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SC returns

plea for
ban on PTI

By our correspondent

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme
Court registrar office Mon-
day retumed with objections
a petition seeking dissolution
of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTT).

Aun Chaudhry, Addi-
tional Secretary General of
newly formed Istehkam-e-Pa-
kistan Party (IFP), filed the
petition under Aricle 1584(3)
of the Constitution praying
for dissolving the PTI.

He has made the Feder-
ation of Pakistan through
secretaries the minisiries
of law and justice, interior,
defence as well as the Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan
{ECP), Imran Khan Niazi,
Tehreek-e Insafl through its
president Chaudhry Pervaiz
Elahy, Prime Minister Mian
Shehbaz Sharif and Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif as|
respondents,

The petitioner prayed
the apex court to declare
the acts of PTI, its

Continued on page 4

Fitch upgrades
Pakistan’s
sovereign

rating after
IMF deal

By Andaleeb Rizvi

KARACHI: International |
credit rating agency Fitch|
has upgraded Pakistan's
long-term foreign currency
issuer default rating (IDR)
on improved external ligquid-
ity and hunding conditions as
the country reached a deal
with the IMF on a nine-month
stand-by arrangement (SBA).

Muoving the rating a notch
up, the ratings agency has
upgraded Pakistan to 'CCC’
from the previous ‘CCC-'
assigned back in February
2023, Typically, the agency
does not assign outlooks to

Continued on page 4 |
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Agriculture
revival,

4m jobs
soon: PM

Says Pakistan can attract up to $50bn
investment in vears ahead; COAS assures
people, govt of army’s full support to all
initiatives; foreign dignitaries, potential
investors and experts from UK, Italy, Spain,
China, Bahrain, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Turkiye
and other countries attend seminar

ISLAMABATLY Prime Minister in the country.
Shehbaz Shanf Monday said Addressing a seminar
that the Green Pakistan Initi- on  agricul- gza

ative would eventually bring ture and food gA2-3%

about the second agriculture
revolution, in addition to the  Confinved on -

creation of four million jobs

10
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Chief
of Army Staff General Asim Munir during the National

Seminar on Agriculture and Food Securify here on Monday.

PM tasked to
mollify Fazl upset
over Dubal huddle

Shehbaz meets PDM chief; JUIF
spokesperson says entire PDM, not just his
party, in the dark about parleys in UAE

Online/Sabah/News Desk  politicians.

Nawaz will leave for
ISLAMABADY LONDON: Dubai from Saudi Arabia
PMLN Quaid Nawaz Sha- instead of London. He will
rif has invited PDM Chief take Fazl into conflidence
Maulana Fazlur Rehman to with reference to his recent
Drubai to remove his reserva-
tions about his meetings with

ECP to ask Punjab to
amend law for LG polls
without EVMs, i-voting

ment Act, 2022, to enable it
to conduct local elections in
the province without the use
of electronic voting machines

Continued on page 4

By Mumtaz Alvi

[SLAMABAILY: The Election
Commission of Pakistan is
waiting for amendments to

the Punjab Local Govern- Continued on page 4

Elahi wants

b bail like
5 Imran,

Qureshi

Requests court to shift
him to hospital;
Shujaat meets him in
jail for third time

By our correspondent

LAHORE: The Lahore High
Court (LHC) Monday sum-
moned additional chief secre-
tary and 1G prisons for Tues-
day (today) on the plea of
former Punjab chief minister
Chandhry Pervaiz Elahi come-
plaining that the jail author-
ties had deprivied him of basic
facilithes,

Pervaiz, who was present

Justice Amjad Rafiq, told the
court that there were a pleth.
ora of problems and vietimi-
zation in the jail.

The former CM com-
plained that the room whepe
he had been kept for one
and a half months was full of
insects and foul smell.

He further complained
that there was a small wash-
room in the room and even
the ceiling fan had been
removed.

Pervaiz told the court
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in the court on the orders of |

of Haj 2023
expenditure,
agreements

Directs religious affairs
ministry to make names
of 1,780 people who
performed free Haj public

By Azim Yaszin

ISLAMABAD: Describing
the briefing of the religious
alfairs secretary and the
Hajj director general (IDdG)
as unsatisfactory on the dil-
ficulties faced by the Paki-
stani pilgrims during the Hagj
operation 2023, the Public
Accounts Committee has
decided to conduet a forensic
audit of the Hajj expenditure
and facility agreements.

The Public Accounts
Committee (PAC) has also
issued directives for making
the list of 1,700 people who

| performed free Hajj public,

A PAC meeting, held
under the chair of Noor
Alam Khan, examined the
audit paras related to the

" | Mimistry of Religious Affairs

for the year 20198-20, while

. | the secretary of the Ministroy

of Religious Affairs gave the
briefing to the committes on

Hajj operations 2023.

The committee chairman
strongly criticised the send-
ing of government officials
as Hajy addes and questioned
what service an SSP and an
additional secretary would
have rendered to the pilgrims.
“It was understandable send-
ing government employees
from grade 4 to grade 10, but
under what law grade 17 and
grade 1% officers went for
free Hajj,” he remardoed.

The PAC chairman
expressed annoyance at the
officials of the Ministry of
Religious Affairs and asked

Continued on page 4

ATC extends

Imran’s bail
till 19th

[SLAMABAD: An anti-terror-
mm court (ATC) in Islamabad
extended the bail of Imran
Khan in three cases till July
1€ next.

The PTI chairman
appeared before the court
for the hearing of the cases.
Two cases were registered
against him at Khanna police
station and one at Bhara
hahu police station.

Lawyer Salman Safdar
told the court thal cases
against the PTI chairman
had been registered on the
charge of setting tyres on
fire.

*There is a repetition of
the same statements in three
cases, This unnsual appear-
ance before the court is on
the charge of setting tyres on
fire,” he said

ATC Judge Abul Hasnat
fulgarmain heard the argu-
ments of the PTI chairman's
lawver and emphasised
transparent investigations
into the cases,

He then extended the bail
of Imran Khan in three cases
till July 12 next. —FPPI

Bilawal, Hina
away from
country during
Swiss FIM's visit
Unly an acting secretary

welcomed visiting foreign
minister in Islamabad

By Farooq Agdus

ISLAMABAD: Swiss Foreign
Minister [inagio Cassis, who
came to Pakistan recently on
an official visit, has returned
to his country with his del-
egation after three days of
engagements here,

During his tour, he met
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, Federal Minister for
Climate Change Senator
Sherry Rehman and officials
and heads of government
institutions, along with his
delegation. But he could not
meet his Pakistani counter-
part, Bilawal Bhutto Zardar,
who is in America on a pri-
vate visit currently, which

Continued on page 4

to hike
valuation rates
of properties

Rates to be jacked up to 15pc;
number of eities under this exercise
to be increased from 42 to 51

By Mehtah Haider

ISLAMABAD: Under the
World Bank’s loan condi-
tions, the Federal Board of
Eevenue (FBR) has decided
to jack up valuation rates of
properties in the range of 13
to 15 per cent on an average
in different urban centres of
the country.

It has also been decided
that the number of cities
wollld be increased from 42
to 51 in the ongoing exercise,
under which the hiked progp-
erty valuation rates of the
FBR would be notified.

“We are worldng on jack-
ing up valuation rates of
properties with effect from
August 1, 2023 in consul-
tation with the provineial
authorities,” top official
sources confirmed to The
News on Monday.

Currently, the FBR fixed
property valuation rates are
applicable in more than 40
cities/ towns of the coun-
try including Abbottabad,
Attock, Bahawalnagar,
Bahawalpur, Chakwal, Dera
lamail Khan, Dera Ghazi
Khan, Faisalabad, Ghotki,
Gujranwala, Gujrat, Gwadar,
Hafizabad, Haripur, Hyder-
abad, Islamabad, Jhang,
Jhelum, Karachi, Kasur,

Khushab, Lahore, Larkana,
Lasbela, Lodhran, Mandi
Bahauddin, Mansehra,
Mardan, Mirpurkhas, Multan,
Nankana Sahib, Narowal,
Peshawar, Quetta, Rahimyar
Ehan, Rawalpindi, Sahiwal,
Sargodha, Sheikhupura,
Sialkot, Suklkur and Toba
Tek Singh.

Now, the valuation tables
of all these cities would be
reviged upward in the range
of 13 to 15 per cent, while
new nine more dties’ (owns
would be added to the valu-
ation tables’ list with effect
from August 1, 2023,

The Punjab’'s Board of
Revenue, in its last month
communication to all dep-
uty commissioners’ district
collectors, stated that a
meeting was held under the
chairmanship of a senior
member of the Board of Rev-
enue, Punjab, regarding the
updated progress of prepara-
tion of DC Valuation Tables
in the consultation with the
FBER representatives.

During the meeting,
the senior member asked
for issuing instructions to
all district e
collectors in gpes

Suleman

By Numan Wahah

LAHORE: Special Central
Court Judge Bakht Fakhr
Behzad on Monday acquitted
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sha-
rifs son Suleman Shehbaz
and others in Rsl6 billion
money-laundering case.

Earlier, the court had
acquitted PM Shehbaz Sha-
rif and his other son Hamza
Shehbaz in this case,

The Federal Investiga-
tion Agency (FIA) submit-
ted answers to 27 questions,
which were asked by the
court during the course of
hearing. The hearing was
held on the pleas of acquit-
tal of Suleman Shehbaz and

By our correspondent/
News Desk

| LAHORE: A collaborative
rescue operation was kick-
started on Monday by Pun-
jab Hangers and Rescue
1122 teams in the provinee's
Tehsil Shakargarh after
India released excessive

gy | water a day earlier, causing

; ' Nash floods near the border-

|ingI village.

HOrrg nglitue of Teshnododny

Shehbaz,

others

Admonishes FIA officer for
faulty investigation

other accused in the special
cotrt central.

Suleman appeared in the
court along with his lawvyer
Advocate Amjad Parveg. The
FIA lawyer told the court the
inquiry was conducted by
the joint investigation team
(JIT), headed by the late Dr
Hizwan. The court asked
whether the FIA recorded
statement of a single witness
during the investigation. The
FIA investigating officer
remained silent on the ques-
tion of the court.

The court asked what
aclion was taken against
those who kept changing

Continued on page 4

Over 200 rescued in
Shakargarh after water
' from India floods Ravi

NDMA asks authorities to remain alert

Through the rescue oper-
ation, the teams managed to
aave at least 223 residents of
the area — mostly women
and children — stranded in
the midst of rsing water lev-
els in the River Ravi.

They were later brought
to safer locations as the Pun-
Jab Rangers’ rescue team
stayed in the border area to

Continued on page 4

Information Technology
Industry Academia
Bridge Program

Information, Science & Technology
Department, Govt.of Sindh in collaboration
with Hazza Institute of Technology.

offering Free IT Certification courses in
26 (Public/Private) Universities of Sindh Province
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Web Engineering (Laravel, Yii)
MERN Stack Dev (Express, Mongo & Node)
Cloud Solution Architecture

For more information, Kindly contact:

021-99213676
0332 3652092
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WORLD POPULATION DAY

11* JULY

Syed Murad Ali Shah
Chief Minister, Sinah

It gives me great pleasure that Sindh,
along with the global community, is
commemorating World Population Day to
gensitize people regarding problams
associated with an alarming growth rate
of Population that needs to be cheched.
This day also sheds light on health
problems faced by women during
pregnancy and childbirth, making the
need for family planning, gender equality,
and maternal health mora important than
ever,

Pakistan and other developing countries
strive to meat FP2030 targets. The
targets sat for Sindh to achieve CPR by
2025 and 2030 are 47 percent and 57
parcent respectively. These FP 2030
targets encourage making rights-based
family planning commitments to support
the vision of a future where women and
girls everywhere have the freedom and
ability to lead healthy lives, make their
own  informed  decisions  about
contraception, and participate as equals
in sociaty and its development. As a
forward-thinking and  progressive
provinca, Sindh is well committed to
achieving international and national
commitments,

The unregulated and rapid population
EXpansion is detrimental to
sociceconomic  development.  The
pandemics and natural calamities like
devastating rains/floods in 2022 have
destroved the service delivery networks,
advarsely affecting the health of women
and children, We believe that for bringing
improvement in the [ife of the poor
especially women, there is a need for
integratad approaches. Sindh has a single
Minister of Health and Population Welfare,
which demonstrates a realization of the
interconnections batween family
planning and reproductive health services
and rights.

The Sindh Integrated Health and
Population Project will help improve bath
the quality and utilization of basic
reproductive, maternal, newborn, child, and
adotescent haalth and nutrition servicas.

Dr. Azra Fazal Pechuho
Minister for Health &
Population Welfare, Sindh

The theme sat this year for World
Population Day 2023 highlights the need
to advance gender equality to help realize
the dreams of 8 billion. Gender inequality
can be reduced by heeding and protecting
the voices and rights of women and girls
The legislation, rules and policies in this
context will halp improve the participation
of half of the worlds populationin decision
making = not only regarding their health,
reproductive lives and family size but it
will also safeguard women and children
fram wviolence, harmful practices and
praventable maternal death.

Government of Sindh has enacted five
historic laws in the last one decade: The
Sindh Child Marriages Restraint Act,
2013, Sindh Rights of the Children to Free
and Compulsory Education Act, 2013, The
Domestic Violence (Prevention and
Protection) Act, 2013, Sindh Women
Agricultural Workers' Act 2019  and
Reproductive Health Rights Act, 2019
(Amended 2022). These laws fortify the
rights of women and girls and are
instrumental in uphalding gender equality.
The FP-2030 and SDG-2030 Goals can
only be achieved if women and girls’ voice
and rights are uplifted. Sindh pursues
FP-2030's targets to bring CPR to 47% by
2025 and 5% by 2030. Sindh envisions
to reshape the lives of women, men, girls,
youth and adolescent from villages to
citios and from remotest rural terrain to
peri-urban and urban settings through
rights-based approach for women
ampowerment, access to high guality
modarn contraceptives, relevant
legislation, life skills, health and hygiena
for the young and adolescents with
interventions within health, population,
education and social sectors. Thus,
creating an enabling environment, S0 as
to ensure the transformation of social
and gender norms - hallmak of a
prograssive society. With an am to
broaden the focus, the Population
Welfare Department Sindh  has
astablishad a FP2030 Working Group and

Dr. Muhammad Sohail
Rajput
Chief Secretary, Sindh

The "World Population Day” is celebrated
globally on 11th July to draw attention to
the growing population and its impacts on
our lives, In November 2022, the world
population surpassed B billion paople.
49.7% out of these eight billion are
females. The theme of WPD-23
“Unleashing the power of gender equality:
Uplifting the voices of women and girls to
unlock our world’s infinite possibilities™
underscores the importance of gender
equality and potential of rights and voice
of women and girls for resilient and
healthier countries.

Government of Sindh is committed to
support and protect the rights of women.
Women's empowerment is ensured
through family planning, which allows
them to choose their family size as well as
their childran’s health and education.
Undeniably, making quality family planning
available to all women saves lives and
creates a healthier population. which
contributes toa country' s economy.
Population Welfara Department,
Covemment of Sindh has taken
commendable steps to ensure universal
accass to family planning  and
reproductive health services. Functional
integration of Departmeant of Health and
Population through task shifting and task
sharing, mamntaming  contraceptve
commodity security and supply of same
to the public and private sector,
digitization of chent data, free of cost
FP&RH services, focus on urban and
peri-urban areas are such steps that will
definitely  improve  Contraceptive
Pravalence Rata.

It gives me great pleasure to report that
Govarmmant of Sindh, through Population
Welfare Department and Department of
Health, has set specific targets in the
light of commitments made at ICPDZ5,
Nairobi Summit hald in November 2019 in
Kenya. The Nairobi conference focuses on
“three zeros” ie zaro maternal death, zero
unmet need for family planning and zero
gender based violence and harmiul

The News ntemational, Karmchi, Tuesday, July 11, 2023

Rehan Igbal Baloch
Secretary to Government of Sindh
Population Welfare Department

Population Welfare Department of Sindh
celebrates World Population Day annually
on 11th July. Thema of World Population
Day this year is to uplift the rights and
voices of the girls and women for
achiaving infinite possibilities

Like global population almost 50% of the
population of Pakistan are women, If
these girls and women are treated
equally, their rights are safeguarded and
their voice is given due consideration,
there are greater possibilities for
improved, enlightened, egalitarian and
developad sociaty.

Population Welfare Department Sindh
endeavors hard to provide women
undeniable right of family planning. There
is & huge population influx in cities due to
migration. In this regard, Population
Walfare Department in collaboration with
its partnars started various programs to
ensure that quality Family Planning
services are provided to growing
population of peri-urban areas of Sindh.
The women in hard-to-reach rural areas of
Sindh are also catered through
conducting weekly Family Health Days
(Camps) and monthly Family Health Mala.
It is necessary to highlight works done by
Population Welfare Department in last
couple of years under the leadership of Dr
Azra Fazal Pechuho, Minister for Health
and Population Welfare Sindh

Training Institutes: Population Welfare
Training Institute (PWTI) at Karachi is
made fully functional by providing all
nacessany Electronic/Electrical
Equipment, Furmiture and Fixtures;
Regional Training Institutes at Karachi and
Hyderabad are also strengthened.

Supply Chain System: The supply Chain
System of Contraceptives from Central
Ware House to Districts is strengthenead.
For supply of contraceptive commodities
from Central Ware House to districts 2
reater trucks and 3 loading trucks are
procured, District stores are provided
with Refrigerator, Iron Racks & Plastic
Pallats.

Dr. Natalia Kanem
LIMFPA Executive Director

Imagine a world where averyone - all 8
billion of us - has & future bursting with
promise and potential. Now open your
eyes to the current reality that 4 billion
women and girls - half of humanity - face
discrimination solely based on their
gender

Thirty years ago, at the International
Conference on  Population  and
Development (ICPD), we set out to
achieve a world in which people lved
longes, healthier lives and enjoyed more
rights and choices than ever before. This
vision has bacome a reality for many: in
fact, the human population s at its
highast number ever, thanks in large part
to improvements in health care and
increased longavity. Yet, as we celebrate
the progress that has been made. we
must also recognize that for millions,
gven billions, of others this promise
remains out of reach,

This World Population Day is a reminder
that we can achieve the prosperous,
peaceful and sustansble future
envisioned by the ICPD and the 2030
Agenda For Sustainable Development if
we harness the power of every human
baing on the planat. When we unlock the
full potential of women and girls -
encouraging and nurturing their desires
for their lives, their families and their
caraers =wa galvanize half the leadership,
iheas, innovation, and creativity to better
sociaty.

Realizing sexual and reproductive health
and rights for all is the foundation for
gendar equality, dignity and opportunity.
Nevertheless, over 40 per cent of women
around the world cannot exercize their
right to make decisions as fundamental
as whether or not to have children,
Empowering women and girls, including
through education and access to modern
contraception, helps to support them in
their aspirations — and to chart the path
of thair own life

Advancing gender eguality is a
grosscutting solution to many populaticn
CONCRIMS. IN ageing
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Uplifting Women,’

Population Welfare Department Government of Sindh along with all stakeholders have been advancing

and working to give women and girls equal access to family planning services.

Let’s come forward to build a progressive future.

ing Our World's Potential

In order to safeguard the health and rights of women & girls, we need to create a world full of infinite
possibilities where they can progress along with men and aim for a better and a prosperous future.
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LHC grants bail in
alleged rape case

By our correspondent
MULTAN: The Lahore High
Court (Multan bench) has
granted bail toa man invohved
in the alleged rape of Ameri-
can Vlogger Isebela Urphi in
Dwera Ghazi Khan a couple
of years back, according to
the petitioner’s counsel. LHC
Justice Sardar Muhammad
Sarfraz Dogar granted bail to
Muzamil Shahead,

Two other men, Azan and
Abid, are also accused in this
case. Former Punjab chief
minister Hamza Shehbaz had
taken notice of the incident.
It should be remembered that
Izabella, danghter of Leo Aling-
zander, had come to Rajanpur
from Karachi. Muzamil and
his accomplices took her Fort
Munro where they allegedly
raped her. Photos of the
accused with the woman also
went viral on social media

Justice Naseem sworn
in as acting AJK CJ
By Syed Abbas Gardezi

ISLAMABAD: Justice Kha-
waja Muhammad Naseem,
the senior-most judge of
the Supreme Court of Azad
Jammu and Kashmir (AJK),
was swom in as the act-
ing chief justice of AJK on
Monday.

The AJK President Bar-
rister Sultan Mahmood
Chaudhry administered the
oath to Justice Khawaja
Muhammad Naseem. The
oath taking ceremony was
held at Kashmir House [slam-
abad, and was attended by
Prime Minister Chaudhry
Anwar ul Hag, ministers,
judges of the Supreme Court
and High Court.

Strengthening social
protection delivery systems
Sindh govt’s top priority

Secretary says providing support to 50,000 pregnant and
lactating women for taking up maternal, neonatal and child
health services; no question of performance of transferred or
repatriated officials; project slots are to be filled from market
and govt officers under World Bank procurement rules

KARACHIL: The initiative
‘Strengthening Social Protec-
tion Delivery Systems in Sindh
(SSPDSSY is of high priority
for the Government of Sindh
of the newly established Sindh
Social Protection Authority,
functioning under the admin-
istrative umbrella of the Social
Protection Department.
Sindh Social Protection

Department Secretary Agha
Abdul Rahim stated this in

response to a news report —
‘WH's $230m Social Protec-
tion Project in Doldmms' —
published by The News.

