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By Sohail Khan 

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan 
Bar Council (PBC) Friday 
filed a complaint of miscon-
duct in the Supreme Judicial 
Council (SJC) against Justice 
Sayyed Mazahir Ali Akbar 
Naqvi, a judge of the Supreme 
Court, praying for initiating 
an inquiry against him and 
removing him as a judge of 
the apex court. 

The complaint was jointly 
filed by Chairman Pakistan 
Bar Council Haroon Rashid 
and Hassan Raza Pasha, 
Chairman Executive Com-

mittee of the Council, under 
Section 5(1) of the Supreme 
Judicial Council Procedure of 
Inquiry, 2005, read with Arti-
cle 209 of the Constitution. 

They submitted that the 
purpose of accountability of 
judges of the superior courts 
on the basis of their conduct 
prejudicial to the judicial 
office held by them had been 
left to the judges of Supreme 
Court itself within the mean-
ing of Article 209(8) of the 
Constitution. 

Last month, the PBC had  
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News Desk  

NEW YORK: Foreign Minister 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has 
stated that the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) is not 
being fair to Pakistan, adding 
that the country was in “a per-
fect storm” of crises. 

In a wide-ranging inter-
view with the foreign media 
on Friday, Bilawal said 
that Pakistan was facing an 
economic crisis, the conse-
quences of last year’s cata-
strophic flooding and terror-
ism which was “once again 
rearing its ugly head”. 

Sharply criticising the 
IMF, Bilawal said the PPP 
supported expanding reve-
nue collection and believed 
those who were well off 
should pay more. But he 
added that Pakistan had 
been unable to achieve struc-
tural tax reform “for the last 
23 IMF programmes that we 
have been a part of.” 

“Is it really the time to nit-
pick about our tax policy and 
tax collection while we’re 
suffering from a climate 
catastrophe of this scale?” 
Bilawal asked. 

The IMF is not being fair 
to Pakistan, which is also 
dealing with 100,000 new ref-
ugees following the West’s 
withdrawal from Afghani-
stan and “a steady uptick of 
terrorist activities within our 
country,” he was quoted as 
saying.  

The foreign minister fur-
ther said that the IMF was 
stretching out talks at a time 
when the country needed 
money to help the “poorest 
of the poor”. 

 “And they’re being told 
that until their tax reform 
is not complete, we will 
not conclude the IMF pro-
gramme.” 

He said that Pakistan was 
able to navigate the Covid-
19 pandemic, the Taliban 
takeover of Afghanistan, as 
well as inflation and supply 
chain disruptions. But then 
last year’s floods devastated 
the country, he said, calling it 
the “biggest, most devastat-
ing climate catastrophe that 
we’ve ever experienced.” 

He further said that Paki-
stan had a “very healthy 
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FAISALABAD: Pakistan Mus-
lim League Nawaz (PMLN) 
Senior Vice President and 
Chief Organiser Maryam 
Nawaz has said the nation 
will never forgive former 
chief justice Saqib Nisar and 
other members of the bench 
who convicted Nawaz Sharif 
illegally in the Panama Papers 
scam.  

Addressing the PMLN 
convention at Al-Fateh 
ground on Friday, she said: 
“I say this to Panama bench 
and Saqib Nisar, you must 
listen to this... this nation will 
never forgive you, no matter 
how many explanations you 
offer on Sadiq and Ameen.”  

Maryam said the Pan-
ama bench had not only  
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By Arfa Feroz Zake 

ISLAMABAD: A district and 
sessions court here on Friday 
granted three-day remand of 
Axact Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) Shoaib Shaikh in a 
bribery case filed against him. 

The accused was pre-
sented before the court 
after he was arrested by the 

FIA for allegedly giving Rs5 
million as bribe to the then 
additional district and ses-
sions judge Pervaizul Qadir 
Memon for getting acquittal 
in a fake degree case. 