Mr Rahim stated, *The
praject builds upon the sue-
cessful operation of the pilot
‘Mother and Child Support
Program’ (MCSP) over the
last two years in the districts
of Tharparkar and Umerkot.
The project has already
enrolled over 50,000 pregnant
and lactating women, provid-
ing them support for taking
up maternal, neonatal, and
child health services.”

He said, “The success
of the pilot is one of the
primary reasons why the
Government of Sindh has
decided to scale up MCSP to
the 15 poorest districts of the
province, Its success is also
evidenced by the fact that
the World Bank has agreed
to assist the Government of
Sindh with a lean of $200
million for strengthening
social protection systems,”

He explained, “The prog-
ress of the S5PDSS project,
which started in Jamuary 2023,
like all other World Bank-as-
gigted prajects, is monitored
actively by the relevant stake-
holders in government and
the World Bank, including the
Honourable Chiefl Minister.
Routine monthly meetings ane
held to candidly discuss the
progress of all projects and
to take immediate remedial
actions if necessary.”

He =aid the news report
cites unnamed sources, add-
ing, “l am well aware that
the two credible entities
understand that unautho-
rized reports from the routine
mieetings are 8 serious matter
as they can gravely impact the
vital role candid discussions
play in review processes,
compromising the significant
achievements of the Goveim-
ment of Sindh in cultivating
a solid development pariner-

ship with the World Bank.™

He =aid it is contrary to the
claim that the project was “in
the doldrums® and that the
CM ordered the transfer of
officials related to the project,
and maintained the meating in
(uestion in fact reviewed the
progress of the project and
the CM suggested induction of
more senjor officers into the
project o expedite its worke

Explaining the approval
by the Sindh govemment of
PC-1 Strengthening Social
Protection Delivery Systemns
(S5PDS) and employving 251
personnel on deputation and
project pay acale waiver of
domicile condition, the sec-
retary stated, “the concerned
project, like all other World
Bank-supported projects has
a range of project positions
that are required to be filled
from the market such as con-
sultants and from the govemn-
ment officers under World
Bank procurement rules.
The personnel plan for this
project has been approved in
PC-1 by ECNEC."

The review meeting pre-
sided over by the Chief Minis-
ter and attended by the World
Bank Country Director fur-
ther endorsed the need to hire
the most competent specialist
and senior specialist staff
from the market using World
Bank procurement rules,

In addition, the secrelary
said there is no charge of
“bad performance” against
the transferred officials
including Nisar Ahmed
Memon, Amir Wahead Kha-
waja, Ambreen Zehra, and
Syeda Ghanwa who were
associated with the Sindh
Social Protection Anthority.

The secretary said the
report about Ambreen Zeh-
ras daughter Sarm Nizamani
appointment as a coordinator
for the project unfounded,
adding Nisar Ahmed Memon
received mandatory relief
from government duties as
per his entitlement to pur-
sue a full-time course for his
career advancement.

Mr Rahim =aid the other
three named officers belong-
ing to the Social Welfare
Department were repatriated
as their parent department
required in their services,

Explaining the delay in
launch of a different project
for social protection institu-

tion-building (Peoples Prom-
ise Sindh Social Protection
Strategy - Feasibility and
Institution Building), “could
not be launched” due to the
“negligence of incapable
staff”, the secretary said the
project was a relatively small
initiative that was delayed in
the first instance to COVID-
1f-related resiraints.

He said many of the proj-
ect’s functions and objec-
tives were subsequently
superseded by the launch of
the MUCSP under a different
window and the preparation
and approval of a more ambi.
tious SSPDSS project with
the support of the World
Bank. A scaled-down version
of the project was approved
by the Planning and Develop-
ment Department.

Ms Ambreen Zehra Syed,
in a separate note, clarified
her position as well as her
colleagues’ — Aamir Waheed
Ehawaja (BP5-19) and Syeda
Ghanwa Hussaini (BPS-1T) —
stating it s false to claim the
goals of the project have not
been achieved

She maintained, “In real-
iy, our team successfully
launched this intervention
in June 2021, and it has been
positively impacting over
51,000 registered beneficia-
res to date, This led to the
approval of the scale up of the
same intervention to 15 poor-
est districts in Sindh.”

She stated, “The story
wronghully associates us with
the Peoples Promise Sindh
social Protection Strategy,
evien though we were never
posted under that specific
ADP Scheme. The inclu-
sion of incorrect informa-
tion regarding our roles and
responsibilities undermines
the credibility of the story.
| was never posted as Gen-
eral Manager Operations,
but rather had a temporary
assignment with look-after
charge, while drawing BPS 18
salary from the regular budget
and not the project. Also, my
colleague Mr. Aamir Waheed
Khawaja was not posted in
the project and was also given
the look-after charge as an
interim amrangement. More-
over, the story wrongfully
mentions that Syeda Ghanwa
Hussaini was posted in the
project and truth is she was
never posted in the project.”
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[SLAMABAD: Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Ishaq Dar chairing a meeting of the Cabinet Committee

on Privatisation, Monday.

‘IS-KP network’ behind
targeted killings busted

Officials say group from Afghanistan was behind attacks
on Sikhs, Christians, Islamic scholars and cops

By Javed Aziz Khan

PESHAWAR: The Coun-
ter-Terrorism Department
(CTD) and the Capital City
Police have =zaid a network
of the Islamic State-KP has
been smashed which was
allegedly involved in the
target killing of minorities,
police and religious scholars
in the several months.

Additional Inspector
General of CTD Shaukat
Abbas and Capital City
Police Officer Peshawar
Ashfaq Anwar told a press
conference on Monday that
the group from Afghani-
stan was behind the target
killings of three Sikhs, two
Christians, four Islamic
acholars and injuries to
three policemen in Pesha-
war since March.

“Terrorists targeted a
Christian in the limits of
Pishtakhara police station
and later encountered the
Ababeel Squad on Kohat
Road a few days back.
Three policemen were
wounded while a key ter-
rorist Zaffar alias Khalid
from Alghanistan, presently
living in Rashid Garhi, was
killed in the encounter,”
Shaukat Abbas said.

He added that the group
had planned major terrorist
attacks during the coming
Muharram but the cops
arrested the ring leader
before that.

The officials said two
SIMs, Zu card, Afghan card
and other documents recov-
ered from the deceased led
the cops to the network
behind the major target kill-

ing incidents in Peshawar
in which the same 30 bore
pistol was used.

“The CCTV footage of
the BRT, the phone record
and other pieces of evi-
dence led the cops to arrest
the key member of the net-
work, Aminullah, a close
relative of slain Zafar after
raids were conducted in
dilferent parts of Peshawar
and other districts of the
province,” said the officials.

They added that raids
were being conducted to
arrest other members of the
network

The officials said the law
and order in Peshawar and
across the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa had improved
after actions by the CTD
and local police in the last
several months,

“Paolice have increased
patrolling as well as intel-
ligence gathering following
a few attacks in the limits
of the Agha Mir Jani Shah
police station and nearby
areas during the recent
weeks, More Ababeel Squad
bikers have been deployed
for patrolling the narrow
streets to keep a check on
the suspicious elements,”
said CCPO Ashfaq Anwar.

A Sikh Manmohan Singh
was killed and another was
wounded in two attacks on
consecutive days in Kak-
shaal and nearby areas.

Besides, a cop was shot
and wounded in the vicin-
ity while three cops were
wounded on the nearby
Kohat Road. All these inci-
dents happened within
three days last month.

Polls within 60-90
days, says Kaira

By our correspondent

LALAMUSA: Advisor to
Prime Minister on Kazhmir
Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan
Qamar Zaman Kaira has said
nowadays, many people ask
whether the elections will be
held on time or not.
Addressing the participants
of the Inauguration ceremony
of the Lalamusa to Nonanwala
Road here on Monday, he said
the elections would be held
within 60 to 80 days. There
is no need to be a victim of
any kind of confusion. “For
several months, [ have been
trying to hold dialogue for the
better future of Pakistan and
save the country from crises.
The PPP consulted all parties

and decided that the elections
will be held on the same day
all over the country,” he said,
adding that Imran Khan did
not give up stubbomness,

If negotiations with him
had been successful, there
would have been no attacks
on the integrity of Pakistan.
Imran filled vouths with
s0 much hatred that it is
unspeakable. By doing this,
he has harmed the country.
“We are facing problems
loday becanse of the policies
of Imran Khan Unless people
change their attitudes, there
can be no progress in the soci-
ety. We should get out of this
hatred because history is a
witness that it is not useful for
us to harbour hatred,”

AJK cabinet forms panel for fixing flour price

Chaudhry Anwarul Haq chairs meeting; says 12-member committee to send recommendations to govt to reduce expenses, increase revenue

By Syed Abbas Gardezi

ISLAMABAD: Azad Jammu
and Kashmir (AJK) Prime
Minister Chaudhry Anwarul
Hag on Monday presided over
a cabinet’s meeting, wherein
a lZ-member commitlee was
foerned o maintain a balance
between the subsidised and
open market flour price as

well as improve the govems-
ment's flour delivery system
in the region.

The meeting also gave
approval for making nec-
essary amendments to the
existing law regarding the
registration of government
employees' associations or
organisations, The committes
has been tasked with sub-

mitting its recommendations
pertaining to maintaining a
balance in flour prices and
improving the government's
flour delivery system in the
state. The commitiee’s mem-
bers include Azhar Sadiqg,
Majid Khan, Alanal Sargala,
Chaudhry Rashid, Mian
Waheed, Sardar Zia Qamar,
Sardar Amir Altal, Sardar

Faheem Akhtar Rabbani,
Diwan Ali Khan Chagatai and
Javed Igbal Badhani.
Druring the meeting, Prime
Minister Chaudhry Anwarul
Hag said the government
in principle has decided to
increase the salary and pen-
sion of government employ-
eos on the pattern of the
federal govermment. He, how-

ever, maintained that the gov-
ernment would have to bear
additional expenses worth
K18 billion per vear.

He said the 12-member
committee of the cabinet has
also been assigned the task
of subrmitting its reconmen-
dations as to how the govern-
ment could meet these addi-
tional expenses and increase

the sources of revenue.

The cabinet meeting
was attended by senior
ministers, Finance Minis-
ter Colonel (retd) Wagar
Ahmed Noor, government
ministers Raja Faisal Mum-
taz Rathore, Syed Bazal
Ali Naqvi, Sardar Mir
Akbar Khan, Sardar Muham-
miad Hussain and others,

Rs2.6tr power sector liabilities

Power consumers to be billed surcharge
to collect Rs335bn in FY24

Financing Cost surcharge to be charged from July 1 at the rate of Rs3.23 per unit; consumers already paying bills with two
surcharges, electricity duty, PTV licence fee, GST, income tax, extra tax and sales tax accounting for 31 pe of total bills;
taxpaying tenants advised to upload NIC details on PITC website to avoid being charged income tax from next month

By Khalid Mustata

ISLAMABAD: The govern-
ment has started charging
the Financing Cost (FC)
surcharge of Rs3.23 per unit
from end consumers from
July 1, 2023, to mop Rs335
billion to finance the power
sector's debt and liabilities
which stands at Bs2.6 trillion.
In addition, they will also con-
tinue to pay Tariff Rationali-
zation surcharge which is at
Rs0.47 per unit.

Shockingly, the consums-
s — aclive laxpayers resid-
ing in the rented houses who
have receved electricity bills
of more than Rs20,000 in
July (mainly because of the
high electricity tariff) have
been charged income tax too,
according to the consumers
in Islamabad bringing them
under great burden

As far as the FC surcharge
s concemed, the govemment
wolld charge FC Surcharge
at R=3.23 per unit from July
1, 2023, in light of the NEPRA
decision taken on March 30,
2023, But from July 1 to Octo-
ber 30, 20623, the lifeline con-

sumers who utilize 50 units
will pay no surchange,
However, from July 1 to
October 30, 2023, protected
and residential nonprotected
consumers using up to 200
units, and non-protected res-
idential consumers who use
electricity up to 300 units per
month and agriculture tube
wells will pay Hsl.43 FC sur-
charge per unit and this facil-
ity for the said four categories
will be available till October
2023, Other categories will
pay B=3.23 per unit as the FC
surcharge till October 2023,
And from November 1, 2083,
to June 2024, residential pro-
tected consumers who utilize
200 units per month alone
will pay Rs1.43 perunit as FC
shortage till June 2024 but all
the: categories will pay an FC
surcharge at Re3.23 per unit.
Apart from it, the con-
sumer also pays the capacity
charges built into the base
tariff. In the current fiscal
2023-24, the consumer is
expected to pay Rsd 48 per
unit as eapacity charges. The
consumers have paid in the
last fiscal vear 20:22-23 almost

over Rsl.2 trillion which will
swoop upward in the current
financial year 2023-24 up to
Rs2.2-2.5 trillion. The coun-
try’s installed capacity stands
at 45000 MW, but the govern-
ment has geared up endeay-
ours to install more power
plants knowing the fact that
in the years to come capacity
charges will increase mani-
fold to haunt the masses,

The consumer also pays
the monthly fuel charges
incurred for the generation
of electricity as fuel cost is a
pass-through item.

This is how the end elec-
tricity consumer in Pakistan
is virtually being fleeced to
cover up the unending inef.
ficiencies in the power sec-
tor as apart from paying the
actual cost of electricity, tarifl
rationalization, and financing
cosl surcharges, electricity
duty, PTV license fee, GST,
income tax, extra tax, further
tax and sales tax.

Though industrial con-
sumers pay additional extra
and further taxes, residential
consumers do not pay extra
and further taxes, but pay the

remaining duties, taxes, and
surcharges,

Electricity Duty, a provin-
cial duty, has been levied to
all consumers ranging from
1.0 percent to 1.5 percent of
Variable Charges, General
Sales Tax (GST), is levied
under Sale Tax Act 1800, on
all consumers at the rate of
17 percent of the electricity
bills. Now the time has come
for PTV management to come
up with its own business plan
to stand on its own feel. It 1=
quite an injustice to the con-
sumers to share the financial
burden of PTV at a time when
the masses have other oplions
available to equip themseles
with the latest news through
other private channels, as
well as the social media
world. The private sector is
entertaining through better
drama and sports coverage,

Income Tax s charged to
consumers at various rates
depending upon applicable
taniff and the amount of elec-
tricity bill and 5 percent to
commercial consumers on
bills up to Rs. 20,000 and 7.5
percent on bills exceeding Hs.

20,000

Further Tax is being
charged at the rate of 3 per-
cent to all consumers - having
no Sales Tax Return Number
(STEN) except domestic,
agriculiure, bulk consumers,
and street light connections.
Income Tax is charged to
consumers at various rates
depending upon applicable
tariff and the amount of elec-
tricity bill and 5 percent to
commercial consumers on
bills up to Rs20,000 and 7.5
percent on bills exceeding
Fes20,000.

One consumer, Mohm-
mad Ilyvas while talking to
The News said:" | received
the electricity bill in the
month of July 1, 2023, at
Rs2.9819 against the use of
685 units. My meter is Tol,
The actual cost of the elec-
tricity I received in the bill is
Rs19,980. The government
has mopped from me in the
shape of surcharges, taxes,
and duties an amount of Rs
0,235 which is 31 percent of
the total bill This is too much,
| am an active taxpaver, but
ISECO imposed an income

tax of <2 028 which is sheer
injustice. The government has
collected from me in the July
bill Rs2616.70 in the form of
FC surcharge and Rs321.20
RT surcharge, Ra35 PTV fee,
s 4,123 as GST and Rs108 as
GST on FPA and Rs602 as a
fuel price adustment.”

The spokesman of the
FBR, when contacted, said
that if the electricity bill is
received in the name of the
owner of the house who is
a non-taxpayer, and the bill
exceeds R, 000 per month,
then the electricity bill will be
subjected to income tax even
if an active taxpayer is resid-
ing in the rented house and
paying bills.

But the tenant must
deduct that amount from the
rent. However, the Power
Division spokesman said that
if the active taxpayver was
residing in a rented house
and the owner of the house is
a non-taxpayer, then he (the
active taxpayer) must upload
NIC details on the PITC
website and they will not be
charged income tax from next
month.

Organization (NPO)

females with minimum Bachelor Degree in

any discipline.

Selected candidates would require to conduct
survey and also holds office duties for that
they may have to move to different cities of
Pakistan. Desirous females can send their
CVs on undermentioned address. Selection
of candidates will be made on completion of
test / interviews, Persian language speakers
will be given preference.

Email: jehansikandar5@gmail.com.
WhatsApp # 03466352846.

Job Opportunities
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Regulations, 2017,

January 19, 2023.

Regulations, 2017.

Imtiaz Gadar, GFA

Chief Executive Officer
J5 Global Capital Limited
18th Floor. The Centre
Abdullah Haroon Road
Saddar, Karachi

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF WITHDRAWAL OF
INTENTION
TO ACQUIRE AT LEAST 51% OF THE ISSUED AND
OUTSTANDING ORDINARY SHARES AND
CONTROL OF
EFG HERMES PAKISTAN LIMITED
BY JS GLOBAL CAPITAL LIMITED
Under Regulation 21(1)ib) of the Listed Companies
(Substantial Acquisition of Vioting Shares and Takeovers)

This is in reference to the Public Announcement of Intention
to Acquire at least 51% of the issued and outstanding ordinary
shares and control of EFG Hermes Pakistan Limited given
by JS Global Capital Limited (JSGCL') on January 17, 2023,
which was published in the Daily Jang and The News on

Due to unsuccessful negotiations with the seller, it is no
longer feasible for JSGCL to continue with the intended takeover.

Consequently, JSGCL hereby withdraws its intention to
acquire at least 51% of the issved and outstanding ordinary
shares and control of EFG Hemrmes Pakisian Limited under
the provisions of Regulation 21(1)b) of the Listed Companies
{Substantial Acquisition of Violing Shares and Takeovers)
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Agriculture revival, 4m jobs soon: PM

Continued from page 1

security, he said agriculture is
the backbone of the country
and the fammers worked hard to
provide food to millions of peo-
ple and they would be remem-
bered in the history as builders
of Pakistan,

He: said the farmers had the
due right to avail themselves of
incentives for the agriculture
sector and it was the respon-
sibility of the govermnment to
provide them all possible assis-
tance for overall development
and progress. “Farmers work
hard but it is common knowl-
edge that they are facing lack
of resources,” he added.

The prime minister said
growth in the agriculture sector
wolld definitely bring Pakistan
at part with developed coun-
fries.

He said hard work is imper-
ative to ensure progress of
Pakistan, adding the green rov-
ohtion in 1960s was due to the
introduction of new vaneties
of seed, building of dams and
canals and modermn agriculture
practices in the country.

He said farmers should
got more profita than the cost
of production of their crops
including wheat. The govern-
ment did increase the support
price of wheat which led to
record produce of the com-
mcedity, he added.

He was hopeful that due
to the incentives given by the
government, cotton produce
wodild also enhance,

He said it was the respon-
sibility of the govemment to
provide standard seeds, fer-
tilizers and pesticides to the
farmers and equip them with
the latest technology. Shehbaz
Sharif appreciated the new
agriculture initiative for giving
real-time information about
any pest attacks. He expressed
concemn over the adulterated
drugs given to the farmers and
warned of strict action against
the culprits.

He lauded the vision of
Army Chiel Syed Asim Munir
for development of agriculture

sector in the country. *We have
to implement the vision for
agriculture through collabora-
tion among federal and provine
cial governments, agriculture
departments and research insti-
tutes,” he added.

He =aid the government
was ready to fund the agricul-
ture research centres, adding
unfortunately there had been
no worthwhile work due to the
culture of favouritism.

Shehbaz Sharif said state-
owned enterprises were losing
RsG00 billion annually. Paki-
stan imported $4.5 billion of
palm oil which was a burden
on the national économy, he
nioted.

There was a time when
Pakistan was producing more
cotton than it neighbouring
country but then it lost the
track and was now producing
less of staple crops, he said
adding Pakistan could not
afford more foreign loans but
was forced to save its economy
from default by getting loans
from friendly countries, he
added.

The PM said gulf countries
were ready to invest in the agr-
culture sector and bring mod-
em machinery to boost crops
production in the coundry.

Pakistan needed political
stability to attract investment
a3 in an unstable environment,
investors shied away, he added.

Pakistan could attract
investment of $40 to 50 billion
in the years ahead and it could
make food exports to the gulf
countries which were presenily
importing food products worth
$40 billion.

He was of the view that
Pakistan had to compete with
the world and increase iis
exports and added the econ-
omy would get revived in the
next two years.

‘It is demand of our
national security that the
country’s food security and
economic security should be
strengthened.” he said.

Meanwhile, Chief of Army
Staff General Asim Munir
attended the seminar as the

guest of honour,
He also addressed the
participants and assured the

India floods Ravi

Continued from page 1
deal with the situation unfold-

people and the government of | ing.

Armny's full support for all the
initiatives being taken under
the ambit of Special Facilita-
tion Investment Coundil (SFIC)
inclding Green Pakistan Initi-
ative.