During the hearing, the 
prosecutor informed the 
court that the statement of  
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ISLAMABAD: Representa-
tives from the Inter-Services 
Intelligence, the Intelligence 
Bureau and Counter Terror-
ism Departments on Friday 
briefed the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan on security 
threats and challenges. 

Sources privy to the 
meeting told The News here 
that all the representatives 
of intelligence agencies and 
CTDs unanimously pointed 
out that the time was not 
suitable for elections in 
Punjab and Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa in view of the fresh 
wave of terrorism and intel-
ligence reports, which sug-
gested that more terrorist 
attacks couldn’t be ruled out. 

A day after the Election 
Commission received a 
briefing from the ministries 
of finance and interior vis-
à-vis its preparations for the 
upcoming polls to Punjab 

Assembly, as well as Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly, 
Chief Election Commis-
sioner Sikandar Sultan Raja 
chaired another meeting and 
agencies briefed the forum 
on security and terrorism. 

In addition to the mem-
bers and senior officers of 
the ECP, the meeting was 
also attended by representa-
tives from the Inter-Services 
Intelligence (ISI), Intelli-
gence Bureau (IB) and coun-
ter-terrorism departments 
(CTDs) of the two provinces, 
which reviewed the security 
scenario and related arrange-
ments to ensure peace dur-
ing the electoral processes in 
the two provinces.  

During the 
m e e t i n g ,  a  
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ISLAMABAD: As a result of 
talks between top security 
officials of Iran and Saudi 
Arabia in Beijing, the two 
countries agreed on Friday 
to re-establish relations after 
years of hostility. 

The deal was announced 
after four days of previously 
undisclosed talks in Beijing 
between top security offi-
cials from the two rival Mid-
dle Eastern powers. 

Tehran and Riyadh 
agreed to resume diplomatic 
relations and re-open embas-
sies within two months, 
according to a statement 

issued by Iran, Saudi Arabia 
and China. “The agreement 
includes their affirmation 
of the respect for the sov-
ereignty of states and the 
non-interference in internal 
affairs,” it said. 

Pakistan warmly wel-
comed the normalisation of 
diplomatic relations between 
the two Islamic countries, 
which will have far-reaching 
impact on the geo-strate-
gic relations of the regional 
countries and help address 
the thorny disputes of the 
region. 

The formal official reac-
tion was issued by the For-
eign Office, followed by For-
eign Minister Bilawal Bhutto 

Zardari in New York, where 
he spoke high of the three 
countries which were part of 
the deal. 

The FO said Pakistan 
firmly believed that the 
important diplomatic  break-
through would contribute 
to peace and stability in the 
region and beyond. “We 
commend the role played by 
China’s visionary leadership 
in coordinating this historic 
agreement which reflects 
the power of constructive 
engagement and meaningful 
dialogue. 

“We laud  
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By Fakhar Durrani 

ISLAMABAD: The Election 
Commission of Pakistan has 
announced the polls sched-
ule in Punjab and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa but political 
leadership is still not sure if 
they will be held or not. There 
are 10 reasons why it is highly 
unlikely that elections will be 
held as per the announced 
schedule. 

After announcing the 
election schedule in Punjab 
and KP, the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan held 
a meeting presided over 
by Chief Election Com-
missioner and discussed 

the arrangements for the 
upcoming general elections. 
A PTI delegation, headed 
by Shah Mehmood Qureshi, 
also visited the ECP and 
held a meeting with the ECP 
authorities. According to 
experts, regardless of the 
announcement of the sched-
ule, the overall country’s 
atmosphere doesn’t look like 
there will be elections in the 
coming 50 days.  

Background discussion 
and briefings with experts 
reveal that there are many 
reasons why the elections 
might not be held but follow-
ing are the 10 key reasons  
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LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) Vice Chairman 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi has 
said he will lead the party if 
Imran Khan was arrested. 

Talking to the media after 
securing interim bail in a 
hooliganism case, Qureshi 
said that the PTI was the 
only party that respected the 
law and state institutions. 

“ W e  h a v e  a l w a y s 
respected the judiciary and 
will continue to do so in the 
future,” he added. 

To a question, Qureshi 
said: “I will take responsibil-
ity for the party in case our 
party chairman Imran Khan 
is arrested”. 

He also slammed the Pun-
jab Police for “torturing to 
death” PTI worker Ali Bilal. 
—INP

Qureshi says 
he will lead 
PTI if Imran 

arrested
By our correspondent 

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme 
Court of Pakistan has fixed 
petitions filed for disqualify-
ing President Dr Arif Alvi and 
acceptance of resignations of 
PTI parliamentarians for hear-
ing on March 15. 

A two-member bench of 
the apex court, headed by Jus-
tice Ijazul Ahsen, will take up 
the petition seeking disquali-
fication of Alvi under Article 
62(1)(f) of the Constitution. 

Similarly, on the same 
day, a three-member bench 
of the apex court, headed by 
Chief Justice Umer Ata Ban-
dial and comprising Justice 
Muhammad Ali Mazhar and 
Justice Ayesha A Malik, will 
hear the petition on accept-
ance of resignations tendered 
by the PTI parliamentarians.

Hearing on 
Alvi, PTI 

resignations  
on 15th 

Situationer
By Wajid Baloch 

KARACHI: Amid calls for 
accountability of former army 
chief Qamar Javed Bajwa, 
former ISI DG Lt Gen Faiz 
Hameed and former chief 
justice Saqib Nisar, who 
have become controversial 
for undermining the national 
interest, allegations have sur-
faced against former chief 
justice of Pakistan Asif Saeed 
Khosa for lobbying for his ten-
ure extension.  

Gen (retd) Qamar Bajwa 
has admitted to political  
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SUKKUR: Additional Sessions 
Judge Mumtaz Ali Solangi 
on Friday dismissed a peti-
tion seeking a sedition case 
against Maryam Nawaz over 
alleged anti-judiciary and 
army remarks. 

The petitioner, PTI Suk-
kur District President Zaheer 
Babar, argued that Maryam 
was inciting people for 
rebellion through speeches 
against the army and judi-
ciary. Advocate Zulfiqar Ali 
Mallano, on behalf of Mar-
yam, appeared along with 
the deputy attorney general 
and argued that Maryam’s  
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DERA GHAZI KHAN: At least 
14 people were killed and 
many others feared drowned 
after a tractor-trolley carrying 
47 devotees plunged into the 
DG Khan Canal near Ramzani 
Chowk, Airport Road, here on 
Friday morning. 

Some of the dead taken 
out were identified as Mir 
Bakhash (80), Muham-
mad Mohsin (11), son of 
Khizar, Azhar (25), son of 
Allah Wasaya, Mushtaq, 
son of Allah Wasaya, and 
Sakina Bibi (12), daugh-
ter  of  Shah Bakhash. 

Continued on page 4
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By Tanveer Malik

KARACHI: The National Elec-
tric Power Regulatory Author-
ity (Nepra) has increased the 
power tariff for the consum-
ers of KE and XWDiscos by 
Rs1.71/unit and Rs0.48/unit 
respectively on account of the 
monthly fuel charge adjust-
ment (FCA) for January 2023. 

Meanwhile, in another 
decision, the power regula-
tor has allowed the federal 
government to terminate 
electricity subsidies worth 
Rs65bn to industrial and 
agriculture sectors, jacking 
up the electricity price by 
Rs12.13/unit and Rs3.60/unit 
respectively for both sectors. 

Nepra approved a Rs1.71 
per unit hike in the power 
price for consumers of 
K-Electric (KE) on account 
of fuel charges adjustment 
(FCA) for January 2023. 
According to a notification 
issued by the power regula-
tor, KE had filed a petition 
seeking a Rs2.69 per unit 
hike in the power tariff, how-
ever, a much lesser increase  
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LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-
i-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran 
Khan has alleged that a police 
crackdown on his residence 
was aimed at killing people 
and taking him to Balochistan. 