The seminar was attended
by federal ministers, chiel
ministers of Punjab and Sindh
province, chief secretaries of
provincial governments, agri-
cultural experts and farmers
from all the provinces.

Foreign dignitaries and
potential investors and experts
from United Kingdom, Italy,
Spain, China, Bahrain, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, Turkiye and
various other countries also
attended the seminar,

Sequel to the inanguration
of Land Information Man-
agement System - Centre of
Excellence (LIMS - COE),
Green Pakistan initiative is
being undertaken to enhance
the food security of Pakistan,
increase exports and reduce
the agriculture related imports,
thereby, contributing to the
national economy.

Agriculture experts and
farmers highly appreciated the
government's landmark initia-
tive and Pakistan Army’s spe-
cial focus on revolutionizing
the agriculture sector by pro-
maoting modermn contemporary
technology, collaboration of
public and private sectors and
trickling down dividends to the
local Tarmwers to alleviate pov-
erty. The participants hailed
the conduct of seminar and
its attendance by experts, gov-
ernment representatives and
potential investors as a success
and first step towards bringing
positive change in the agricul-
ture and livestock sectors,

The paticipants, especially
lauded the Pakistan Army's
efforts in boosting the national
economy by focusing on this
critical sector.

Later the prime minister
visited the agriculture and live-
stock exhibition as well, —APP

ECP to ask Punjab

Continved from page 1

{EVMs) and i-voling.

The commission has
decided o once again ask
the provincial government to
remove the provisions that
mandate the use of EVMs and
i-voting.

A meeting of the elec-
tion commission was held at
its Secretariat in [slamabad
on Monday, presided over
by Chief Election Commis-
sioner Sikandar Sultan Raja
The meeting was attended by
members of the commission,
special secretary, and other
sopior officers.

During a briefing on the
conduct of local body elec-
tions in Punjab, the ECP was
informed that the registration
process for electoral groups
will be completed on July 17
and that the commission has
made all the necessary poll
arrangements.

However, it was revealed
in the meeting that according
to Section 47(1) of the Punjab
Local Government Act 2022,
local government elections
are supposed to be held using
EVMs, and voters are also
expected to have the option of
voling.

The commission has
repeatedly written to the pro-
vincial government express-
ing the impossibility of using
EVMs in local elections and
the unfeasibility of providing
i-voting facilities.

Despite sending several let-
ters to the Punjab chief secre-
tary and the local government
departments concerned, the

necessary actions have not
been taken vet. The commis-
sion needs to procure approx-
mately 205,000 EVMs for local
government (L) elections
due to the large population
of the provinee. This require-
ment involves significant
financial resources, expertise,
and related machinery, which,
among other challenges,
would further delay the grass-
roots elections.

The chief election com-
missioner had previously criti-
cised the Punjab government’s
actions as a tactic to infen-
tionally prolong the already
delayed elections.

So far, the Punjab govern-
ment has made the required
amendments to Bule 35(4)
of the local government, and
the voting procedure has also
been provided for under the
Elections Act 2017.

However, the meeting
highlighted the necessity of
amending the Local Govern-
ment Act fo ensure there 18
no conflict with the Act and
rules. In light of this, the ECP
has instructed its office to
promptly write to the Punjab
government, urging it to make
the necessary amendments
to the Local Government Act
2022 and rules in accordance
with the amendments made by
the federal government to Sec-
tions 103 and 24 of the Elec-
tions Act 2017, which relate to
EVMs and i-voting. The objec-
tive is to ensure that elections
can be held without delay in
the province,

The forum was also
informed that the commission

is prepared to conduct local
body elections in the fed-
eral capital. However, it was
explained that the Ministry
of Interior has not yet issued
a notification specifving the
number of reserved seats in
Islamabad or established rules
regarding election expendi-
ture limits for candidates. The
chief election commissioner
has directed the office to send
another letter to the Ministry
of Interior, seeking the issu-
ance of the notification and
the formulation of new rules
by July 12,

The ECP was briefed that,
in compliance with the order
of the Islamabad High Court,
the commission is fully pre-
pared to hold and schedule
the local body elections in
the federal capital. However,
during the mesting on June
22, 2023, when the represent-
atives of the Ministry of Inte-
rior requested notification of
the number of reserved seats
and rules for limiting election
expenditure for candidates,
the ECP instructed them to
provide these documents.
However, no response has
been received from the Minis-
try of Interior vet. As a result,
the commission has ordered
another letter to be written
to the ministry, requesting
the notification of the num-
ber of reserved seats and the
rules for limiting election
expenditure for candidates to
be provided to the ECP, This
will enable the commission to
issue the schedube for the local
body elections in the federal
capital.

PAC decides to conduct forensic audit
of Haj 2023 expenditure, agreements

Continued from page 1

why, despite the completion of
Haji, why Additional Secretary
Atta-ul-Rehman did not return
since other personnel, includ-
ing the DG Hajj, are already in
Saucli Arabia

The auditor general of Paki-
stan told the PAC that the Hajj
assistants were not allowed
to go to the important places,
including Mina, Muzdalifah and
Arafat.

The secretary of the Minis-
try of Religious Affairs told the
committee that the civil serv-
ants were also given TA/DA
by their department and Hajj
assistants were sent this year
in line with the requirenment of
the Saudi law, making it man-
datory to depute one assistant
for every hundred pilgrims.

On the incomplete briefing
of the ministry, the audit objec-
tions related to the accounts of
the ministry were refused. “1
possess videos showing prob-
lems faced by Pakistani pil-
grims,” said the PAC chairman,
adding that in one of the vid-
03, the minister for religions

affairs can be seen in trouble.
He said Pakistani pilgrims
faced difficulties in acquiring
transport, food and accom-
maodation, with no solution in

PAC Chairman Noor Alam
Khan also said that the food of
five-star hotels was written in
the contracts, but complaints
were received from pilgrims on
the cuality of the food

PAC member Shahida
Akhtar Ali said that most tour
operators sold the quota of
assistants and asked what the
rofe of the private sector was in
terms of assistants.

The PAC chairman said
the DG Hajj sought time for
the briefing but could not give
a satisfactory answer to the
committee regarding the rents
of nearby and distant buildings
in Makkah and Madinah.

The DG Hajj was barred
from the briefing and directed
to furnish all the documents
and the agreements.

Noor Alam Khan appreci-
ated the services of the late
Mufti Abd al-Shalomr as former
minister for religious affairs,

saying there was no complaint
during his time.

He said that after the
inquiry the committee would
be able to cancel the licences
of the responsible persons.

PAC member Sheikh Rohail
Asghar urged cancelling the
licences in case of complaints
related to Hajj and Unirah

The secretary of religious
allairs said, “Our responsibility
was to make Hajj amangements
in Madirah and Makkah while
most of the complaints wers
received from other areas.” He
added that the responsibility of
making arrangements in those
areas lay with the Saudi gov-
ermment.

While briefing the media
after the meeting, Noor Alam
Khan said that there would be
a forensic andit of all matters
of the Hajj operation, adding,
“Free Hajj pilgrims will be iden-
tiffed.”

He said that Pakistani pil-
grims suffered despite the fact
that the private sector charged
Rs2.5 million and the public
sector received Hsl. 18 million

from the pilerims.

The border village of Jalala
in Shakargarh has also suffered
crop damage as a result of the
floodwaters originating from
[ndia. The crops cultivated by
local paddy farmers were sub-
merged while they themselves
remained trapped.

Pakistans eastern neigh-
bour released at least 185,000
cusecs of water in the River
Ravi on Sunday.

Resultantly, excessive
water from India reached Kar-
tarpur Jassar through Naina
Kot and is expected to reach
Lahore via Shahdara in the next
48 hours. Meanwhile, there is
flooding in the River Ravi, Nul-
lah Bacen and other tibutaries.

The administration, as per
officials, is on alert in the dis-
tricts adjacent to River Ravi
and Chenab, while relief camps
have been set up in various dis-
tricts in view of the floods.

According to Provincial
Disaster Management Author-
ity (PDMA), there is moderate
flooding in Chenab at Marala
as well as Shakargarh and
Nullah Baeen, low-level flood
in Khanld and Kadirabad in
Chenab, while the flow of
water in other rivers, including
Ravi, is nommal.

The flow of water in all Hv-
ers, barrages, dams and canals

is being continuously moni-
tored. The control room, mean-
while, is monitoring the entire
sifuation in Pumjab.

Punjab caretaker Chief Min-
ister Mohsin Nagqvi on Sunday
gaid there was no flood in the
province. India, he added, had
released the same amount of
water in Ravi last year, which
was 31,000 cusecs when it
reached Lahore.

Speaking about the arange-
ments regarding flooding in
Dera Ghazi Khan, the chief
minister said the preparations
were complete, However, he
added, settlements should not
have been built inside the fver,
emphasising that people settled
on government lands would
definitely be removed.

The National Disaster
Management Authority has
also izsued an update on the
present stahes of foods stating
that as per the latest flow data
from Pakistan Commissioner
for Indus Waters (PCIW) and
Flood Forecasting Division
(FFD), Akhnoor is experi-
encing high flows. However,
Marala will experience the ris-
ing of flows in next 12 hours,
which will climb from medium
to high Mow level, it added.

According to NDMA, Mara-
la's maximum level capacity is
1,100,000 cusecs, while its cur-
rent leve] is medium at 170,000
cusecs, The water is expected
to rise by 250,000 cusecs.

SC returns plea

Continued from page 1

chairman and office-bearers,
their hate speeches attacking
the judiciary, defence, burn-
ing and looting public assets,
etc, totally unconstitutional,
violative of the fundamental
rights and various provisions
of the Constitution of Pakistan,
including but not limited to
Articles 3,4,5,6,0,14,15, 22, 24,
20, 28, 39 and 40 of the Con-
stitution of Pakistan and thus
their perty was liable to be dis-
solved.

The registrar office, how-
éver, returned the petition
by raising objections that the
requirements of Article 184(3)
of the Constitution were not
fulfilled while filing the peti-

tion.

The office further stated
that it was not clear in the plea
how the imposition of a ban on
the party came under Article
18403} of the Constitution, add-
ing that the instant petition did
not explain as to how banning
the PTI was a matter of public
interest.

The office also stated that
the IPF's leader, who is also
adviser to the prime minister
on sports and towrismy, did not
approach the relevant forum
ahead of filing the petition

The Registrar Office also
stated that under Aricle 245
of the Constitution, the prime
minister and the defence min-
ister could not be made a party
to the case.

Elahi wants bail

Continued from page 1

that he had been ill and his feet
had swollen and requeested that
he be sent to the Services Hos-
pital.

When the judge asked what
other relief he wanted, Pervaiz
said he should be given bail like
Shah Mehmood Qureshi and
P11 chief Imran Khan

Hearing his demand, the
whole court room burst into a
laughter. The judge, however,
called for order,

Pervaiz requested that he
be given the facility of doctor,
His lawyer Aamir Saeed said

even lawyers were not allowed
to meet him.

Meanwhile, PML chief
Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain met
Parvez Elahi for the third time
in jail on Monday. They had
met a week ago after Eid

According to sources,
Parvez Elahi is ready to leave
the PTIL but Chaudhry Moonis
Elahi is not agreeing. During
Monday’s meeting, an attermpt
wis madke to contact Chaudhry
Moonis Elahi by phone in Lon-
don, but he did not take the
call. However, sources close
to FT1 president dismissed this
information,

Bilawal, Hina away
from country during
Swiss FM’s visit

Continued from page 1

was part of his scheduled
engagements.

Similarly, due to the una-
vailability of Minister of State
for Foreign Affairs Hina Rab-
bani Khar in Islamabad, the
foreign minister of Switzerland
also could not meet her. Not
only this, the foreign secretary
was also not available to wel-
come the visiing foreign min-
ister. That was why Special
Secretary of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs/Acting Foreign
Secretary Cyrus Sajjad Qazi
webcomed the visiting minister
and his delegation

It was a very objectionable
diplomatic process and against
the diplomatic requirements
and etiquette. Usually, at the
armival of any foreign minister,
if the counterpart is not pres-
ent in the country, he'she must
be represented by the minister
of state. But in the current sit-
uation, neither the minister of
state for foreign affairs nor the
foreign secretary were avail-
able 1o welcome the visiling
minister. Although the country
of the visiting ambassador did
neod express any displeasure at
the state of affairs openly., it
must be a matter of concern
for the host country.

Meanwhile, the incident
of the desecration of the
Holy Quran in Sweden was
condemned and protested by
Pakistan at all levels, and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
also summoned the Swedish
ambassador over the religions
tragedy, But on the occasion,
Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhu-
tto was in the US for his private
engagements and Minister of
State Hina Rabbani Khar was
also absent from the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. A so-called

formal protest was also made
to the Swedish ambassador by
thee Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
It would have been better had
the foreign minister or the
minister of state for foreign
affairs talked to the ambassa-
dor and conveyed him the reli-
gious sentiments of the people
of Pakistan.

These two incidents raise
questions about the profes-
sionalism and diplomatic cred-
ibility of the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs. Foreign Minister
Bilawal Bhutto, who left Tokyo
for a private visit to America
on July 4 after completing his
official visit to Japan, and it
was told that his unofficial visit
would complete in a week, On
July 11, one week of his private
engagements had completed,
but there was no information
about his retum to the home-
land.
Dwring this time, no infor-
mation about ministerial or
political engagements of Paki-
stan’s foreign minister in the
US came to the fore, although
People’s Party sources said
Bilawal Bhuito was supposed
tomeet US officials and attend
think tanks discussions. There
is no information about his
return to the country and
apparently his contact with
Pakistan at the government
and political level is cut off
currently.

On the other hand,
attempts to contact State
Minister Hina Rabbani Khar
remained unsucecessful. Dur-
ing the past week, she was
seen nowhere, neither in the
cabinet meetings, nor in the
budget meeting at the National
Assembly. Her staff also
expressed ignorance about her
by avoiding any conversation
in this regard.

Fitch upgrades

Continwed from page 1

sovereigns with a rating of
‘COC+" or below,

The upgrade reflects
Pakistan’s improved extemal
liquidity and funding condi-
tions following its staff-level
agreement (SLA) with the IMF
on a nine-month SBA worth £3
billion.

Federal Finance Minister
Ishag Dar in a tweet wrote,
“Another positive news
towards current economic
revival journey, alhamdolil-
lah.”

The minister also congrat-
ulated Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, the people of Pakistan,
government allies and his eco-
N team

“We expect the SLA to be
approved by the IMF board in
July, catalysing other funding
and anchoning policies around
parliamentary elections due
by October. Nevertheless,
programme implementation
and external funding risks
remain due to a volatile polit-
ical climate and large external
financing requirement,” the
agency said.

The approval from the
credit rating agency came
through because Islamabad
has showed willingness to
follow through on IMF-driven
reforms.

Pakistan has recently taken
measires to address shortfalls
in government revenue col-
lection, energy subsidies and
policies inconsistent with a
market-determined exchange
rate, including import financ-
ing restrictions.

These issues held up the
last three reviews of Pakistan's
previous IMF programme,
before its expiry in June.

The government amended

its proposed budget for FY24

to introduce new revenue
measures and cul spending,
following additional tax meas-
ures and subsidy reforms in
February.

Pakistan also let go of
exchange rate management in
January 2023, although guide-
lines on priontizing imports
were only removed in June.,

However, Fitch pointed out
that Pakistan had an extensive
record of going off-track on its
commitments to the IMF.

*We understand the gov-
emment has already made all
the required policy actions
under the SBA. Nevertheless,
there is still scope for delays
and challenges to implemen-
tation as well as new policy
missteps ahead of the October
elections and uncertainty over
the post-election commitment
to the programme.”

Once the IMF board
approves the SBA, it would
disburse 31.2 billion, while
the disbursal of the remaining
31.8 billion would happen after
reviews in November 2023 and
February 2024.

Saudi Arabia and the UAE
have committed another $3
billion in deposits, and the
authorities expect 335 billion
in other new multilateral fund-
ing after the IMF agreement.

The SBA should also facil-
itate dishursement of some of
the 310 billion in aid pledges
made at the January 2023
flood reliel conference, mostly
in the form of project loans (32
billion in the budget).

Authorities expect $25
billion in gross new external
financing in FY24, against 15
billion in public debt matur-
ities, including 21 billion in
bonds and 33,6 billion to mul-
tilateral creditors.

The government funding
target includes $1.5 billion in

market issuance and $4.5 hil-
lion in commercial bank bor-
rowing, both of which could
prove challenging, although
some of the loans not rolled
over in FYZ3 could now peturn.

It also pointed out the like-
lihood of the rollover of 50 bil-
lion in maturing deposits from
China, Saudi Arabia and the
UAE in FY23.

Although import restric-
tions and other measures
helped the country narrow its
current account deficit (CAD),
Fitch forecast a CAD of about
&4 billion (1 percent of GDP)
in FY24, after $3 billion in
FY23 and over $17 billion in
FY22.

“Our forecast CAD is lower
than 36 billion in the budget,
on the assumption that not all
of the planned new Tunding
will materialise, constraining
imports,” it said, adding that
it could still widen more than
expected, given continued
reports of import backlogs, the
dependence of the manufac-
turing sector on forelgn inputs,
and reconstruction needs after
last vear's foods.

Nevertheless, currency
depreciation could limit the
rise, a5 the authorities intend
for imports to be financed
through banks, without
recourse to official reserves.
Remittance inflows could also
recover after partly switching
to unofficial channels to bene-
fit from more favourable paral-
lel market exchange rates.

The *CCC’ rating also
reflected Pakistan's low
reserves of around 34 billion
since February 2023, political
volatility since the May pro-
tests supporting former PM
Imran Khan, and high fiscal
deficits, which could widen
to 7.6 percent of GDP in FY24
from 7 percent in FY23.

PM tasked to mollify Fazl
upset over Dubai huddle

Continued from page 1

meetings in Dubad,

Sources claim PPP
Co-chairman Asif Ali Zardari
has convineed Nawaz Shaifl in
connection with holding elec-
tions on time,

Meanwhile, PMLN supremo
Nawaz Sharil on Monday
tasked Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif to woo Jamiat Ule-
ma-e-Islam-Fazl (JUL-F) xhief
Maulana Fazhur Rehman on the
Dubai meetings held between
the PML-N and PPP leadership.

Sources divulged that Reh-
man, accompanied by Minis-
ter for Communication Asad
Mehmood, reached PM House
to meet PM Shehbaz. Rehman
and PM Shehbaz spoke about
the political climate in the
country during their meeting
Monday, reported local media
The premier apprised Pazlur
Rehman of the ruling alliance's
election strategy. The premier
apprised Maulana Faelur Reh-
man of the decisions made in
Drubai.

Following the meeting, PM
Shehbaz told PML-N supremo
Nawaz Sharifl about his meeting

with Fazhur Rehman,

Earlier, JUL-F spokesper-
son Aslam Ghauri had told
the reporters that whole PDM
did not know anything about
Dubai meeting and it was not
only JULF who were ignorant.

He also said that it was their
right to raise their concerns
regarding the matter, as JUI-F
believes it will cause them
political damage if the tenure
of assemblies is extended.

Aslam Ghaur added that
it was Asif Ali Zardari’s idea
to remove Imran Khan by
no-<confidence motion, as they
wanted to show streel power
and wanted elections. He said
that it would be disclosed soon
that which powers were behind
this idea to remove by no-con-
fidence. He said that JUI was
in favour of holding elections
soon after removal of FTT gov-
ernment. He said that Maulana
Fazlur Rehman also confirmed
PM Shehbaz's statement
regarding dissolution of assem.
blies at the end of their tenure,

Meanwhile, in a bid to pre-
pare for the anticipated gen-
eral election which is likely
to be held in October, PMLN

supremo Nawaz Sharif on
Monday directed his party's
stalwarts to accelerate their
poll drive.

According to media
reports, Sharif recently made
telephonic contacts with key
party members urging them
to ramp up their election cam-
padgn efforts as the mling party
indicated plans to dissolve the
assembly in August possibly on
August 11 or 12,

Durnng these contacts it
was decided that the PMLN
would introduce fresh faces
to invigorate the party's image
and strengthen its chances in
the upcoming election.

Meanwhile the process of
ticket distribution is expected
to be completed by August or
September enabling the party
to field its candidates in a
timely manner,

Simultaneously delibera-
tions are underway to deter-
mine the final date for Nawaz
Sharif’s return to Pakistan.
Currently residing in Saudi
Arabia Shanf has been engag-
ing in meetings with influential
leaders and consulting his legal
team to strategise his comeback

Court acquits Suleman Shehbaz, others

Continved from page 1

their stance in the ingury and
investigation. Investigating
Officer Ali Mardan said no
action was taken.

The court asked if there
was any evidence in the seven
volumes of the FIA. *“Tell me
the fact; don’t tell the court
stories. [ have read everything;
1 will send all FIA people to jail
now. Remember this, [ want an
anawer, what was the proof of
crime submitted in the chal-
lan”

“What was the name of
former DG FIA and where is
he now,” the judge again ques-
tioned. To which, the FIA offi-
cial responded that his name is
Sanaullah Abbasi.

Suleman’s lawyer said for-
mer DG FIA Bashir Memon

used to say that he was also
under pressure to make the
cise,
The FIA prosecutor told the
court that there was no direct
evidence of money laundering
against Suleman.