Addressing workers, he 
said the government wanted 
to avoid elections by taking 
action against his activists. 
“The rulers want to stop me 
from electioneering while 
Maryam Nawaz is running  

Continued on page 4
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NEW YORK: Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari addresses a special high-level 
meeting to commemorate International Day to Combat Islamophobia at the United 
Nations on March 10, 2023. —APP socialmedia
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LAHORE: The Anti-Corrup-
tion Establishment officials 
on Friday raided the Pun-
jab Assembly and obtained 
important record against 
Muhammad Khan Bhatti, 
former principal secretary to 
Pervaiz Elahi. 

Sources said the record 
of recruitments, transfers 
and postings had been 
obtained from the Punjab 
Assembly. The officials spent 
three hours to check the 
record in the Punjab Assem-
bly. The record of benefits 
and allowances received by 
Bhatti was also seized.

ACE collects 
Bhatti’s 
record 

Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR: Elders belong-
ing to the merged districts 
on Friday opposed holding 
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Assembly elections ahead of 
the population census and 
termed it a conspiracy against 
the people of the erstwhile 
tribal areas. 

The elders, Haji Akhtar 
Gul, Maulana Rafiuddin, 
Muhammad Shoaib and oth-
ers, said that their area was 
denied representation in the 
Upper House of Parliament 
before the merger.  “And 
now the provincial assem-
bly seats are being reduced,” 
said Akhtar Gul. 

The elders said that their 
area had been deprived of 
basic amenities for the last 
20 years. 

“More than half of the 
population has not been 
included in the previous 
census. And more than 10 
million population of our 
region has been declared as 
five million in the previous 
census,” Akhtar Gul added. 

The elders said that they 
expected to get justice in the 
new population census. 

The elders said that the 
government had also prom-
ised Rs100 billion for these 
districts in the NFC Award  
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Law and Justice 
Azam Nazeer Tarar on Fri-
day said the government 
had proposed amendments 
to sections IV and V of the 
NAB law with regard to 
references returned by the 
accountability courts. 

An ordinance would be 
issued by the parliament, 
he said, adding that the 
accountability courts had 
been given powers to trans-
fer the references to rele-
vant forums if these did not 
fall in their jurisdictions. 

Addressing a press con-
ference here, he said there 
had been rumours about 
the future of references 
returned by the accounta-
bility courts recently, add-
ing that indeed these ref-
erences were not quashed. 
Instead, only their forums 
had been changed. He said 
the chairman NAB would 
be authorized to send 
inquiries to relevant institu-
tions. However, investiga-
tions into various matters 
could be closed only if the 
court would be satisfied. 

The deputy chairman 
NAB would use all the pow-
ers of the chairman in his 
absence. He said that pre-
viously, the NAB had been 
accused of political engi-
neering and the apex court 
had observed the same in 
the Saad Rafiq case. 

The PMLN leadership 
was acquitted of NAB ref-
erences by courts under 
the  prev ious  law,  he  
said, adding that the PTI 
government had used the 
NAB for political purposes. 
Imran Khan introduced 
three ordinances during his 
tenure. 

To a  quest ion,  the 
minister said that under 
Article 19 of the Consti-
tution, the Toshakhana  
record from 2000 onwards 
would be made public  
soon. He said that compil-
ing the Toshakhana record 
since 1947 was a time con-
suming exercise. He said 
there was a need that every 
institution has a self-ac-
countability system.—APP     

Amendments 
to NAB law 
proposed: 

Azam

News Desk 

PESHAWAR: Five terrorists 
were killed by security forces 
in intelligence-based oper-
ations (IBOs) in North and 
South Waziristan, the ISPR 
said on Friday. 

In a press release, the 
Inter Services Public Rela-
tions said: “On March 10, 
IBOs were conducted by 
security forces in North and 
South Waziristan districts. 
During the operations, five 
terrorists were killed after 
intense fire exchange.” 

The ISPR added that 
weapons, ammunition and a 
large quantity of equipment 
were also recovered from 
them. 

“Pakistan Army is deter-
mined to eliminate the men-
ace of terrorism from every 
inch of our territory with 
an unflinching resolve,” the 
statement said.

Five terrorists 
killed in 

North, South 
Waziristan: 

ISPR 

WASHINGTON: The US 
House of Representatives 
voted unanimously on Friday 
to declassify information on 
potential links between the 
Covid-19 pandemic and a Chi-
nese laboratory suspected of 
leaking the deadly virus.

The Senate had already 
voted last week to require 
Director of National Intelli-
gence Avril Haines to declas-
sify the material, meaning 
the bill now goes to the 
White House for President 
Joe Biden’s signature.

The Covid-19 outbreak 
began in 2019 in the eastern 

Chinese city of Wuhan, lead-
ing to almost seven million 
deaths worldwide so far, 
according to official counts, 
over a million of them in the 
United States.

But health officials and 
the US intelligence commu-
nity remain divided over 
whether it was spread to 
humans from an infected 
animal or escaped from the 
Wuhan Institute of Virology.

The US Energy Depart-
ment concluded with “low 
confidence” that the virus  
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BEIJING: Xi Jinping was 
handed a third term as Chi-
nese president on Friday, 
capping a rise that has seen 
him become the country’s 
most powerful leader in gen-
erations. 

His appointment by Chi-
na’s parliament comes after 
Xi locked in another five 
years as head of the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP) in 
October. 

On Friday, delegates 
handed Xi a third term as 
president and re-appointed 
him head of the country’s 
Central Military Commission 
in a unanimous vote. 

Beijing’s Great Hall of the 
People, a cavernous state 
building on the edge of Tian-

anmen Square, was adorned 
with crimson carpets and 
banners for the landmark 
vote, with a military band 
providing background music. 

A digital monitor on the 
edge of the stage proclaimed 
the final tally -- all 2,952 
votes had been cast in favour 
of giving Xi another term in 
the office. 

The announcement was 
followed by delegates’ fer-
vent declarations of alle-
giance to the Chinese consti-
tution, in a demonstration of 
loyalty and unanimity. 

Xi held up his right fist 
and placed his left hand on 
a red, leather-bound copy of 
China’s constitution. 

In an oath beamed live on 

state television, he vowed to 
“build a prosperous, strong, 
democratic, civilised, har-
monious and great modern 
socialist country”. 

China’s close ally Russia 
swiftly offered Xi its “sin-
cere congratulations” on his 
re-election. “Russia highly 
values your personal contri-
bution toward the strength-
ening of ties and strategic 
cooperation between our 
nations,” President Vladimir 
Putin said in a letter to Xi. 

Also on Friday Wang 
Huning, a close Xi ally 
known for his prowess in 
ideological theory, was 
elected chairman of the  
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By Mariana Baabar 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Fri-
day once again reiterated its 
concern and asked India for 
a joint probe into an irrespon-
sible incident in which India 
fired a BrahMos supersonic 
missile into Pakistani territory 
on March 9, 2022. 

BrahMos, a nuclear-ca-
pable cruise missile, jointly 

developed by Russia and 
India, saw the Pakistan Air 
Force assessing that the mis-
sile travelled three times the 
speed of sound at an altitude 
of 12,000m (40,000ft) and 
flew 124km (77 miles) in the 
Pakistani airspace before 
crashing. Luckily, no lives 
were lost in this reckless 
incident. 

The Pakistan military at 

the time had said that the 
missile had “endangered 
many passenger and inter-
national flights in Indian and 
Pakistani airspace” as well 
as “human life and property 
on the ground”. 

However, at the time, 
Pakistan reacted maturely 
and did not react to what  

Continued on page 9
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By Mehtab Haider 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s 
wheat production target is 
likely to hit by 1.7 million 
tonnes for the current fiscal 
year as the Met office has 
forecast heavy rains for two 
weeks, starting from the third 
week of March. 