The court asked him to
share if there was any indirect
evidence against the acoused.

Investigating Officer Ali
Mardan said the action was
started in the light of a report of
the sugar inquiry commission

The court said what was
done by the agency against the
rest of the sugar mills.

Ali Mardan said he was not
aware of the action as he was
not the ingquiry officer of that
Case,
To a court query, the
investigation officer said
that during the investigation,

details of Suleman Shehbaz's
accounts were obtained. He
said money was collected in
the accounts of Suleman She-
hbaz and then withdrawn in
cash.

The court remarked that
what was erime in collecting
and withdrawing money from
a bank account. *That's why, |
called the FIA to tell the court
why a drama had been going on
for so many years,” the judge
said.

The court remarked that
who used to give record to
Shahzad Akbar, on the basis of
which he used to hold so many
presss conferences,

The investigation officer
remained silent over the
remarks of the court.

Later, the court acquitted
Suleman of the charges,

FBR decides to hike valuation
rates of properties

Continued from page 1

Punjab regarding preparation
of valuation tables for FY
2023-24.

In order to rationalise
and bring harmony in the DC
valuation tables and the FBR
valuation tables, the district
collectors should co-opt the
representative of the FBR, as
member of the committes had
already notified in the Punjab
Stamp (Valuation Tables in
respect of Immovable Prop-
erty) Rules, 1900,

It is advised that the time-
lines for completion of valua-
tion tables already circulated
should be followed. It is fur-
ther advised that the name of
the housing society scheme,
along with the Ehasra num-

bers, on which the housing
society/ scheme is developed,
shoudd be mentioned in the val-
uation tables. While notifying
the rates, the brochure value
advertised by the housing
societies’ schemes may also
be considered. This task must
be assigned “Top Priorty’, said
the order.

When contacted, one sen-
ior FER official, told The News
working for updating the valu-
ation tables as well as adding
more cities and towns had
already been completed and
now the FBE high-ups were
scrutinising the work done by
the field formations with the
consultation of the respective
provincial authorities.

It has been decided that on
an average, 15 per cent valua-

tion tables would be jacked up
in the upcoming exercise with
effect from August 1, 2023.

“We want to make updating
of valuation tables a permanent
anmual feature,” said the official
and added that there was still
a gap between the valuation
rates, notified by the FBR and
existing market rates.

Under the World Bank loan
of H00 million, titled ‘Paki-
stan Raises Revenues (PRE)
and RISE-Il programme’, the
revision of valuation tables of
properties in one condition is
attached with it. The revised
valuation rates will help collect
more taxes from immovable
property. However, the FBR's
notified rates are still lower
than the existing fair market
value,
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RAWALPINDI: A traffic police personnel placing a helmet on the head of a biker at Murree Road, during road safely campaign. — Enlme

By Myra Imran

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson
National Commission on the
Status of Women (NCSW)
Nilofar Bakhtiar on Monday
said that under Prime Minis-
ter Women Empowerment
Initiative, the Commission
will implement the distribu-
tion of 22,000 scooties and
establishment of 220
day cares in public sector
orgamisations across the
COUNiry.

NCSW Chairperson said
that implementation of these
projects titled “Women on
Wheels' and "Establishment

NCSW gears up to
implement ‘Women on Wheels’

of Day Care for Working
Women in Public Sector Or-
ganisations Across the Coun-
try’ respectively, will start
soon and will address some
of the most crucial needs of
working womesn,

These projects are part of
the Pime Minister's initia-
tives in which Rs5 billion has
been allocated to the Min-
istry of Human Rights
{(MoHR) to undertake pro-
jects relating to Women's
Empowerment.

While sharing details,
Chairperson Nilofar Bakhtiar
said that the Commission
would establish 220 day

cares in the first phase, and
220 more would be estab-
lished in the second phase of
the implementation. She said
that hospitals and educa-
tional institutions will be the
priority in the first phase,

“*According to implemen-
tation plan, there will be no
construction invelved in es-
tablishing these centres. The
space would be provided by
the organisation or the de-
partment.

The Commission will pro-
vide the furniture, staff and
other necessities and will run
the centres for two year be-
fore handing it over to the

mother department,” she
said.

Regarding distribution of
scooties, the chairperson
said that the process would
be completely transparent
and working women in the
age bracket of 18 to 55
years, belonging to both
public and private sectors,
would be able to apply for
the scheme.

To implement both the
initiatives, the Commission
plans to form a steering
committee and local com-
mittees besides establishing
a Digital App for monitoring
of the projects.

Ruling coalition has lost its
bearings due to PTI’s popularity’

PTI spokesperson says Sharif family and its followers were punished by court

By our correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
spokesperson Monday said
that the nsing popularity of
PTI Imran Khan petrified the
crooked ruling group due to
which it lost its senses and it
was evident from their
courtiers’ news conferences
one after another.

He regretted these news
conferences against what he
claimed the most respected
and popular leader of the
country. He was reacting to
Information Minister Mar-
riyum Aurangzel’s press con-
ference eardier in the day.

The absurd and senseless
talk of the Sharifs’ courtier
(Marrivum), he alleged, wasa
proof of her being mentally
ill. The spokesperson said
that after being proved to be
cormupt and liars, this group
has also lost its vision and in-
tellect.

He reminded that Imran
Khan was in the hearts of 250
milion Pakistanis, but the
Sharifs’ courtier could not
see it, adding that the entire
country from Khyber to
Karachi was echoing with the
one narrative of Imran Khan,
but the spokeswoman of the
puppet Raj was acting like
deaf,

ATC rejects
Shehryar Afridi’s
bail plea in GHQ

attack case

RAWALFPINDI: An Anti-Ter-
rorism Court (ATC) in
Rawalpindi on Monday re-
jected Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTT) leader Shehryar
Afridi’s bail pleain the GHQ
attack case.

While rejecting his plea
the ATC judge Hamid Hus-
gain extended Afridi's judi-
cial remand in GHQ attack
case till July 24. The court
also directed [0 to submit a
challan in the next hearing.

The former federal min-
ister was taken into custody
from Islamabad’s Sector F-8
under Section 3 of Mainte-
nance of Public order
(SMPO). — PPI

The spokesperson said
that the fast increasing popu-
larity of Imran Khan had
made the 13-party group lost
its senses and those, who
were unleashing scathing at-
tacks on state institutions es-
pecially the army and the ju-
diciary and till recent past
were now falsely portraying
themselves to be the
guardians and protectors of
their sanity for the sake of
their petty personal political
interests.

He made it clear that the
Sharif family and its follow-
ers were punished by the
court in comuption cases and
not for the gratification of
anyone’s personal ego,

adding that the corruption
stortes of Shanf mafia were
known all over the world.

The spokesperson said
that the cowardly leader of a
gang of criminals who es-
caped on RsH0 stamp was
afraid of returning to Pak-
istan even in his brothers
govermment.

He went on to say that the
family slaves of the Sharifs
come forward every day with
new lies and resorted to ver-
bal abuse to secure their jobs.
The spokesperson said that
those who called the coun-
tri’'s most popular and
beloved leader as a foreign
agent, they should tell the na-
tion at least as to when the

fugitive proclaim offender
and fugitive leader would re-
tum from London.

Meanwhile, commenting
on Defence Minister Khawaja
Muhammad Asif"s desine that
the general election may be
held in November, as the
weather would be hot in Oc-
tober, the spokesperson said
that as a matter of fact, 2018
general election were held in
July but a minister of a pup-
pet regime, feared hot
weather in October,

“Even if they take part in
elections in chilly December,
their skulls would be boiling.
To turm this heat in cold isnot

the cup of tea of FDM compeo- | B

nent parties,” he maintained.

Chairperson Nilofar
Bakhtiar was addressing a
media interaction organised
in collaboration  with
UNFPA. The interaction
was aimed at sharing the
work of NCSW and dis-
cussing the ways to engage
media for promotion and
protection of women rights.

Journalists from print,
electronic and digital media
participated in the meeting
and presented their sugges-
tions to improve NCSW and
media engagement for pro-

news plays a catalytic role
in achieving gender equal-
ity in Pakistan,” said the
chaimerson.

Nilofar Bakhtiar also
shared the highlights of the
research reports published
by the Commission during
her tenure. She briefed the
participants about the Na-
tional Media Fellowship
program of the Commis-
sion and said that the sec-
ond phase of media fellow-
ships will be advertised in
next 15 days under which

motion and protection of journalists will be trained

women rights. "Main-
streaming gender related

on ethical and impactful re-
porting on women rights.
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& Marketing
Company
(REDAMCO)
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Chief Executive
Officer, Raibway
Estate Developmeant

GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
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Description of

Salary/
Pay Package

Market
Bazaed/Megotiable

Social Sciences,
HEC recognized university.
Exparience:

An overall experience of 20 vears on
Senior Management and Leadership
positions,
aspects of Real Estate Management
such as Financing, Sales, Licensing
and Leasing atc. would be an added
advantage.

Sl CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

DEVELOPMENT & MARKETING COMPANY (REDAMCO)

Ministry of Railways is offering opportunity to well-qualified and experienced professionals to work in
the subsidiary company of Pakistan Railways mentioned above. This position is available for
appointment on contract basis for a period of three years.

Required Educational
Qualification & Experience
Qualification:
MBA 7 MPA / B.E f Master's degree n
relevant subjects, such as Economics,
or equivalent from

Expenence  in

WaArous

PID (1) 174-23

=  Only short-listed candidates shall be called for interview.

=  The Articles of Association and Memorandum of Associalion provide guidelines for the nature
assignment. These may be reviewed on Ministry of Railways’ website.

= The appointment will be on contract basis initially for a period of three (03) years further exlendable for
a maximum period of two (02) years on annual basis subject to satisfactory performance.

= Job Description, Eligibility Criteria and terms & conditions can be seen on our websiles e
www_pakrail.gov.pk and www.railways.gov.pk

= Candidates who fulfill above requisite educational qualification criteria and experience are requested lto
apply on website of MNational Job Portal ie njp.gov.pk within fifteen days from the date of
adverlisement in newspapers.

Director Establishment
Ministry of Railways

of

Islamabad
Ph: 051-9203068

2 involved in
illegal trade of rare
bird species held

By our correspondent

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad Wildlife Management
Board (IWMB) has con-
ducted raids and rescued
rose-ringed parakeels,
alexandrine parakeets, and
rare black pantridges, which
are protected species under
Wildlife Conservation Laws,

According to the IWMBE,
two individuals have been
apprehended on the spot
for their involvement in the
illegal trade of protected
bird species and legal pro-

/| ceedings against them are

currently underway. The
wildlife experts have
opined that black partridges
are not endangered species.
However, their sale is pro-
hibited under the [slamabad
Wildlife ( Protection, Preser-
vation, Conservation and
Management) Ordinance,
1979, Parakeets can easily
live just as long of a life in
captivity as they could out
in the wild. It all depends
upon the quality of care and
hygiene maintenance that is
provided to them.

They said price of a par-
tridge in black market is de-

termined on the basis of dif-
ferent types of notes it
chirps in a quick succes-
slon.

The price tag normally
ranges between REs. 50,000
and Rs. 1. 5 million. The
poachers also sell black
partridges on high prices
due to their demand espe-
clally in rural areas of Sindh
and the Punjab. Local el-
ders hold chirping competi-
tions of black partridges.
These competitions are ar-
ranged with different names
in various parts of the coun-
try, like somewhere this
competition is named as
‘Chakrivan’ and in some
areas ‘Bolivan’. They said
the Punjab government has,
unfortunately, allowed the
hunters to hunt or poach
partridges on Sundays
across the 40 tehsils of the
province.

*The Margalla Hills Na-
tional Park is also a natural
habitat of black partridges.
The traders sell them
mostly through online web-
sites =0 the ministry of in-
formation technology must
keep vigil over their illegal
activities,” they said.
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Bank of Khyber

TENDER NOTICE

Bank of Khyber invites bids from firms/companies for
following tenders. Bidders must be KPRA registered
Tender Mo BOK/PROC/OPS/25/July/2023: Procurement
of solution for Trade Based Money Laundering (TBML)
under KPPRA rules for goods and non-consulting
services, Single stage two envelope under framework
contract for three years Service Level Agreement,
compliance of State Bank of Pakistan FE Circular # 04
Dated 14-0ct-2019 for Managing Risks of Trade Based
Money Laundering and Terrarist Financing

Pre-Bid Meeting : 18 July 2023 at 11.00 AM

Last Date for Submission : 26 July 2023 at 11.00 AM
Tender Opening Date  : 26 July 2023 at 11.30 AM

Retender Mo BOK/PROC/DBG/ 26/ uly/2023: Procurement
for establishment of Bank's own Card Production Unit at
Gulberg Green Islamabad under KPPRA rules for goods,
non consulting services single stage two envelope under
frame contract for three years Service Level Agreement
Pre-Bid Meeting : 18 July 2023 at 3.00PM

Last Date for Submission : 26 July 2023 at 3.00 PM
Tender Opening Date  : 26 July 2023 at 3.30 PM

All mandatory reguirements, specifications and terms
and conditions are mentioned in the bidding
documents. Interested bidder may collect EID
Documentis) from the office of the Head Procurement
Davision , Bank of Khyber Head Office, Ground Floor, 24
The Mall Peshawar Cantt,, or by sending an email request
at tender@bok.com.pk, Bid Document will be provided
free ol cost

All Bids must be delivered as per schedule mentioned
above against tender to

Head Procurement Division
Bank Of Khyber,
BOK Tower, Ground Floor 24 The Mall, Peshawar Cantt. 091-7227020
021-111265 265 Q0000 /Bankolihyber

v, ok

.k

TENDER NOTICE

+ RAWALPINDI CHAMBER OF

Ty

g
= &

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY (RCCI)
CONSTRUCTION OF DISPLAY CENTER FOR WOMEN
ENTREPRENEURS, SMES AND COTTAGE INDUSTRY
1. Rawalpandi Chamber of Commernce and Industry,
RCCIH{Tha Employar) haraby imvites sealed bids on

“Single Stage Two Envelop”™ procadura for “Construction of
Display Center for Women Entrepréeneéurs SMEs and
Ceftage Industry at Mayos Road, Civil Lines, Rawalpindi®
from expenenced, reputable, and elgible Constrection Firms /
Developers with valid hcense of Pakstan Engineering Coural
(FEC) fior the year 2023124 in category “C-<3 and Above" for thae
following scope of work:

2 The Scope of Wok to be performed consist of
construction of Bullding and Infrastruciure which includes Civil
Work (Grey Structure only Including Plaster, Electrical
conduiting, Plumbing Fiping and Fittings) and deploymant of
all necissary Maberal, Labor (8], Formwork, Tooks & Machanery
foraxecution of thisd works,

e Bidding Documeénts arée availlable from the
publscation of this advadisament and can ba cblained fram tha
addrass ghaan balow any day bafors the submission date during
office hours upen submission written request on the firm's letler
head and payment of non-refundable fee amownting lo PHR
10,000/ (Ten Thowsand) in the form of CORPay order! Demand
Drafl in the favor of Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce and
Industry. The same can also be downloaded from PPRA website
{wwer.ppra,org.pk), however, in such a case, bank drafl
amounting o Rs. 10,000/ (non-reflundable) in favor of
Fawalpindi Chambar of Commerce and Industry should ba
submitted along wih Bid Submession,

4. The Tender Documants praparad in aceordancs wilh
the mstructions must reach al office of President Ravalpindi
Chambar of Commence and Industng (ROCH), 384 Mayo Rosd,
Civil Linas, Rawalpindi on or bafore 1" August, 2023 no laler
ihan 10:30 am PST, Tender proposals (Techmical bid) will be
opened on the sameday at 11:00amPST

PRESEDENT
RAWALPINDI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND IMDUSTERY (RCCI
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Herary terms or concepis

like ‘mimicry’ cannot be

understood without

some knowledge about
colonialism and its impacts on
developing countries, especially
those in the Global South.

Prominent Arab intellectual
and literary critic Edward Said
believes that the modern world
cannot be understood without
delving into the topic of colo-
nialism — which postcolonial
intellectual Frantz Fanon, the
author of *“The Wretched of the
Earth' describes as “inherently
destructive”.

Fanon asserts that Westem
colonialism destroyed the identi-
ties of those who were colo-
nized, dealing a severe blow to
their prestige and self-respect. It
also damaged their cultures, tra-
ditions and languages creating a
sense of inferonty.

For instance, if we want to
know why the elite in countries
like India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka
and other British colonies prefer
English over their languages, we
will have to go back to the colo-
nial history of those occupied
colonies. Similarly, if one wants
to know why almost all countries
of South and Central America ex-
cept Brazil speak Spanish then
again, we will have to study
Western expansionism in various
parts of the world

No effort to understand the
dominance of Portuguese in

A perpetual 1dentity crisis

Brazil and other parts of the
world is possible without peep-
ing into the gargantuan appetite
of the Portuguese rling elite de-
termined to subjugate the world.

The ascendancy of Spanish,
English and French in North
America and some parts of
Canada could also be linked to
this phenomenon of colonial-
1sm. According to famous
American historian Howard
£inn, the author of “A People's
History of America’, around 75
million indigenous people of
South, Central and North Amer-
ica would speak 2000 languages
before the arrival of Western
people in 1492,

Many of these languages per-
ished, so did the §0 per cent pop-
ulation of the indigenous people.
It may be mentioned that some
indigenous authors put the total
population at 120 million while
many independent historians be-
lieve it was H060 million. In the
same way, the history of colonial-
ism could serve as a key to un-
derstanding the presence of
black Africans in these regions.
Many historans assert that 12
million black Africans were
brought to these regions, but
Zinn contradicts it claiming 50
million of them were brought to
these areas in shackles,

This long introduction is im-
portant because the impact of
Western colonialism has been
g0 profound that not only is it

difficult to camy out an effective
critique of postcolonial litera-
ture without this history but
modern<day conflicts and socio-
economic situations of the
(ilobal South are also linked to
our insight into colonialism.
Jared Diamond, the author of
‘Guns, Germs, and Steel: The
Fates of Human Societies’ as-
serts that before the Industrial
Revolution 35 per cent of the
world was already under the
control of Western colonial

this status was by copying their
rulers. This is where mimicry
COMes in.

It seems that the definition of
mimicty witnessed changes. Ini-
tially it was just to copy the
habits and etiquettes of colonial
masters. According to Masood
Raja, the author of ‘ISIS: Ideol-
oy, Svinbolics and Counter Nar-
ratives’, “Mimicry is often seen as
something shameful, and a black
or brown person engaging in
mimicry is usually derided by

Western ways of life and feel
shame in their culture and tradi-
tions. According to Masood,
“Mimicry is frequently invoked
with reference to the “been-to,”
someone who has travelled to
the West, and then returned
“home,” seemingly completely
ormed.”

Citing Fanon's work, Masood
says, “Frantz Fanon mocked the
affected pretentiousness of Mar-
tinician “been-tos” in ‘Black Skin,
White Masks’, and the cultural

Not only did colonial powers carry out ruthless genocides and
plunder in the colonies, they also radically changed the identities of
people, transforming their culture by annihilating national
languages or relegating them to a lower status. This created a sense
of inferiority, forcing them to consider their masters to be superior

powers. Such control extended
to 85 per cent by 1945,

Not only did these colonial
powers camy out ruthless geno-
cides and plundering in the
colonies, they alko radically
changed the identities of people,
transforming their culture by an-
nihilating national languages or
relegating them toa lower status.

This created asense of inferi-
ority, forcing them to consider
their masters superior and
prompting them to make efforts
that could elevate their status in
society. One of the ways to aftain

other members of his or her
group for doing so ... Though
mEmICTy 15 a very important con-
cept in thinking about the rela-
tionship between colonizng and
colonized peoples, and many
people have historically been de-
rided as mimics or mimic-men, it
is interesting that almost no one
ever describes themselves as
positively engaged in mimicry: it
is always something that some-
one else is doing.”

Fanon was extremely sarcas-
tic about folks who forget their
cultures and identities, adopting

confusion of the been-to Nyasha
(and her family) in Tsitsi Dan-
garembga’s ‘Nervous Conditions'
is one of the central issues in that
novel. Characters in "Nervous
Conditions’ who have not had
the same experience of travel in
the West find the desire of those
who have returned to impose
their English values, language,
and religion on everyone else be-
wildering and offensive.”

This definition applies to fen-
dal and arstocrats of India and
other parts of the world who vis-
ited their colonial masters’ coun-

tries and adopted their culture
and traditions. Successive gener-
ations of these anstocrats inher-
ited this trend of copying their
masters from their ancestors.

But Homi K Bhabha came up
with a different definition of
‘mimicry’. For him itis not as bad
as one would like to imagine.
Bhabha explains that mimicry is
an exaggerated copyving of lan-
guage, culture, manners, and
ideas, thus mimicry is repetition
with difference. Mimicry is also
one response to the circulation
of stereotypes. Bhabha's analysis
of mimicry in his essay ‘Of Mim-
iery and Man® is largely based on
the Lacanian vision of mimicry
as camouflage resulting in colo-
nial ambivalence.