Officials said on Friday 
that wheat production in 
Punjab is set to witness a 
major blow during the cur-
rent fiscal year 2022-23, amid 
negative impacts of climate 
change as well as crop sub-
stitution, sowing other crops 
than wheat for profitability. 

He added that the wheat 
production is likely to 
remain around 26.7 million 
tonnes as against the envis-
aged wheat production tar-
get of 28.4 million tonnes.  

Besides, there is a loom-
ing shortage of wheat in the 
next fiscal year as well and 
the government will have to 
count on the import of wheat 
in order to meet the domes-
tic requirements of staple 
food. The import of wheat is 
going to witness an upsurge 
at a time when the country is 
facing the worst-ever dollar 

liquidity crunch.   
“There will be no other 

option but to import 3-3.5 
million tonnes of wheat for 
the next fiscal year in order 
to meet domestic as well as 
Afghanistan’s requirements. 
This is more than the import 
target of 2.6 million tonnes 
of wheat for the current fis-
cal year,” top official sources 
confirmed while talking to 
The News here on Friday. 

When Secretary Ministry 
of National Food Security & 
Research Zafar Hassan was 
contacted for inquiring about 
the wheat production target 
and reasons for crop substi-
tution in Punjab, he replied 
that the wheat production 
target was not revised so far.  

H o w e v e r ,  h e  s a i d 
the wheat production is 
expected to remain around 
27 million tonnes, whereas 
the actual figure will be 
obtained after harvesting. He 
added that the crop substitu-
tion was towards maize and 
oilseeds mainly due to better 
prices. 

Official data available 
with The News disclosed 
that the government had 
sought wheat sowing area 

target of 22.85 million acres 
in the country for the fiscal 
year 2022-23, including a 
sowing target of 16.48 mil-
lion acres in Punjab. But only 
16.01 million acres could be 
sown in the province till the 
latest compiled estimates, 
witnessing an achievement 
of 97.17 percent target. 

It is relevant to mention 
here that in Punjab, the crop 
substitution occurred as 
farmers diverted towards oil 
seeds, keeping in view of get-
ting improved returns. 

Interestingly, Sindh sur-
passed its sowing target of 
wheat as the staple food was 
sown on the area of 2.945 
million acres as against the 
sowing target of 2.79 million 
acres for the current fiscal 
year. 

According to initial esti-
mates, Sindh has harvested 
25 percent of its cultivated 
area where per acre yield 
recorded as 40 tonnes.  

In KP, the wheat was 
sown on area around 1.933 
million acres as against the 
envisaged target of 2.22 mil-
lion acres, achieving only  
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By Muhammad Anis 

ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
Religious Affairs Mufti 
Abdul  Shakoor Friday 
announced Haj Policy 2023 
according to which 179,210 
Pakistanis would make a 
pilgrimage this year. 

Addressing a press con-
ference here, the minister 
said the government would 
receive $194 million from 
the overseas Pakistanis 
under the sponsorship 
scheme. The same amount 
would be spent on payment 
of Haj dues in Saudi Arabia. 

Muft i  Shakoor said 
Finance Minister Senator 
Ishaq Dar committed to 
arrange 90 million dollars, 
as a total of 284 million 
dollars would be required 
for payment of dues to the 
Saudi authorities. 

Owing to depreciation of 
Pakistani currency, the Haj 
expenses as compared to 
the last year have increased 

by over 50%. 
The estimated expenses 

for the intending pilgrims 
from the northern region 
that ends at Rahim Yar 
Khan would be Rs1,175,000 
(Regular  Haj  Scheme) 
and $4,325 (Sponsorship 
Scheme). 