He sees the colonizer as a
snake in the grass who speaks in
“a tongue that is forked”, and
produces a mimetic representa-
tion that “... emerges as one of
the most elusive and effective
strategies of colonial power and
knowledge.”

According to a research
paper of Yulis Setyvowati of Wi
jaya Putra University, “In post-
colonial studies ‘mindcry’ is con-
gidered as unsettling imitations
that are characteristic of post-
colonial cultures.” Setyowati
says that Bhabha's definition of
oolonial mimicry is the desire for
a reformed, recognizable ‘Other’,
as a subject of difference that is
almost the same, but not quite.”

Bhabha is considered the
foremost contemporary eritic
who has tried to unveil the con-
tradictions inherent in colonial
discourse to highlight the colo-
nizers ambhalence with respoct
to his attitude towards the colo-
nized Other and vice versa.
Bhabha believes that the menace
of mimicry is its double vision
which in disclosing the ambiva-
lence of colonial discourse also
dismupts its authonty.

Analyzing Bhahba's theory
described in Japanese author
Tanizaki's novel ‘Naomi’, Sety-
owati says, “Naomi or Chijin no
Ai (literally A Fool's love) tells
the heroine Naomi who looks
like the Western actress Mary
Pickford and is trained to behave
like a Westermer ... Naomid is de-
seribed as “Westem-looking.”

She believes that this para-
digm involves a complex and
varied cultural contact, interac-
tion and counter-globalization
movements. It may be said that
some critics like Robert Young
assert that when two different
cultures meet at the beginning,
one of them dominates another
with their superiority and fi-
nally becomes a new culture
and civilization.

For them it leads to the civi-
lization of a ‘new modern cul-
ture’ but Bhabha describes those
circumstances as ‘mimicry’ and

To be contivised
The writer & a freelanee

journalist who can be reached
at: egalitarianksmdd 48 gmail.com

Repairing ties

Maheen Shafeeq

ince the start of

trade wars between

the U'S and China in

2018, the two sides
have plunged into a com-
1 petitive  rivalry  often
quoted as ‘Cold War II' or "New Cold
War' by analysts.

However, unlike the cold war, the
two sides are trying to manage their ri-
valry., Since last year, the two sides
have been attempting to resolve their
tensions. The US National Security
Strategy of October 2022 and the meet-
ing between US President Joe Biden
and Chinese President Xi Jinping in
Bali in November 2022 marked the turn
of events in US-China relations.

Recently, two important meetings
between the U'S and Chinese top offi-
cials made the headlines. The first
meeting was between US National Se-
curity Adviser Jake Sullivan and Direc-
tor of the Office of Foreign Affairs
Commission and member of the Chi-
nese Polithuro Wang Yi in Vienna on
May 10-11, 2023.

The salient features of the meeting
were a constructive and candid discus-
sion over bilateral, regional and global
security issues. The purpose of the
meeting was to sustain the vital means
of strategic communication and build
on engagements between US President
Biden and Chinese President Xi in Bali
in November 2022,

This revealed that despite raging
tech and trade competition and chal-
lenges in US-China bilateral relations,
the two sides intend to lower tensions
through dialogue and diplomacy. It is
critical to note that the two sides
want to continue talks to manage the
friction.

The second meeting was between
U'S Secretary of State Antony Blinken
and Wang Yi, Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping and Chinese Foreign Minister Qin
Gang in China on June 18-19, 2023. Sim-
ilar to the previous meeting, the two
gides had a candid, substantive and
constructive discussion on addressing
bilateral, regional and global issues.
The purpose of the meeting was to con-
struct the talks further to maintain
communication channels and reduce
miscalculation risks,

This is significant as during an unex-
pected crisis, the two sides must have
open channels of communication to
avoid miscommunication. For the US

and China, it could be a crisis across
the Taiwan Strait, the Pacific Ocean,
the South China Sea, or in China or in
areas of bilateral trade policies as ob-
served dunng trade wars.

While the U'S remains committed to
out-competing China, the two sides
have managed to change their rivalry to
an under-control competition. During
the meeting, US and Chinese officials,
despite the competition, wanted to co-
operate to address shared transnational
challenges such as climate change,
food security, public health, global
macroeconomic stability and counter-
narcotics. Secretary Blinken invited his
Chinese counterparts to Washington,
and the two sides agreed on further
high-level engagements.

Spoilers usually become active and
alert to disrupt the process when two
opponents are about to mend ways.
This was observed when Secretary
Blinken was scheduled to visit Beijing

Although chances of
peace remain low under
an increasingly hostile
India, Pakistan and
India may attempt to
catch the low-hanging
fruit and open channels
of formal communication

in February, but the trip was post-
poned over the weather halloon inci-
dent, which was recently refuted as
suspected of collecting intelligence.
As the two major powers are on the
way to building a collaborative envi-
ronment, there are likely chances that
spoilers who are gaining from the US-
China rivalry will become active. [t
will be up to Washington and Beijing
to manage relations maturely under
such circumstances as they have done
recently.

Peace among major powers is im-
portant for global stability. Russia's war
in Ukraine is an example of how a re-
gional rivalry of a major power can im-
pact on the global scale.

Similary, if the US-China competi-
tion veers into a conflict, it could be
detrimental for intemational peace and
political economy. This will push states
to take sides in a multipolar world, ac-
centuating bloc and camp politics.

Therefore, the timely measures by the
Biden administration to manage the
competition is an important tenet of
current global peace.

Pakistan and India could draw im-
portant lessons from how the US and
China manage their rivalry. The Modi
government has adopted inflexible
and warmongering policies towards
Pakistan, Even though the US and
China are not in close proximity as
Pakistan and India, the two states are
working towards developing channels
of strategic communication, and ef-
forts are being made to address possi-
ble miscalculations.

In contrast, such communication
channels between India and Pakistan
have been cut off. The two sides are ac-
tively building military power with the
support of their close allies; inadvertent
escalation and miscalculations are in-
evitable. Pakistan acted maturely dur-
ing the BrahMos crisis; however, in
case of another miscalculated action
like it, a befitting response from Pak-
istan should be expected. As elections
in India draw closer (May 2024), mis-
calculated measures towands Pakistan
in order to appease people for votes
could be expected as a usual practice
of the Modi government.

Although chances of peace remain
low under an increasingly hostile and
stubborn India, the two sides may at-
tempt to catch the low-hanging fruit
and open channels of formal and high-
level communication. It is also impor-
tant that, like the US and China, the two
sides note down areas of cooperation,
such as climate change, public health,
counterterrorism, public health and
cross-border trade.

Instead of developing conducive
multilateral economic and connectiv-
ity structures within the region where
it has to survive, India is looking out-
gide the region for economic collabo-
rations, such as BRICS and G20, while
negating the SCO platform for regional
connectivity.

As neighbouring countries with sey-
eral historical, cultural and religions
linkages, it would be prudent for the
Pakistan and India governments to
have open communication channels to
manage relations cautiously - like the
US and China are doing despite their
differences.

The writer is a research analyst in
emerging teehnologies and
international security. She tweets
@ M aheenS hafeeg

Will the

Ron Jacobs

en certain lines are

cmossed, the nature of other

things becomes clearer,

Providing cluster bombs to

the Ukrainian military is such a rubi-

con. The pretense that the Nato spon-

sored forces have some kind of moral

high ground in their conflict with
Moscow is fading quickly.

Even retired Vermont senator
Patrick Leahy together with current
senator Jeff Merkley acknowledged as
much in a recent opinion plece in the
newspaper of the warfare state, the
Washington Post (7/8/2023). Neither of
these men oppose the US involvement
in the conflict, but providing a weapon
banned by most governments in the
world is too much for these humanitar-
ian warmongers.

Histoncally, the first cluster bomb
in the United States was developed in
the 1950s by Ralph M Parsons Com-
pany. [ts identity number was E86 and
was originally developed to disperse
chemical and biological agents among
enemy populations during war. After
chemical and biological warfare fell
out of favor with those servants of

Ukraine war end?

Mars who plan wars, the concept was
modified so that the bombs would ex-
plode in the air.

The explosion releases hundreds of
bomblets which fall to the ground, cre-
ating a sort of minefield. The primary
type being sent to Ulraine is the Mk 20
Rockeye II, which is considered an
anti-tank weapon but was used by the
US military during the first US attack
on Iraq on numerous types of targets,
According to Globalsecurity.org, US
Marines used the weapon extensively
against armor, artillery, and personnel
targets. The remainder were dropped
by Air Force and Navy aircraft. (ac-
cessed TA2023)

The alleged use of chister bombs by
Russian troops has been called a war
crime by some politicians in the global
north. In fact, then-White House press
secretary Jen Psaki called Russia's al.
leged use of cluster munitions a poten-
tial ‘war crime’ in March 2022. I don't
disagree. These charges must now also
be applied to Kyiv's government and
the government in Washington, DC.

Any other NATO regime approving
this move should also be put on notice,
One of the primary reasons liberal
human rights organizations and the
United Mations support the ban on

cluster bombs is because, like under-
ground mines, the bomblets remain
deadly for years after a war ends. No
one removes the explosives from the
former battlefields, which means they
can (and do) kill civilians well after a
military conflicts is over.

The victims of these andom explo-
sions are often children. The Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross esti-
mates that in Laos alone, 9 to 27
million unexploded bomblets remain,
cansing death or injury to at least
11,000 people, with over 30 percent of
them children.

I wrote several months ago that the
Ukraine-Russia-Nato conflict did not
meet the criterion for what is called a
just war The primary reason | wrote
this is because the hoped for ends of
this war do not justify the means used
to achieve those ends. This applies to
all military participants in the conflict
— government troops, mercenaries
and so-called foreign volunteers. The
addition of cluster bombs to the
Nato/Kyiv arsenal puts an exclamation
point on my statement.

Excerpted: ‘Lels Be Clear, Cluster
Bombz are an Escalation’. Courtesy:
Counlerpunch.ong

The quest for
immortality

Mir Adnan Azz

he quest for immortality has
en as timeless as it has
been fruitless. First recorded
over 4000 years ago on the
Babylonian Tablets, it narrates the
tale of King Gilgamesh of Unuk. His
recorded lament reads: “Then I was
afraid that 1 too would die”. Ishtar,
the mythical goddess of love, urges
him to be content with his mortal ife
and “regard the little one who takes
thy hand and the wife happy against
thy bosom”. Unheeding; Gilgamesh
tums his back on family and friends
in a futile search for etemal hife.

Transcending ages, a young
Bertrand Russell would refer to
Earth bitterly as “the petty planet on
which our bodies impotently craw”™
adding “brief and powerless is man's
life; om him and all his mce the slow
sure doom falls pitiless and dark”.
Today, this dread sees some amongst
the ultra-rich besotted with visions of
immortality. Sensing a once in a
(mortal) life opportunity, the biggest
names in Silicon Valley now term
death a fixable glitch. By 2025, this
venture shall be an over 700 billion
dollar industry.

Ray Kurzweil, Al visionary at
Google, is the anthor of “The Singu-
lanty Is Near; When Humans Tran-
scend Biology'. He prophesies a
merger of Al and biological intelli-
gence creating immortal software-
based ‘humans' in a virtual civiliza-
tion. Advocates of this cause can
now be found in some of the most
prominent universities, corporations,
research laboratones and political in-
stitutions. Aubrey de Grey, a famed
Cambridge gerontologist, leads the
charge.

Oracle’s Larry Ellison once re-
marked “death makes me very
angry”. He has donated $430 million
into research that can do away with
the source of his anger. Google co-
founder Lamy Page found and
funded Calico with $750 million to
“solve the death problem”. PayPal
co-founder Peter Thiel sees death as
“the great enemy”. His Breakout
Labs funds the drive for immortality.

Amazon Chairman Jeff Bezos
and Russian billionaire Yuri Milner
invested in Altos Labs, a &3 billion
dollar bhiotechnology company
working to alter life detriments.
Elon Musk is funding a Neuralink
project to merge minds and ma-
chines. Russian billionaire Dimitry [t-
skovs 2045-Initiative seeks to

achieve immortality with avatars re-
placing humans, Into the creation of

his own avatar, Itskov envisages
thousands of life vears for himself.

Max More, a philosopher and fu-
turist, owns Alcor, one of the largest
cryonics facilities. Here, “death can
be paused” as bodies and brains are
preserved at minus 196 degrees
centigrade to supposedly rejoin hu-
manity after reanimation. These fran-
tic forays have spawned the most
bizarre. Apps like LivesOn now offer
gocial media presence after death.,
Based on past data, it offers to gener-
ate postimortem tweets with the sur
real claim "When your heart stops
beating, yvou'll keep tweeting”.

With humans creating stone tools
two million years ago, evolution
spread over millennia, is an ex-

Looking up to the
stars is a quality
innate to humankind;
keeping our
responsibilities,
boundaries and
collective wellbeing in
mind is equally
imperative

tremely slow, arduous and a come-
plex process, It cannot be mega
turbo boosted to redesign hu-
mankind itself. This gambit has
some like historian Yuval Harari
prophesving in his ‘Homo Deus: A
Brief History of Tomorrow’ that ho-
mosapiens shall soon be replaced by
homodeus or man-god. Once in a
while a destructive calamity or a
seemingly innocuous microorganism
morphing into a devastating pan-
demic tries to show us our limita-
tions, Yet, we remain beholden to the
illusion that we are the masters who
can force nature into submission.
Nick Bostrom, professor at Ox-
ford University, is a leading transhu-
manist philosopher, He writes in his
bestselling ‘Superntelligence: Paths,
Dangers, Strategies’ that true Al if
realized, shall pose a danger that ex-
ceeds all known threats, His stark
warning: “if a super-intelligent ma-
chine's development s not managed
carefully, humanity risks engineer-
ing its own extinction”. Stephen
Hawking, ever sceptical of runaway

Al wrote in his last book, Brief An-
swers to Big Questions”: “Super-in-
telligent Al will be extremely good
at accomplishing its goals and if
those goals aren't aligned with ours
we're in trouble”.

As a species, we have proven to
be the most reckless and iresponsi-
ble, be it something seemingly as
mundane as a cigarette which causes
over 7 million deaths annually, indus-
trial emissions ravaging our planet or
the chilling specter of a nuclear win-
ter. Eight billion humans make up a
mere 0.01 per cent of Earth's bio-
mass; vinses and worms each weigh
three times more, Yel, we are en-
abling the sixth mass extinction, the
only one by himan activity, occur-
ring in our planet’s four-billion-year
history. Despite knowing that extine-
tion of even a single species creates
a negative ecological shift, our reck-
lessness remains unbounded.

A WWF report reveals that in the
last 50 years, 83 per cent of wild
mammals and half the plants have
been lost; one million animals and
plant species face extinction. A Un-
esco study found that “the rate of
species extinction over the past 50
years is at least tens to hundreds of
times higher than averaged over the
past 10 million years™.

In our own backyard, the Hindu
Kush Himalaya glaciers, a source of
water for two billion people, are melt-
ing 65 per cent faster than the previ-
ous decade, Experts wam that with-
out immediate remedial measures, 80
per cent of these glaciers shall be
gone by the end of this century.

Looking up to the stars is a qual-
ity innate to humankind; keeping our
responsihilities, boundaries and col-
lective wellbeing in mind is equally
imperative. When famed astrophysi-
cist Carl Sagan saw the famous earth
photograph taken by Voyager 1 in
1990, he poignantly described it as
“The Pale Blue Dot; a mote of dust
suspended in a sunbeam”™. He wrote:
“To me, it underscores our responsi-
bility to deal more kindly with one
another, and to preserve and cherish
the pale blue dot, the only home
we've ever known”.

As for those craving imamortality,
novelist Susan Ertz was spot on
when she wrote; “Millions long for
immortality who do not know what
todo with themselves on a rainy Sun-
day afternoon”.

The writer is a freelaness
contributor. He can be reached at:
mirdnanaziz@Sgmail com
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Secure borders

nly in these first 11 days of July, one Pakistan
Army major has been martyred, three soldiers
and as many civilians critically injured, and
three police officials and a Frontier Constabu-
lary (FC) personnel martyred in separate terror incidents.
It will thus not be an exaggeration to say that the terror
menace is back, a particularly alarming situation for a
country that has over the years lost tens of thousands to
militant attacks; many more have had to live with the sor-
row and anger of losing their loved ones. The hope this
time around though is that, since parliamentarians and the
military have categorically stated that talking to terrorists
only ends up strengthening them, helping them gain
ground and organize more robustly, the state in its en-
tirety has recognized the threat posed by a resurgent TTE
Just a few months back, the army's top brass had also
vowed to hunt down terrorists through a ‘whole-of-the-
system’' approach to eradicate the permissive factors of
terrorism, extremism and instability in the country.

One of the most important factors in the increased ter-
ror threat in the country is the TTP finding safe haven in
Afghanistan. In this context, Pakistan has been pressing
on the Afghan Taliban to tackle the TTP threat on their
side of the border so that Pakistan can manage its coun-
terterror strategies on its own soil more effectively. There
has now also been acknowledgement on the part of the
Pakistani authorities of the steps being taken by the
Afghan Taliban regime to counter cross-border terrorism.
Pakistan has called the Afghan government’s relocation
of TTP militants from border areas a significant develop-
ment, saying that the Afghans had made efforts to ad-
dress the terror concerns of Pakistan and its neighbours,
including China, but that it is a bit premature to specu-
late further. The signs though are good. It is a fact that
the new wave of terrorism that has gripped the country
started soon after the fall of Kabul in August 2021. This
was something security experts in Pakistan had been
warning the previous Imran Khan-led government. Secu-
rity observers had also warned that, while the Pakistan
government may have wanted to give peace a chance, the
TTP has consistently signalled its lack of interest in
peace. Back then, these questions - and more - were
asked but not answered by the PTI government. For ex-
ample, if TTP members were being resettled, what were
the terms and conditions of these negotiations? If the ne-
gotiations did not succeed in the end - and that was what
happened eventually -- would the state not have ceded
enough space and time for the TTP to have regrouped
and restrengthen?

It is thus much-needed encouraging news that the
Afghan Taliban are taking steps to neutralize the TTP and
moving the terror group away from the Afghan areas bor-
dering Pakistan. Our government authorities have said
that pockets of TTP, ETIM, and other groups’ are a source
of concern and that both Pakistan and China are hopeful
that the Afghan government will take practical measures
in this regand. Meanwhile, in Pakistan, if terrorism is to be
truly eliminated, it is vital that the government follow
through on all planks of the National Action Plan, from
displaying zero-tolerance for extremism from any group
to better harnessing our intelligence resources as a pre-
ventative measure, Winning on the battlefield alone will
not be sufficient either. To prevent new militant threats
from rising up, it is their divisive ideology which must be
discredited. This is an uphill task, but it is not impossible.
With an Afghan regime that does not dither from provid-
ing cooperation in counterterror strategies, and a Pak-
istani state willing to counter the entire terror threat, this
hattle can be won finally.

Population and
gender equality

he theme for this year’s World Population Day --

which falls today (July 11) -- is 'Unleashing the

power of gender equality: Uplifting the voices of

women and girls to unlock our world'’s infinite
possibilities'. The theme recognizes the crueial link be-
tween empowering women and girls and resolving de-
mographic problems and how discussions about popu-
lation issues often ignore women despite this link. The
UUN Population Fund's (UNFPA) 2023 State of World Pop-
ulation report recognizes that both narratives that prob-
lematize overpopulation and under-population run the
risk of violating women's choices and their reproductive
rights. While in Pakistan we often hear about the many
problems that overpopulation causes, globally the era of
population growth is approaching its peak due to declin-
ing fertility rates among women.

In the early 19705, women had on average 4.5 children
each, but in 2023 fertility rates have declined to around
2.3 children per woman, according to the UN, This dra-
matic change in fertility rates has been made possible by
empowering women in terms of their reproductive rights,
giving them greater control over how many children they
chose to have and when. However, Pakistan is somewhat
of an outlier when it comes to this trend. While fertility
rates in the country have declined, from 6.5 children per
woman in 1960 to 3.3 children per woman in 2023, the
current fertility rate means our population is projected to
double in just 35 years, according to the UN Population
Fund's World Population Dashboard. This is more than
twice as fast as the dashboard’s projected global popula-
tion annual doubling time of 76 years.

This rate of increase will put added pressure on our al-
ready strained state resources [t is highly unlikely that we
will manage to double the amount of food, energy, jobs
and water available to us in just 5 years. Furthermore,
the current population growth rate is likely driven by the
lack of reproductive rights among Pakistani women. Ac-
cording to the World Population Dashboard, the unmet
need for family planning rate among women aged 1549 in
Pakistan is at 11 per cent, compared to a global rate of 9.0
per cent. Any strategy that seeks to deal with our popula-
tion challenges will thus have to overcome the gap when
it comes to access to family planning and contraception
in Pakistan, This not only means addressing the shotcom-
ings in our healthecare networks but also doing more in
terms of challenging cultural attitudes and norms that
stigmatize family planning and value having more children
even at the expense of women’s reproductive choices,

A decade of CPEC

other strategy or initiative gained

any such global limelight than Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping's Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI). The US's Build
Back Better World (B3W )V Partnership
for Global Infrastructure Investment
(PGIT) andd the EU Global Gateway are
concrete instances of how the world
has responded to counter the rising
global role and influence of China.