Similarly, the expenses 
for intending pilgrims from 
the southern region would 
be Rs1,165,000 (Regular 
Scheme) and 4,285 US  
d o l l a r s  ( S p o n s o r s h i p 
Scheme) 

The regular and private 
scheme Haj operators each 
would get a quota of 89,605. 
However, a quota of 44,802 
would be deducted from 
both schemes for the spon-
sorship scheme for which 
the Haj expenses would 
be received in foreign 
exchange from abroad. 

The minister made it 
clear that no payment in 
foreign exchange would be 
received from within the 

country. The successful 
applicants under the spon-
sorship scheme would be 
selected on first come first 
served basis while ballot-
ing would be conducted 
for selection of intending 
pilgrims under the reg-
ular scheme if the num-
ber of intending pilgrims 
increased beyond the allot-
ted quota. 

T h e  m i n i s t e r  s a i d 
depending on permis-
sion from the Ministry of 
Finance, the designated 
branches of 14 schedule 
banks would start receiving 
applications from March 15 
or 16. 

The applicants for Regu-
lar Haj scheme should have 
single or joint bank account. 

Balloting for the Regular 
Haj scheme would be con-
ducted during the first week 
of next month. 

The Saudi government  
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News Report 

QUETTA: The Balochistan 
High Court suspended on 
Friday a non-bailable war-
rant for the arrest of Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chair-
man Imran Khan for two 
weeks. 

Justice Zaheer-Ud-Din 
Kakar was hearing a plea 
seeking dismissal of the 
case against Imran. The plea 
was filed by Insaf Lawyers 
Forum’s (ISF) Iqbal Shah on 
behalf of the PTI chief. 

A local court in Quetta 
had issued the arrest war-
rant for the PTI chief a day 
back in a case of incite-
ment against state institu-
tions, which is registered in 
Balochistan’s capital. 

The PTI chief maintained 
that the allegation under 
which the case was reg-
istered did not take place 
within the limits of the Bijli 

Road police station and 
hence, doesn’t fall under its 
jurisdiction. The petition 
urged the BHC to dismiss 
the FIR. 

Justice Kakar, while sus-
pending the warrant, issued 
summons for the Balochistan 
Police chief, SP legal and the 
SHO in the case. 

The hearing was then 
adjourned for two weeks. 

The high court’s decision 
came shortly after a team of 
the Quetta Police reached 
Lahore with the non-baila-
ble warrant to arrest Imran 
Khan. 

The police team included 
Superintendent of Police 
(SP) Investigations Nadeem, 
Deputy Superintendent 
of Police Abdul Sattar, 
a sub-inspector and two 
other officers. They were to 
be assisted by the Lahore  
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By Muhammad Saleh Zaafir 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan-China 
joint Artificial Intelligence 
(A-I) medical diagnosis labo-
ratory in Islamabad has been 
put into operation.  

Chinese  d ip lomat ic 
sources told the media on 
Friday that the laboratory 
was located in the Akbar 
Niazi Teaching Hospital of 

the federal capital’s Bhara 
Kahu area, which will pro-
vide free cervical-cancer 
screening to 10,000 Pakistani 
women in its first phase of 
operation.  

It can also be used in 
the early diagnosis of other 
high incidence clinical tum-
ors, such as breast cancer,  
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screening to 10,000 women 

PARIS: Ozone air pollution 
is linked to a higher rate of 
hospitalisations for heart dis-
eases, according to a large 
study released on Friday, the 
latest warning of the health 
dangers posed by greenhouse 
gases.

While a layer of ozone in 
the upper atmosphere helps 
block harmful ultraviolet 
(UV) radiation from reach-
ing Earth, at ground level it 
is a major component of the 
smog polluting most big cit-
ies.

Scientists have warned 
that a different kind of air 
pollution, fine particulate 
matter known as PM2.5, 
causes 8.8 million premature 
deaths a year, but ozone’s 
full impact on health is still 
becoming clear.

Ozone is created in the 
atmosphere by a chemical 
reaction when two pollut-
ants, often emitted by cars 
or industry, combine in the  
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