There is hardly a policy think tank
or academic institute across the
globe that has remained disinterested
in the enterprise. On account of mas-
sive enthusiasm for the subject, one
study asserts that in China alone “the
BRI-related publications increased by
nearly 30,000 in 2018". To a large ex-
tent, similar has been the case with
one artery of the BRI in Pakistan -
the China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC), which is one of the most
discussed subjects in universities,
think tanks and in business circles
and the media.

In her study The Words of the Belt
and Road Initiative: A Chinese Dis-
course for the World?', C M Costa has
appropriately stated that the Chinese
initiative has “*tumed into a global hot
academic and media topic™. One study
claims that in China alone, “the BRI-
related publications increased by
nearly 30,000 in 2018, including prob-
ably media reports otherwise these
figures seem quite exaggerated. What
| want to emphasize here is that the
BRI (globally) and CPEC (to some ex-
tent globally but mostly regionally or
locally) have remained at the centre of
attention, although the intensity of in-
terest has been waning of late.

Both Pakistan and China have
identified the benefits of the corridor
and its achievements to date and
hence have decided to celebrate a
decade of CPEC this month, including
a planned intemational conference in
Islamabad. I am in Germany on a
short research fellowship, working on
my book on BRIYCPEC at the German
Institute of Development and Sustain-
ability (IDOS) in Bonn, thanks to my
researcher collaborator Professor
Stephan Klingebiel, who is an eminent
expert in the field of transnational de-
velopment cooperation.

I participated in a workshop ‘10
vears of BRI - leaming processes, pol-
icy adaptations and managing com-
plexity’, organized jointly by Univer-
sity of Bonn amd Academy of
International Affairs of North Rhine-
Westphalia (NEW). While a lot of is-
sues were discussed during the semi-
nar where experts and Sinologists
from several countries participated,
including from Taiwan and mainland
China, there was also this feeling that
the West is on the path of ‘derisking’ -
a mere euphemistic impression and a
soft version of "decoupling’.

One PhD scholar showed how
Sino-EU cooperation in the area of
space mission and space technology
has come to halt during the last sev-
eral years. In addition to space tech-
nology, there are several other areas
such Al, biotechnology and informa-
tion technology where the West has
been on the course of ‘derisking’
(read: decoupling). Sad for the growth
of science and technology and for the
greater benefit of humanity indeed.

The problem with the US and by
extension the larger Western world is
that it has been looking at the BRI pri-
marily from geopolitical lenses. In his
book, ‘The Avoidable War: The Dan-
gers of a Catastrophic Conflict be-
tween the US and Xi Jinping's China’,
former prime minister of Australia
Kevin Eudd argues that an "armed
conflict between China and the United
States over the next decade, while not
vet probable, has become a real possi-
bility”. He is not alone to predict such
a catastrophic scenario of the Sino-L'S
bilateral ties, there is a long list of
American writers. During the seminar,
a US-based Chinese professor told me

Iu recent times, hardly has any

Dr Murad Ali

The writer holds a PhD from
Massey University, New
Zealand. He teaches at the
University of Malakand. He
can be reached at:
muradali nom@gmail.com

that you will rarely come across such
warmongering from Chinese leader-
ship and people in academia. The US
is always obsessed with the idea of
war, he stated.

And perhaps, no other writer can
sum it better than the great Kishore
Mahbubani, Singaporean diplomat
and author of several books, whose
parents lived and grew up in prear-
tition Pakistan in Hyderabad. In his
book ‘The Asian 21st Century’, he as-
serts: “The Chinese have, for instance,
avoided unnecessary wars. Unlike the
United States, which is blessed with
two nonthreatening neighbors in
Canada and Mexico, China has diffi-
cult relations with a number of strong,
nationalistic neighbors, including
India, Japan, South Korea, and Viet-
nam. Quite remarkably, of the five per-
manent members of the UN Security
Coundil (China, France, Russia, the
United States, and the United King-
dom), China is the only one among
them that has not fired a single mili-
tary shot across its border in 30
vears... By contrast, even during the
relatively peaceful Obama Administra-
tion, the Amercan military dropped
26 thousand bombs on seven coun-
tries in a single yvear”.

To be certain, CPEC is not a hol-
low narrative or a mere slogan as it
has real and tangible impacts. Re-
cently, China’s Foreign Ministry
Spokesperson Wang Wenbin stated in
a press conference in Beijing that

There is plenty to
celebrate the decade of
CPEC as without any
doubt both governments,
despite security and
political challenges as
well as the Covid
pandemic, have made
significant progress

CPEC has attracted about $24.5 billion
since it was initiated. He added that
CPEC projects have generated about
192,000 jobs, added 6,000 MW of
power, constructed 510 km highways,
and expanded the national power
transmission network by 836 km. Sev-
eral government documents corrobo-
rate such statements. Also, among the
six economic corridors envisioned
under the BRI, CPEC has made
tremendous progress as numerous
projects worth 325 billion have been
executed in energy, infrastructure,
and industrial sectors.

According to the Pakistan Eco-
nomic Survey 2021-22, out of the total
56 projects cuwrrently underway, *26
projects worth approximately US$17
billion have been completed so far
and 30 projects worth US35.5 billion
are under construction”. Similary, an-
other 36 projects of about $25.4 billion
are stated to be in the pipeline. How-
ever, there is also a feeling that “China
faces challenges in the realization of
the BRI as the multiple countries
along the network have different eco-
nomic, political, institutional and in-
frastructural condifions and agendas”,

In the case of CPEC, no doubt
substantial progress has been made
as projects have been completed
across the length and breadth of Pak-
istan, including the first metro line in
Lahore. Unfortunately, in contrast to
our only Orange Metro Line in La-

hore, 15 Indian cities have metro line
infrastructure.

Pakistan has not made any
progress in this area, with or without
CPEC. Along with the Karachi Circu-
lar Railway (KCR) project and other
planned mass transit systems in big
cities, we have priortized roads and
motorized infrastructure and the fate
of several projects is still in limbo.
For example, Peshawar-Karachi rail-
way line, known as Main Line-1 (ML-
1). It must be mentioned that the proj
ect had been designated a ‘strategic’
project by the Gth JOC meeting held in
Beijing. It was stated that with com-
pletion, travel time and cost of trans-
portation would be reduced as trains
would ply at the speed of 160 km per
hour, Despite several promises, there
was no headway on ML-1 during the
11th JCC meeting, and the project
cost has phenomenally increased
with the delay. There were no words
about ML-1 during the 10th JCC meet-
ing held in September 2021, the last
such summit convened via videocon-
ference by the previous PTI-led gov-
emment. Another conspicuous exam-
ple is that of the Diamer-Bhasha Dam.

In sum, there is plenty (o celebrate
the decade of CPEC as without any
doubt both governments, despite se-
curity and political challenges as well
as the Covid pandemic, have made sig-
nificant progress. There is a need for
prior coordination, meticulous plan-
ning, and no need to msh to projects
which have political capital but are fi-
nancially unsustainable. Beijing and
Islamabad have been working in the
field of defence and security for
decades and they should not find chal-
lenges in clear communication. For
CPEC implementation, the formation
of institutional arrangements such
Joint Working Groups (JWGs) and
JOC are innovative approaches for in-
creased consultations and coordina-
tion.

That said, both countries need to
plan ahead - and plan well. In contrast
to the ML-1 case in Pakistan, the de-
velopment and upgradation of rail-
ways has been a key element of the
BRI in several participating countries.
For example, in Ethiopia, the trans-
boundary railway between Addis
Ababa and Djibouti is considered to
be a prominent BRI project in the re-
gion with significant dividend. Ac-
cording to one study, “the railway im-
proves efficiency by reducing the
amount of time required to import
goods to central Ethiopia from three
days to half a day”. Similarly, in Cam-
bodia, Chinese investment in trans-
port infrastructure has significantly
reduced travel time as the mobility of
local people and goods have increased
domestically as well as between Cam-
bodia and neighbouring countries
through better transport networks.

The Thai case is another example
which shows how to make the BRI
more economically viable without
venturing into the nsks of ‘debt-traps’
by ensuring the BRI project fits in
with the country’s prionties in align-
ment and delivery. For the successful
fruition of CPEC, the onus is on Pak-
istan to keep its house in order. For
petty political gains, our politicians do
not hesitate to dmg China in the coun-
try's domestic politics. Such practices
must not be repeated. Even if there
are reservations regarding the finan-
cial aspects of certain projects, there
are proper forams for that rather than
to resort to mudslinging.

To make the initiative truly a game-
changer, Pakistan must revisit its po-
litical and governance model - and of
course its foreign policy priorities,
With the existing mode of governance
plagued by corruption, ineffective in-
stitutions, political instability, elite
capture and mismanagement at differ-
ent tiers of the government and syeo-
phancy rather than meritocracy, it
seems a daydream to see this country
have a flourishing economy.

THE HOLY QURAN
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Surah Al-Anfal - 8, Verse - 40

Climate
stability

Emily Nyrop

n June, the United States Supreme Court

wrapped up the 2022-23 term much like the

previous one. In late May, the court undercut

the ability of the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) to regulate water pollution under
the Clean Water Act. That came nearly a vear after
it curtailed the EPA's authonity to broadly regulate
emissions from power plants. This continued bar-
rage on federal environmental regulations leaves
1S in a precanous spot.

“The vice in both instances is the same,” Jus-
tice Elena Kagan wrote in a dissenting opinion on
the water pollution ruling, “the Court’s appoint-
ment of itsell as the national decision-maker on en-
vironmental policy”,

In April, the Biden administration proposed
ambitious new regulations to reduce methane pol-
lution, tighten fuel-efficiency standards, and cur
tail emissions from power plants - essential steps
for slashing national emissions in half by 2030, As
opponents bring new legal challenges before a
sympathetic Supreme Court, we cannot assume
these measures will stand.

State- and local-level leaders will be our last
line of defence against judicial overreach - they
must rise to the occasion and enact ambitious cli-
mate policies of their own. When groups of states
leverage their collective influence, they can set de
facto national policy. Fortunately, that work is well
under way.

To date, 24 states have adopted concrete green-
house gas reduction targets. An ambitions Mary-
land law, passed in April 2022, requires the state to
slash emissions by 60 percent by 20851 and achieve
net zero by 2045, Maryland will do so by systemat-
ically reducing energy consumption in lange com-
mercial buildings and investing in renewables. A
new regulation that will come into effect later this
year will also see the state phase out the sale of
new gasoline-powered vehicles by 2035,

California is another example of what individ-
nal states can accomplish: It has committed to 100
percent clean energy by 2045; appropriated bil-
lions of dollars for climate-smart agriculture and
green transit infrastructure; and also set a 2035
mmmmwﬁm out new gasoline-powered ve-

Cles,

State govermments are amplifying the impact of
their efforts by banding together. Twelve states in
the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic have set up their
own regional cap-andirade amangement, a market-
based mechanism for reducing emissions; Califor-
nia and Washington have created similar systems.

Another promising coalition is the US Climate
Alliance, a group of 25 states and temitories repre-
senting 58 percent of US GDP, 54 percent of the
population and 41 percent of national emissions.
There is a real upside to this collective approach.

California, for example, commands such a
large share of the US automobile market that its
fuel efficiency standards have been adopted by
large automakers that cannot afford to ignore the
state, Rather than joining a race to the bottom, Cal-
ifornia is leveraging its power to encourage
greener private sector behandour,

For an inspiring example of what individual
cities can acconplish in a short time, look to Den-
ver. In 2019, a local advocacy group got the city
council’s and the mayor's attention, prompting
them to create a citizen climate task force. The
task force recommended a 0.25 percent sales tax
increase to fund climate policies, and it passed
with nearly 62 percent support.

That meagre increase has transformed the
city’s climate budget from $4m to roughly $40m, al-
lowing for programmes like e-hike rebates, vouch-
ers for swapping gas-powered fumaces with air
source heat pumps and workforce development
for green jobs.

The changes are often minor in isclation but in-
credibly effective in aggregate - Denver is now on
track to reduce emissions by 65 percent by 2030
and go carbon neutral by 2040,

Excerpted: ‘The road to climale stability
runs rongh ws, nol SCOTUS'. Courtesy:
Aljazeera.com
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Frozen in time purpose. The system hopes to uti- Role reversal
lize millions of acres of low-yield

Strangely, the ongoing battle be-  and uncultivated land by provid-  This letter refers to the article
tween Twitter and Threads led  ing farmers with real-time data, “Where no questions are asked’
me to ponder about how far be-  new technologies and sustainable  (July 7, 2023) by Dy Sania Nishtar.
hind the rest of the world we are  agricultural practices, according  As a boy, I remember istening to a
as a country. It is the 21st cen-  to reports. speech made in Lahore by Sardar
tury and countries are utilizing There isa lot of barren landin -~ Abdur Rab Nishtar — a leader of
new technologies to produce Pakistan, including in Azad  the Pakistan movement and a for-
transformative platforms that  Jammuo and Kashmir and Gilgit- — mer govemor of Punjab — during
are competing for global mar-  Baltistan, which if brought under  the eardy veas of Paldstan. He had
kets. Their national discourseis  cultivation could bring about a  said that, contrary to predictions
centred on the ments and cons  green revolution in the country.  made by Indian leaders of the im-
of the latest products, technolo-  We could go from being an im-  minent collapse of Pakistan, the
gies and businesses. Will Pak-  porter to an exporter of agricul-  country kept progressing in all di-
istan ever produce such plat-  tural commodities and solve our  rections. He also referred to the
forms or have a robust debate  food securnity issues. devaluation of the Indian currency
about their respective ments? Shakir H Shamim  at the time and cladmed that one
It is the 21st century and we Skrds  day 100 Pakistani rupees woukd

are still dealing with and talk- buy 144 Indian npees.
ing about the same old gas, If we study the rising trajec-
sewerage and electricity issues. Take stmk tory of Pakistan in those days,
We have not moved with the The recent desecration of the the decline that subsequently
times. [ sincerely wish that one  Holy Quran by an individual in - followed is quite shocking. The
day we will be able to produce Sweden has offended Muslims  lack of merit and accountability,
businesses and have debates of  across the globe. Many Muslim  the latter being highlighted by
this kind. countries took notice of the in-  the writer, are primarily to
Unzila Tahir Huda cident and are now urging the  blame, To make matters worse,
Karachi  Westem countries to counteract  we still cannot shake the grip of
such hateful and malicious be-  political dynasties all anxious to
inn? haviour. advance their own interests at
Agl'ﬂ revolution? In the wake of increasing [s-  the expense of the people. We
The present government appears  lamophobic incidents, stringent  have reached a now-or-never

determined to bring about an
agricultural revolution in the
country. It has recently inanguo-
rated the Land Information and
Management System-Centre of
Excellence (LIMS-CoE) for this

measures to counter this trend

need to be implemented. Multilat-

eral bodies such as the UN will be
crcial in this regand.,

Abdul Moiz Dar

Gujrarmaks

moment in our history and

dithening is no longer an option

for those with the power to ar-
rest our terminal decay.

SRH Hashmi

Karachi

New power

This letter refers to the news report ‘Nepra set to hike base tar-
iff’ (July 10, 2023). According to the report, the tariff department
has recommended an increase of Re6.9 per unit. The electricity
bills are already o0 high that even the middle class is struggling
to afford them. What impact will this hike have on the lowerin-
come segment? Such flawed policies first scared away commer-
cial users, many of whom established their own captive power
plants, and are now scaring away domestic consumers. Those
who can afford to do so are switching to solar systems with net-
metering connections. This is a serious long-term threat to the
viahility of DISCOs, An entity that has too few paying customers
is doomed to failure — sponer rather than later

Ayub Malik
Rawalpindi

Water plan

As a resident of Karachd, | have
expenenced firsthand the im-
pact of the city's water scarcity
problem on the lives of its resi-
dents. The lack of access to
clean water is a serious prob-
lem that affects not only our
health and well-being but also
our economy and environment.
The water scarcity issue is
caunsed by a combination of fac-
tors incloding population
growth, climate change and
poor management of water re-
sources, The govemment needs
to take urgent action to address
this issue and ensure that all
residents have access to clean
and safe water.

Ome solution to this prob-
lem is to invest in water con-
servation measures, such as
rainwater harvesting and water
recycling. These measures can
help the municipal authorities
to cope with the demand for
water and ensure that our
water resources are used more
efficiently. Another solution is
to improve the management of
water resources through the
use of modern technology and
better governance, This could
involve the installation of
smart meters to monitor water
usage and the development of
a comprehensive water-man-

agement plan,
Urooj Amir
Karachi
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(B opposition
leader steps down

CM candidate Amjad advocate hands
speaker his resignation on party’s
instruction; withdraws no-confidence
motion against Speaker Nazir advocate

By Nasir Abbas Sadpara

SKARDU: Opposition Leader
in the Gilgit-Baltistan Assem-
bly and PPP provincial presi-
dent Amjad Hussain Advocate
Monday submitted his resigna-
tion as the legislative assembly
memb-er,

Before resigning, Amjad
withdrew the no-confidence
motion against Speaker Nazir
Advocate,

The speaker confirmed that
Amiad had tendered his resig-
nation a5 the assembly member
in the evening and personally
handed it over to him in his
chamber.

Amjad was a candidate
for chief minister, but Advisor
to the Prime Minister Qamar
Faman Kaira asbeed him to step
down

Following the direction,
Amjad resigned from the
assembly membership due
to internal party differences.
Amjad not only prepared the
fake degree case against the
former chiel minister but also
pleaded it in the court until
decision.

During the past three
months, Amjad has been vigor-
ously pursuing the anti-Imran
narrative. He emerged as the
PDM's consensus candidate in
the recent chiel minister's elec-
tion. However, the central party
leadership suddenly instructed
him to step down.

Acconding to Rukn-e-Qa-
noorn-e-5az Assembly Shahzad
Agha, the PPP members in the
assembly had also submitted
their resignations against the
central leadership's decision,
and were supporting every ded-
sion of the provincial president.

The FPP is the second
largest party in the legislative
assembly, and Amjad Advocate
is the first assembly member
elected from two constituen-
cies in the general election

The decision by the second
largest party in the legislative
assembly not to participate in
the chief minister's election
and resignations have made
the chief minister's elections
controversial. In the obtaining
situation, fumther postponement
of the chief minister's elections
cotlld not be ruled out.

Bara Dam to irrigate
48,000 acres of land

KP minister asks officials to address
reservations over projects

Bureau Report

PESHAWAR: Khyvber Pakh-
tunkhwa Caretaker Minister
for Relief, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Taj Muhame-
mad Afridi and Caretaker
Minister for migation Fazal
Elahi chaired a meeting on
the construction and comple-
tion of Bara and Jabba dams
in Khyber district including
Warsak Canal Svstem,

A handout said the min-
isters were told in a briefing
that one million people would
got clean drinking water on
completion of Jabba Dam,
while 300 cusecs of drinking
water and 400 cusecs of water
for irrigation will be available
with the completion of War-
sak Canal System.

It was informed that the
completion of Bara Dam will
not only irrigate 48 thousand
acres of land, but it will also
provide 16 cnsecs of clean
drinking water along with

generating 6 megawatts of
electricity.

Taj Muhammad Afridi said
that he would give prionity to
prajects of public interest so
that faster development in the
area can be ensured.

The minister called for
removing reservations over
the projects. He issued
mstructions to include
Malagori and Bakarabad
areas in the Warsak Canal
system project so that peo-
ple there were provided with
clean water, and do not face
any problems in this regard.

He emphasized on survey.
ing other adjacent areas so
that wherever water access
is possible, they can also be
included in the project.

Secretary of [rrigation
Department, director general
of Small Dames, representative
delegations of the areas adja-
cent to the projects and other
relevant officers also partici.

pated in the meeting.

Police claim arresting robbers

By our correspondent

WANA: Police in Upper South
Waziristan district claimed to
have busted a gang involved in
robbing tourists during Eidul
Azha holidays.

Upper South Waziristan Dis-
trict Police Officer Niaz Muham-
mad said that the tourists from

Karak stayed for the night in
a mosque in the Medan area
where because as there was no
hotel facility in the district.

He said a police team later
arrested the accused, identified
as Bin Yamin, Shahid Rehman
and Sifat Ullah and recovered
a pistol, cell-phones, Rs30000
cash and other Hems from them.

Efforts being made to
calm situation in Kurram

Shortage of edibles, medicines reported as tension persists

By Ali Aizal

PARACHINAE: An acute
shortage of edibles and med-
icines was reported as roads
remained closed due to the
ongoing clashes between
the tribes in different areas
of the Kurram district for
the fourth consecutive day
on Monday as fresh efforts
were launched to calm down
the situation.

Algo, the number of dead
from both sides jumped to
nine and injured to 42 as two
more persons lost Ives and
four others sustained injuries,

Educational institutions
remained cloged while rou-
tine life was paralysed due to
the tension.

The clashes erupted
between the two tribes in
Bohshera and Dandar areas

of upper part of Kurram dis-
trict over a land dispute on
Friday, which later spread
to Khar Killay, Balishkhel,
Pewar, Tani Mangal, Pewar,
Para Chamkani, Kunj Alizai
and Maqbal areas.

Both sides have used Light
and heavy weapons against
each other since the clashes
erupted over the land dispute.

The district administra-
tion and police along with
elders of the area affected a
ceasefire between the war-
ring tribes and got the bun-
kers vacated but later both
sides violated the agree-
meent.

Deputy Commissioner
Syed Saiful Islam Shah
and District Police Officer
Muhammad Imran said that
the district administration and
police along with elders of

the area had again lamched
efforts to enforce a perma-
nent ceasefire between the
warring tribes.

Meanwhile, Pakistan Peo-
ple's Party leader and Federal
Minister for Overseas Paki-
stanis and Human Resource
Development Sajid Hussain
Turi rushed to his volatile
home district and launched
efforts for mediation between
the infighting tribes.

Talking to reporters, he
gaid that he specially came
to Kurram to calm down the
situation and settle the issue
once and for all.

He said that he along with
the elders of the area, per-
sonnel of police and security
forces and officials of district
administration were making
efforts to bring peace back to
the areas,

Child
slaughtered
(uring assault
attempt in Swabi

By Muhammad Faroonq

SWABI: A six-vear old girl
child was slaughtered dur-
ing a sexual assault attempt
here, police said on Mon-
day.

District Police Officer
Najamul Hussain and Dep-
uty Superintendent of Police
Headquarters Jawad Khan
told a press conference
the erime was committed
allegedly by a 17-vear-old
man, Aman Khan, who was
stated to be a neighbour of
the victim.

The officials said the inci-
dent took place in Saidukhel
area of Saleem Khan village,
Swabi Tehsil,

They said the accused
took the child to a deserted
hujra (male guest house).
The girl raised an alarm
when the accused tried to
assault her,

The accused slaughtered
her with a dagger to silence
here, said the police offi-
cials, adding the suspect
fled the scene after com-
mitting the crime. The body
was later recovered from the
hujra.

Narrating details of the
arrest of the suspect, DSP
Jawad Khan said the police
party led by him visited the
hujra, collected the pieces
of evidence and shifted the
body to the District Head-
quarters Hospital for an
autopsy,

He said the accused was
arrested from his hujra.
During the preliminary
investigation, he confessed
to the crime and pointed to
the place where he had hid-
den the dagger used in the
crime.

The police registered
a first information report
under the relevant sections

of the law.

Torching Swat toll plaza

102 PTI leaders,

workers

By Tahir Khan Azikhel

BATEHELA: The Levies force
arrested 102 leaders and work-
ers of the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) from the prem-
1508 after their bail plea was
rejected by the Ant-Terrorizm
Court, Malakand, on Monday.

The arrested PTI lead-
ers Included former Member
National Assembly Mahboob
Shah, former Member Provin-
cial Assembly Humayun Khan,
and tehsils chairmen Nasir Ali,
Afzal Hussain, Feroz Shah and
others and sent them to vanous
police stations.

arrested

The Motorway authorities
had registered a case against
the PTI leaders and workers
in Levies Post Alladhand for
arson, ransacking and burning
the Swat Toll Plaza.

Former MNA Junaid Akbar
was one of the accused nomi-
niated in the case and the court
had issued his arrest warrant
after he did not appear on last
hearing. The arrested work-
ers and leaders chanted slo-
gans in favour of PT1, former
prime minister lmran Khan
and flashed victory signs while
boarding the police vehicles
after the arrest.

ATC adjourns case
against Qureshi till 18th

" By our correspondent

LAHORE: An Anti-Terrorism
Court on Monday adjourmed
the hearing of the cases
against PTI vice-president
Shah Mahmood Qureshi until
July 18 after the investigating

officer submitted that the

investigations were not yet
completed since the contro-
versial tweets of the accused
were under scrutiny.

The defence lawyer, Ali
Bukhanri, told the court that

no tweet of Shah Mahmood
Cureshi was on record
While ATC judge Abhar
Gl Khan extended the jucdi-
clal remand of PT1 leader Dr.
Yasmin Rashid for 14 days in
the cases of setting the office
of PMLN ablaze, the attack on
Askari Tower, the setting fire
to Shadman police station,
and other incidents, the inves-
tigating officer told the court
that the prosecution needed
more fime since the challan
of cases wias being? finalised.

NGO's team meets governor

By our correspondent

LAHORE: & delegation from
the Pakistan Couneil for Social
Welfare and Human Rights,
led by Chairman Muhammad
Ejaz Noori, met with Governor
Balighur Rehman at the Gover-
nor's House here on Monday.
The governor emphasised the
importance of teamwork for

sucoess during the meefing. He

PUBLIC NOTICE

Applicaton o
Lawidmer ol Aud e sirmiion [
Buccoasion Cortificnia by Mr
Aand MHomand with rogards 1o
imevadle & imindeosalila assdts
of doconied Me, Majma Momauni
CilimGn Pumibar 4220120302718
hss Bosn roosived.  Following
mra  declered o8 logal  holm
1 Asifa Aslmm (Db )2 Asmd
Mo {Hon)

i  abows  npploation e
ohdactons of public B langs &
msited. Ay BggTeeeed  DEErROn
may approsch N padaon e
undorgreed  for submisson of
edsjectiomn [ mry) wirlin fourtonn
(14} days afber publecaton of fhis
by

infsnres o

PUBLIC MOTICE

[T SRR )

Al e L LLe ) et
L m i her il A nirabaon #
Finptcarnniices  (Gostifecnta By B

Spaenl Safmr Rbdenr weiths doeganchs b
Frcamibe & irrereOneoaslile maials

PUBLIC MOTICE
ol o P P B L i
L i Bawr £=2] Fard rrsrd i sl o '3
Mapccannksn  Godtificntn by B
Crarmin  Fluinssin with regards o
Frreaahis A FRrsirrnaihla aesals

A Hyeid Adfeer Bgnnd {50 el Sy
gt  Babehs G )5 RiukFsiaim
Eelliewsr S0 rgpte b bl DR
Faramnm Ak (Dlessgielng 5 Syl
Flmnkeimy  Bapmr  (Saon)

O i Wbl EDpieE o (e
Sfaeriard Of gailsles Bl largs aeds
vl Ay Tl el
gy  appEaach B parmsdn o
winlaeaspned ofr submisssgn ol

cHarC i ([ mny] wabiim foseriasasm
1A} dhivys @i DubDioaion of i
rHica

of  dheCdeEsod By Soeed Sl il -I:H-cnrnul-:l (S AP F AET
Pemaar CfliE LALToi ] By sy L] LT b
A 101 1TRI0FER] Fars AFI0 DO R .ru.-i- Friks [Fr
Fosaiesd . P oliswwirs e clbesl - | ¥ . F el S elnesliere]
s Bl Faiiei s s Frmipi I 2

T Bymmd T rremsl  Rlmor {SHoan) I Smbwmninh | Dausgtvios (2 Sonsensrm
2 Bana EEre T o D gy Dl o LR R APEET [iPmuginer J 3 Creymin

L [WENTRLY [t e e ST
(o) 5 Rarwmr [T ]
§ SR HE PAmterinky Wasnar | Dassghibos)

Den iy oabowds appdscabdr Hha
g ClOrE Of Dedled @ lafpE kia
R | El=t L s I T ]
riy AieOEOn WY iR e
wriirndgreocd Tor bDadenissson o
SlgEETeey (IF vy ) wrilFid e s
{1 ahoyn e pobbcatan of fhs
il

. 1I:if r.b;lllJrlH'F'.lll‘ L]

PR f
Pty

Ladtbor ol
Hapiawrmaadn  Coralifeiale by
BALMET T R Wt
[LET " T ey rddn F. 3
ETHTOve Bl Ofsaln o e
htr Alaiad  Clenifos b
manber  A1Z0EF0ZI3T00  Fuies
Inipinds  FCabrvn

L ST P ) {Chommg o)
2 Mialumnrmol I oy [ s
LT R T T ] Farlurias { T
A& Fanrirua [Craomeg o]
5 phtumrrraxl | resan [ S

L ey mboesy  appdecalicen B
it benn O pubhc ol laega are

apteilernigrunc  hoe suibames sene o
iapGtenas [if awvy) weriihens hoastosen
{14} davgn pilftor pascmbacem OfF (hes
Ll e ]

acknowledged the valuable ser-
vices provided by NGOs for the
welfare of society He praised
the efforts of the Pakistan
Council for Social Welfare and
Human Rights in promoting
human rights, interfaith har-
mony, justice, and sustainable
peace in Pakistani society.

He highlighted the need
for collaboration between
the government and NGOs to
drive improvement in various
areas. Chairman [jaz Noori
of the Pakistan Council for
Social Welfare and Human
Hights said that the organisa-
tion acts as a voluntary coor-
dinator between national and
international human rights
and social welfare organisa-
tions to support the well-being
of humanity. He said its aim
is (0 promote justice, peace,
interfaith harmony, human
rights, and interreligions dia-
logue. He also presented a
shield on behalf of the ongan-

| isation to the govemor,
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of which Rsl131 billion or 15
percent will be released in the
first quarter of the current fis-
cal year. The funds released
against surrendered amount for
SDGs during FY 202223 will be
standing at Rs20.26 billion. The
Parliament had passed a reso-
hution at the time of approval of
the budget for making SAP funds
nanHkapsable, The fumds released
for approved SDGs Schemes for
FY 2023-24 stand at Rsd] billion
which will also be released i the
first quarter of the current fiscal
year. The available funds for
remaining PSDP Schemes during
Q1 of FY 2023-24 will be released
at Rs60.74 billion so in totality,
Rs131 billion will be released.
Besidea there has been misuse
of powers as there is one retired
officer who was re-hired on a
project but he was given an hone
orarium in aleged viokation of all
nules in the Ministry of Planning,

While executing develop-
ment prajects PD&SI Division
and the Principal Accounting
Officer (PAOs) concerned
shall ensure implementation
of the provisions contained
under Chapter-lll of the Pub-
lic Finance Management Act,
2019, The PDES] Division shall

devise quarterly sector-wise /
project-wise/division-wise strat-
egies for the release of fimds for
the Public Sector Development
Programme (PSDPF) within the
appropriations approved by the
National Assembly and inchuded
in the Schedule of Authorized
Expenditure in terms of Article
83 of the Constitution of Paki-
stan,

Any proposal for change
to the limits prescribed at (i)
above shall be corsidered by the
Budget Wing, Finance Division
on case to case basis and shall
require prior approval of the
Finance Secretary. The release of
funds for approved projects ina
Demand for Grant and Appropr-
ation shall be made by the PAO
in each Quarter within the above
limits. The PAO shall ensare the
avallability of sufficient fumvds for
Employees Related Expenses
for each project. PAOs / Heads
of Attached Department / Heads
of Sub-ordinate Office or pro-
Ject Director shall not make any
Re-appropriation of funds from
Employees Related Expenses
(ERE} to Non-ERE heads of
account except with the prior
concurrence of Ministry of Flan-
ning. Development and Special
Injtiatives,

Adequate budgetary alloca-
tions on account of the Foreign
Exchange Component (Rupee

Cover) shall be ensured by all
relevant PAOs and conveyed to
Economic Affairs Division and
Finence Division. Funds for for-
oign exchange payments shall
require prior approval of the
External Finance Wing of the
Finance Division. While exam-
ining requests for such funds,
the External Finance Wing
shall consider the availability of
Foreign Exchange. Section 23
of the Public Finance Manage-
ment Act, 2019 provides that no
anthority shall incur or commit
any expenditure from the *Fed-
eral Consolidated Fund™ until
the same has been sanctioned by
the National Assembly and the
expenditure has been provided
for the financial year through: a)
Schedule of authorized expendi-
ture in terms of Article 53 of the
Constitution of Pakistarg b) Sup-
plementary grant or technical
Supplementary grant s per Arti-
cle 84 of the constitution duly
approved by the Federal Gov-
emment; or ¢ Reappropriation
as per section 2 (u) and 11 of the
Public Finanee Management Act,
2019, No direct payment through
the State Bank of Pakistan shall
be made by any office, excep-
tion with the prior approval of
the Finance Secretary as per
Rubes 32} and 2(3) of the Public
Finance Management and Treas-
ury Single Account Rules, 202X,

Dr Syrus Qazi
Continued from page 12

retired in the months of Septem-
bir and October, when a care-
taker administration would be
mn place.

Sources tokd The News on
Monday the incumbent Foreign
Secretary Dr Asad would be
retire on Aug 17. He remained
centre of controversies before
taking the charge of the For-
oign Office last year, as he was
ambassacor to the United States
i 2021 when the so-called cipher
was dispatched by him, imglicat-
ing a LS official from the State
Department, who reportedly
threatened with serious conse-
uences if the then prime minis-
ter was not removed, The secret
better was politically exploited by
former prime minister, but later
her backtracked on his position

Dr Asad Majeed was trans-
ferred to Brssels as ambassador
to Belgium and Exropean Union
He atayed there for few weeks
and made foreign secretary last
month by the present govern-
ment. Since then, D Asad had

to face complexities on account
of his role in last days of his stay
in Washington. Sources said the
government would announce
change of the foreign secretary
before promulgation of schedule
of geperal election by the Elee-
tion Commission of Pakistan
(ECP).

Consultations for bringing
new foreign secretary had been
completed. Dr Syrus Qazi s an
outstanding diplomat, who has
vast experience of diplomacy
in all departments. He is hold-
ing multiple charges m the For-
eign Office as special secretary.
He had served the country as
an envoy 1o various countries

Senlor diplomat Amna
Baloch has reached Brussels to
assume charge a8 the ambassa-
dor to Belgium and European
Union, who was an envoy in
Malaysia earlier, She was also
among the front mmners for the
slot of the foreign secretary till
recent. She replaced Dv Asad
Majeed Ehan from where he
moved to the headquarters
Islamabad last year.

Ahsan Raza has been

appointed high commissioner
for Malaysia Pakistan's new high
commissioner for the United
Kingdom Dr Muhammad Faisal
Chandhry would be relineuishing
the charge as an ambassador to
Germany the next week and he
would be moving to London for
assuming new assignment to
replace Moazzam Ahmad Khan
He will be leaving London at
the end of the month after com-
pleting his extended contractusal
period of service in the British
capital. He would retire from
the Foreign Service alter refurm-
ing to Islamabad Syeda Saqlain
currently high commissioner
for Kenya is going to take up
as an ambassador in Berdin for
Germany. In the meanwhile, the
government has decided not to
change any ambassador or high
commissioner in any of the capi-
tals. It was speculated earlier that
Pakistan’s ambassador for the US
and China were being changed
Sources, however, pointed out
that Saeker Masood Ehan would
continge in Washington while
Moirul Haq would stay in Bajjing.
He would be reaching retirement
in October this year.

Rana Sana

Continwed from page 12

— to hold elections, he said
while speaking on Geo News
programme ‘Aaj Shahzeb Khan-
zada Kay Sath’ in reply to a
question about the ruling party
looking to delay elections till
November.

He assorted that the PML-N
and its supremo, Nawaz Sha-
Af, were clear that assemblies
should be dissolved and elec-
tions held on time.

Asked whether the intention
behind delaying the dissohition
of the assemblies was to “facili-
tate the ECP or politics™ so that
verdicts were issued in cases
against the PTI chief and Nawaz
got time for the election cam-
paign after his expected retum
before the polls, Sanaullsh said,
“I don't think the difference of
20 to 30 days makes much of
a difference.” *"We have been
managing matters according to
constitutional requirements,” he

acded.

Sananllah's statement comes
as the final 30-day countdown
to the end of the current par-
liament’s term and the govem-
ment’s tenure iz set to begin
this week, and the termy of the
National Assembly, along with
the provincial assemblies of
Sindh and Balochistan, is set to
expire on August 12,

Following the dissolution
of the assemblies, a caretaker
setup will take over govemment
affairs in [slamabad, Karachi and
Cuetta

Similar interim adminis-
trations are already in place m
Lahore and Peshawar since the
dissolution of the Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa assem-
blie= months ahead of their term-
and in January.

However, he added that the
fday period did not mean the
ECP would hold elections on the
fth day but could do so at any
date of its choosing, “be it after
64 days or 72 days”,

Nevertheless, he assured,

“the assemblies will be dissolved
after completing thedr termy, after
which the caretaker set-up will
come and elections will be held

in accordance with the Consti- | ing

tution”,

The nterior minister said
that architect and planner of
May 9 riots was the PTI chair-
man. He said he (ITmran) used
to tell lies forcefully, provoked
his PTI workers and activists
to create panic and chaos by
clamaging properties and official
institutions and used to say that
his arrest would be a red line.
Sanaullah said that some mis-
creants came out but not public
on his call He said vandals who
were arrested for attacking poi-
vate and govermment properties
are facing law, the law will take
its own course and challans are
being submitted n anti4errorism
courts and action 18 underway
against them, Sanaullah said
those who were involved in loot-
ing and buming defence mstalla-
tions should be tried under the
Army Act.

No decision
Continued from page 12

Khan was the key planner of May
fviclence.

The military establishment,
however, has not yet named
anyone including Imran Khan
but indirect hints coming from
them also suggest what the civil
govemnment vocally says.

FIRs are now being regis-
tered against Imran Khan in
connection with May © attacks
following the evidence collected
by the police and on the basis of
statements made by some of the

In at least six FIRs, Imran
Ehan has been nominated. So far
Imran Khan has been nominated
in FIRs registered in different
police stations of Rawalpindi,
Gujranwala and Mianwali. His
nane is expected to be included
in rore FTRs,

When asked if Imran Ehan
will be tried inder the Army Act,
the source said that no decision
has been taken as yet on this
B,
According to the mformation
provided by the federal gov-
emment to the Supreme Cotrt
recently, a total of 102 civilians,
arrested from various parts of
the country in the wake of May

Aviolence, are with the military
anthorities for their trial under
the Ammy Act.

None of these 102 suspects
inchide women or children. A
media report, a few days back,
anggested that no woman or
under 18 person will be tried
wunder the Army Act. The custody
of all those, to be tried under the
Army Act, i handed over to the
Army. If a decision is taken to try
Iniran Kham under the Army Act,
his custody will also be handed
over the military anthonities. In
a recent Interview, Imran Khan
had said that he was willing to
face military trial without even
the assistance of any coumsel

NAB set to arrest Buzdar

Continued from page 12

amended NAB laws, Buzdar
could be amested during the

investigations. The Lahore
NAB has requested the
chairman to issue a warrant
for taking the ex-CM into

custody. Buzdar had already
obtained bail from the courts
in the cases filed against him
on charges of making money
through appointments for
huge sums.

ECP secre

tary’s contract

extended for another year

Continued from page 12

the coniract period of Mr.
Omar Hamid Khan, Secre-

tary (BS-22). The Election
Commission of Pakistan for
further period of one (01)

yvear.w.e.f00, 07, 2023 to 08,
07, 2024 in the public inferest
on same terms and condi-
tions, as already offered and
accepted,” says a notification
issued by the Election Com-
mission.

Govt approves sale of HBFC
to mortgage refinance firm

Continved from page 12

Lahore with completion of
transfer/ mutation process in
the name of purchaser M/S
Faisal Town Pvt Limited.

According to official
announcement made by
Ministry of Finance, the Pri-
vatization Commission sub-
mitted a summary regarding
privatization of Services
Intermational Hotel (SIH)
and updated the committee
on its privatization process.
The CCoP after detailed dis-
cusgsion allowed Privatiza-
tion Commission to procead
towards successful conclu-
sion of SIH transaction with
completion of transfer/nuta-
tion process in the name of
the purchaser,

The Privatisation Com-

mission tabled a summary
related to budget estimates
of the commission for
FY 2023-24 to the tune of
Bs1248.8 million. The CCoP
after detailed deliberation
approved the summary.

The commission also
presented sunumaries on pri-
vatisation of Pakistan Engi-
neering Company (PECO)
and privatization of Sindh
engineering Limited (SEL)
and briefed the meeting on
their status, The CCoP after
discussion deferred both the
summaries with directions
that the secretary Privatiza.
tion Commission, secrotary
Law & Justice and secretary
Industries & Production may
hold mutual consultations
and come up with future
course of action in both cases.

British-Pakistani
journalist Saima Mohsin
sues CNN

Continued from page 12

wherein her cameraman ran
over her foot in a car, result-
ing in severe tissue damage,

Following the upsetting
event, she urged the media
organisation to switch her
to a physically less demand-
ing role and support reha-
hilitation, but CNN flat-out
refused.

“She also alleges that
she asked CNN if she could
switch to a présenting role in
order to reduce the amount
of time spent travelling but
was told ‘you don't have the
look we are looking for',”
The Guardian reported.

Three years later, CNN
fired her,

The reporter then
decided to move the employ-
ment tribunal claim, which
will hear the case on Monday
as CNN refused to support
her following her life-chang-

injury.
“I'worked hard to become
an international correspond-
eént and loved my job with
CNN. I risked my life many
times on assignment for
CNN believing they would
have my back. They did not,”
she said.

Mohsin alleges that she
faced racial and disability

discrimination as well as a
gonder pay gap during her
stint at CNN,

The former CNN reporter
also alleged that the manag-
ers preferred white Ameri-
can comespondents over her
even when she was ready to
go ltve on the ground — giv-
ing her less on-air time.

CNN claims that Mohsin
cannot bring the matter into
a court in London under her
confract.

The journalist has made
a programme for [TV about
the pain of living with invis-
ible disabilities and also pre-
sonts programmes for Sky
News on a freelance basis.
“This should cause concem
for all foreign cormrespond-
ents who travel around the
world — and take risks to do
their joumalism in the beliel
their employer will take
care of them,” she said. *T'm
also taking the opportunity
to highlight the racism and
goender pay gap issues that
I experienced. | was repeat-
edly let down and denied the
ability to achieve my poten-
tial while I was at CNN. I am
bringing my claim to take a
stand and call for change to
ensure women journalists,
and women journalists of
colour, are better protected.”

Ramesh sees religious
tourism as source of

prosperity
Continuved from page 12

Vietnam here, he said the
incumbent government was
serious aboutl promoting
and projecting the country’s
tourism to highlight the soft
image of the country.

He said that Pakistan
was fully safe for tourists
and offered the rich cultural
heritage of the ancient Gangd-
hara civilisation.

He said the promotion of
religious tourism would lead
to enhanced commercial
activities and bring in foreign
exchange. Dr Ramesh said
the symposium would also
help promote the soft image
of the country and provide
connectivity with the world

A three-day international
CGrandhara symposiom would
commence in [slamabad
on July 11 to showease the
treasure trove Gandhara civ-
lisation and Buddhist herit-
age in Pakistan, he added.
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and Foreign Minister
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari will

address the inaugural ses-

In country

sion of the symposinm.

The Buddhist monks
from Vietnam lauded Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
his government for facili-
tating Buddhist people and
followers of other faiths to
explore the Gandhara civili-
sation and sites of Buddhism
in Pakistan. They =said there
would be more travellers in
future to visit the cultural
heritage of Pakistan. They
urged the media to play its
role in promoding the Gand-
hara civilisation and Paki-
slm‘lﬁ potential for religions
[CATISTN.

The delegation also took
a round of the Islamabad
museum and showed keen
interest in Pakistan's Bud-
dhist heritage.

A number of Buddhist
monks from Malaysia, Viet-
nam, Thailand, Nepal, South
Korea and Sri Lanka would
attend the symposinm. The
title of the event is "“Cultural
Diplomacy: Reviving Gand-
hara civilisation and Bud-
dhist heritage in Pakistan’,
—APP

Contempt plea filed against
two senior SC judges

Continued from page 12

of Cowrt Ordinance, 2003,

The petitioner named
Justice Cazi Faez Isa, Justice
Sardar Tariq Masood, and
the state as respondents.

The petitioner requested
the apex court to take legal
action against Justice Qazi
Faez Isa and Justice Sardar
Tarig Masood for refusing to
sit on the bench hearing the
petitions challenging the trial
of civilians in military courts.

The lawyer argued that
as judges of the Supreme
Court, Justice [sa and Justice
Masood are obligated to per-
form judicial and administra-
tive duties entrusted to them
by the chief justice of Paki-
stan within the framework of
the Constitution.

The petitioner further
submitted that the paria-
ment, in a joint sitting, had
passed the Supreme Court
{Practice and Procedure)
Act 2023 on April 10, 2023,
Although the bill was sent
to the president for assent, it
was challenged in this court
through various constitu-
tional petitions,

According to the peti-
tioner, on Aprl 13, the bench
stayed the operation of the
said Act and ordered that it
should not have any effect or
be acted upon until further
orders.

He said that although
the president did not give

assent to the Act, it became
law by the lapse of the con-
stitutional period, making
the petitioner the first per-
son to challenge it through a
constitutional petition titled
*Muhammad Shahid Rana
Advocate v, Federation of
Pakistan”.

However, the hearing of
the constitutional petitions,
including the petitioner’'s
case, was adjourned onJune
8, 2023, but the order is still
in effect.

The petitioner argued
that the respondents, Justice
(Jazi Faez [sa and Justice
Sardar Tarig Masood, on
June 22, 2023, in constitu-
tional petitions related to the
trial of civilians in military
courts, had refused to abide
by the order. The petitioner
claimed that their refusal
to comply with the order
amounts to contempt of
cour.

He contended that the
respondents should be pun-
ished for their contemptuous
behaviour, as the order is
still in effect and their refusal
to abide by it is a clear viola-
tion of this court,

Furthermore, the peti-
tioner highlighted the con-
cerns about the existing
judicial system in Pakistan
on national and intemational
levels, saying that the word-
ing used by the respondents
on June 22, 2023, which was
telecasted, printed in the

mwedia, and circulated world-
wide, is sufficient evidence
to proceed with the con-
tempt petifion.

The petitioner also
argued that contempt is a
crime against the state, and
contermnnors should not be
allowed to undermine the
peace of the country.

He submitted that even
without considering the
order, the Supreme Court
{Practice and Procedure)
Act 2023 s in violation
of Article 239 of the Con-
stitution. The petitioner
requested the apex courl
summon the respondent
Judges, who refused to sit on
the bench on June 22, 2023,
and take appropriate action
against them in accordance
with the law. On.June 22, the
nine-member larger bench,
headed by Chief Justice
Umar Ata Bandial, resumed
hearing the petitions chal-
lenging the trial of civilians
in military courts. Justice Isa
had expressed reservations
about the bench and said
that he would not recuse
himself from the proceed-
ings but could not sit on the
bench until the judgment on
the Supreme Court (Practice
and Procedure) Act 2023 is
announced. Justice Masood
endorsed Justice [sa’s view,
Later that day, the chief jus-
tice resumed the hearing
with a trimmed seven-mem-
ber bench.

JS Bank ranked as ‘Most Innovative
Digital Banking Service Provider’

Continued from page 12

safe and hassle-free digital
banking solutions. JS Bank's
digital offerings encompass
a wide range of secure and
convenient services ranging
from mobile and internet
banking services, to bill pay-
ment, investment, loans, and
e-commerce solutions. JS
Bank is creating end-to-end
paperless banking products
auch as the JS Mobile App,
J5 Bot, and J5 Internet Bank-
ing, which has amplified
the bank’s digital presence
throughout the country.
Lindigi, powered by J5
Bank, is another notable
initiative that represents the

Bank's commitment to leap-
frog the digital banking land-
scape by providing a first-of-
its-kind customizable mobile
app that provides seamless
payment solutions to its cus-
tomers.

Wagas Anis, Chief Dig-
ital Officer, JS Bank, com-
mented, “We are honoured
to be recognised as the most
innovative digital service
provider, which is a testa-
ment to our commitment to
providing innovative solu-
tions to our customers, Our
teams are continuonsly striv-
ing to provide services that
ENsuUre oUr Customers can
manage their finances in a
manner that aligns with their

preferences and lifestyles.”
Furthermore, J5 Bank's
commitment to innova-
tion extends further with
the introduction of the JS
Metaverse, a virtual world
where customers ¢an
explore a 3-D representation
of IS Bank for a truly immer-
sive digital banking experi-
ence. JS Bank continues to
pioneer groundbreaking ini-
tiatives that leverage emerg-
ing technologies, setting new
industry benchmarks and
reinforcing its commitment
to continuing its journey of
impact by providing innova-
tive conventional and digital
financial solutions for cus-
tomers in the years to come.

Zero tolerance for wicked,
mischievous elements: Marriyum

Continued from page 12

She said investigation was
continuing into May 2 vio-
lent incidents which were
orchestrated and executed
by the PTI chairman.

Marriyum said the PMLN
leadership always appeared
before the courts and faced
trumped-up cases registered
during the PTI tenure,

She, however, said the
PTI chairman was mak-
ing hue and cry to deflect
accountability.

She said the PTI chair-
man should appear in courts
and respond in corruption
cases ineluding Toshakhana,
foreign funding and Al Qadir
Trust.

The information minis-
ter said Imran was a black
spot on the national politics
who incited the people to
violence and preached ter-
rorism.

Responding to a ques-
tion, the information min-
ister said Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif over the last

one year had made efforts to
stabilize the economy and
provide relief to the com-
mon man. She said the eco-
nomic revival plan rolled out
by the government will ben-
efit the people. To another
question, Mamiyum said the
government will complete
its constitutional tenure.
She said the party which
always gave relief to the peo-
ple eliminated terrorism and
stabilized the economy was
not running from elections.
—SABAH

LHC dismisses PTI pleas against JIT

Continued from page 12

three-member bench headed
by Justice Tariq Saleem Shetkh
and comprising Justice Farooq
Haider and Justice Muham-
mad Amjad Rafig, said: “The
impugned order is unexcep-
tionable. The government is
competent to form the JIT in
the cases mentioned therein,
These petitions are dismissed.”
The court ruled that it was
still to be determined whether
there was any “design” or *pur-
pose” behind the incidents that
occurmed between Feb 22 and
March 19, which might consti-
tute terrorism under Section G
of the ATA. The court observed
that the investigation in the
cases was at the initial stage or
was yed to begin,

The judgment said: “The
petitioners want us 1o suspend
the formation of the JIT and
its functioning until proper

rules are framed. We are not
inclined to do =0." However,
the bench directed the federal
government to make rules
within two months. The bench
said the violence damaged
public and private property,
injured many police personnel
and killed at least one person.
It said PTI workers allegedly
threw petrod bombs at police
as they attempted to execute
non-bailable warrants isswed
by an Islamabad sessions court
against Imran Khan.

The court ruled that a thor-
ough probe into the incidents
was essential to bring mis-
creants to justice. It said the
caretaker cabinet rightly con-
stituted the JIT to broaden the
investigation scope and make it
transparent, fair, amd credible,
The court said: “The petition-
ers have failed to demonstrate
that the impugned order is mala
fide. The court should only

intervene when it is found that
the government action is mala
fide or that there is a colourable
exercise of anthorty.”

The petitioners - Dr Yas-
min Rashid, Musarrat Jam-
shed Cheema and Fawad
Chaudhry - submitted that
police regisiered political-
lv-motivated cases against PT1
leaders and constituted an
illegal JIT for investigations.
They said police unlawfully
inserted provisions of anti-ter-
rorism law in the cases and
asked the court to set aside
the notification of the forma-
tion of the JIT and also the
call-up notices issued to them
and other PTT leaders.

The Home Department had
formed the six-member JIT
with S5F Imran Kishwar as con-
vener. Other members included
SP Aftab Phularwan and one
each representative from three

Govt to collect over Rs3.2tr extra

Continved from page 12

Subsequently, it will be the gov-
emment’s responsibility to fulfill
the programme’s requirements
i the days ahead.

The increase in power tariff
i a key condition set by the IMF
for providing financial assistance
to Pakistan. The Fund has been
urging the govemment to raise
the tariff and eliminate power
subsidies to reduce the country’s
fiscal deficit.

The proposed increase, cal-
culated by Nepra, along with
an additional 18 percent GST

on bills, could result in a stag-
gering amount being collected
from power consumers starting
in July 2023, Nepra has already
conducted hearings with the
distribution companies (Discos)
regarding this issue. However,
the K-Electric being a privatised
company will be insulated, but
the price of electricity it draw-
ing from the national grid wall
become costler.

Nepra has not vet submitted
its working to the federal gov-
ermment to notify it, an official in
the power sector informed “The
Mews' that *the Increase in base

tariff will be neardy RsT per unit
arvd will be implemented in one
g0 from July 2023 It will hawve an
impact of over Rs3.2 trillion on
power consumers. Last vear's
beese tanilf increase of Rs7.91 per
unit had an impact of Rs2.5 tril-
lion, but it was implemented in
three parts at infervals.”

If the proposed ncrease was
finalised, the decision would
raise the base tariff to RBs31.680
per unit from the current
Es24.80. Notably, neardy two-
thirds of this proposed increase
in the base tanfl is allocated for
capacity charges to ndependent

power producers (IPPs), aiming
to significantly reduce the pace
of the power sectors circular
debt accurmulation. The circular
debt currently stands at approog-
mately Re2 64 trillion and contin
ues to grow due to inefficiencies
in power generation, fransmis
sion, and distribartion

The rise in power tariff will
have a significant impact on
CONSUMEDs in various sectors,
including residential, commer-
cial, and industnial. Busmesses
will needd to pass on the cost of
higher power bills to consumers,
leading to inflation. Households
will also have to allocate mope
funds for power, putting a shrain

o their budgets.

While the government
acknowledges the impact the
increase in power taniff will have
on the people, it asserts that
this step is necessary to mevive
the power sector and the econ-
omy. The govemment has also
pledged to provide tangeted sub-
sidies to alleviate the burden on
the poor and vulnerable.

As of the end of last month,
the govemment has made a pay-
ment of Bs142 billion to over a
hundred Independent Power
Producers (IPPs). This payment
has had a positive effect on
power producers, reducing their
outstanding dues and improv-

g their cash flows. The power
sector is already grappling with
a meassive cireular debt of Rs2.64
trillion. Additionally, the IMF
has called for a 45-50 percent
increase in gas tanffs starting
from July 1, 2023, Consumers of
Sui Northem Gas Pipelines Lim-
ited (SNGPL) and Sui Southem
Gas Company Limited (SSGCL)
will experience higher gas
prices. The govemment is likely
to continue its policy of having
high-emnd consumers subsidize
low-end consumers. The circular
debit in the energy sector totals
over Bsda0 trllion, including
RsL.7 trillion in debts from the
ol and 2as sector,

Finanee Ministry and NEPRA
officials on Monday spent the
day n confusion with regand to
the finalization of the ncrease
in hase tanfl knowing the fact
that the IMF board meeting is
just one day ahead and will take
place tomorrow (July 12, 2023)
for approval of the 33 billion
stand-by arrangement program
for 9 months period. The regu-
lator's top mandanns continued
waiting for the projections about
the dollar's value, GDP growth,
and inflation from the Finance
Ministry o be used to finalize
the base tariff. Eadier the tariff
department wsed the dollar value
at Be325 for FY24 with a dip in

sale of electricity growth in 2055
24 projected by CPPA-G. Keep-
ing in view the above-mentioned
projections, Nepra worked out
the increase in base tarifl at
Ra6.01 perunit. Earbor it worked
out the increase in base taff by
over 4 per unit.

The federal government has
made the federal budget with US
dollar value of Re200 billion with
GDE growth of 3.5 percent and
inflathon at 21 percent. However,
acconding to an interview with
Finance Minister Senator Ishag
Dar in private channel, the dol-
lar's actual value stands at Bs240
which the governiment would trv
tor achieve
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LOS ANGELES: US-German actress

Rohm
arrives for the world premiere of ‘Barhie’ at the
Shrine Avditorium here on Monday. —AFP wirepholo

Elisabe

Greek police to wear cameras
after Syrian migrant shot dead

ATHENS: Greek police minister Notis Mitarach said on
Monday that officers would be retrained and start wear-
ing body cameras after a migrant was shot and killed in a
police pursuit.

The death is the latest in a series of controversial shoot-
ings involving the Greek police.

“No use of violence on the part of Greek police is
acceptable...  have already ordered staff retraining in 2023
on engagement protocols,” Mitarachi told state TV ERT.

He said the "aim 8 to have the proper cameras on offi-
cers and in police vehicles, as in most advanced democra-
cies”, adding that the =sue “will be cleared up in the next
few weeks™

The announcement came after a 20-year-old Syrian
migrant was fatally shot over the weekend near Larissa,
ceniral Greece after allegedly stealing a pickup truck and
then attempting to flee on foot after crashing.

Police trade unionist Giongos Kalliakmanis told EET
that the d5-year-old officer had discharged his weapon after
“stumbling” during the pursuit.

“There are very specific police rules... also covering pur-
suit... our officers must be very well trained in enforcing
this protocol,” Mitarachi said. —AFP

Israel parliament votes on
controversial judicial overhaul

OCCUPIED-AL-QUIIS:; Israel’s parliament began examin-
ing a controversial bill on Monday that would limit court
powers, in a new political offensive to push ahead with a
Jjudicial overhaul that has split the nation

The changes, proposed by the hard-right govemment
of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, have sparked
one of the couniry’s biggest ever protest movements
ainee their announcement in January.

Tens of thousands of demonstrators have taken to the
atrects in weekly rallies, demanding a halt to the planned
overhaul of Israel’s justice system.

Following stiff opposition and growing intemational
criticism — including from US President Joe Biden - Net-
anyahu ordered a “pause” in March to allow for talks on
the proposals. —AFP

Roadside bomb kKills eight family
members in Somalia

MOGADISHU: A roadside bombing blamed on the jihad-
ist group Al-Shabaab killed eight members of an extended
family in central Somalia, a local mayor said on Monday.

The blast occurred late on Sunday near a village out-
sicke Buloburde, which Lies about 220-km north of Soma-
lia's capital, Mogadishu.

“Eight innocent civilians were killed from the same
family, among them a woman,” Sadam Abdi [dow, the
mayor of Buloburde, told reporters,

“Al-Shabaab terrorists planted the mine after they
were defeated in ongoing military operations in the
region. These terrorists have no regard for civilians.”

According to witnesses, seven victims died at the
soene, while another died later. —AFP

Libya court jails 37 traffickers
over migrant deaths

TRIPOLL A Libyan court has sentenced to prison 37 peo-
ple convicted of human trafficking over migrant deaths in
the Meditermmanean, authorities said on Monday.

The North African country is a key departure point
for migrants, with many risking the perilous sea journey
seeking a better life in Exrope.

The appeals court in Al-Bayda, some 800-km east
of the capital Tripoli, pronounced the verdict against a
“criminal gang™ whose members organised for migrants
to travel on a “dilapidated boat, resulting in the death of
11 of them”, according to staterment from the prosecu-
tion.

The prosecutor’s office, which did not specify the
identities or nationalities of the convicted traffickers,
said five of them were sentenced to life in jail and nine
others to 15 years. —AFP
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l;ﬂ‘ﬁ ANGELES: Australian actress Margot Robbie

arrives for the world premiere of ‘Barbie’ at the
Shrine Auditorium here on Monday. —AFP wirephoto

West, Islamic bloc clash
expected at UN body
over Quran desecration

GENEVA: In the wake of
a condemnable incident
of the desecration of the
Holy Quran in Sweden, the
Human Rights Council is sot
to debate a contentious draft
proposal on religions hatred
on Tuesday (today).

The inifiative has under-
scored major rifts in the UN
body and challenged human
rights protection practices.

Pakistan presented a
draft resolition on behalf of
the 57-nation Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
at the council, describing
the incident in Stockholm
last month as “offensive,
disrespectful and a clear act
of provocation” that incites
hatred and constitutes a
human rights violation.

The draft — which con-
demned “recurming acts of
public burning of the Holy
Quran in some European
and other countries™ — has
stoked opposition from
Western diplomats who
argue it aims to safeguard

religious symbaols rather

than human rights. “We don't | §

like the text,” one Westemn
diplomat said of the draft,
which will be presented to
the Human Rights Council in

Geneva on Tuesday.

“Human rights are sup-

posed to be attached to indi- | g ;

vidualz, not to religions.”
The QIC initiative also

stokes tensions between | ™5

Western states and the
Islamic organisation at a
time when the group has

unprecedented clout in the | S5
council, the only body made | F2535 5

up of govermments to protect | &

human rights worldwide.

19 OIC countries are vot- | | '. =
ing members of the 47-mem- | M=

ber council, and other states,
such as China, have aligned
with their draft resolution.

It remains to be seen
whether Pakistan will sue-
ceed in rallying all OIC coun-
tries behind it. A Saudi-led
effort to end a4 Yemen war
crimes probe prevailed in
M2 1. —Agencies

North Korea threatens
to down US spy planes
violating its airspace

SEOUL: North Korea on
Monday threatened to shoot
down any US spy planes vio-
lating its airspace and con-
demned Washington's plans
to deploy a nuclear missile
submarine near the Korean
peninsula,

A spokesperson for the
North's Ministry of National
Defence said the United
States has “intensified espi-
onage activities bevond
the wartime level®, with
“provocative” flights made
by US spy aircraft over eight
straight days this month, and
one reconnaissance plane
intruding into its airspace
over the East Sea “"several
times".

“There is no guarantee
that such shocking accident
as downing of the US Air
Force strategic reconnais-
aance plane will not happen
in the East Sea of Korea,”

the spokesperson said in a

BBC meets

statement, carried by the
official Korean Central News
Agency.

The spokesperson cited
past incidents when Pvong-
yang shot down US aircraft,
and warned the United
States would pay for its
“frantically staged” air espi-
onage.

Late on Monday, Narth
Korean leader Kim Jong Un's
powerful sister Kim Yo Jong
said that a US spy aircraft
had violated the country’s
easiern .ajmpar:e- twice on
Monday moming. according
1o a statement.

Kim Yo Jong said that the
North would not respond
directly to US reconnais-
sance activities outside
of the country's exclusive
economic zone, but warned
that it would take “decisive
action” if the US military
crosses its maritime military

demarcation line. —AFP

police over

presenter’s ‘explicit
pictures’ claims

LONDON: BEC representa-
tives met police in London
on Monday over allegations
that one of the broadeaster’s
top presenters paid a teen-
ager thousands of pounds
for sexual images.

The allegations against
the unnamed presenter have
made headlines across the
British media, including on
the BBC, since they were
first published last Friday.

They are the latest reve-
lations to rock the publicly
funded broadeaster, which is
regularly attacked by critics
from all sides for political
bias.

In 2011, its reputation
took a battering after the
death of children’s television
presenter Jimmy Savile, who
was unmasked as a serial
paedophile,

A police investigation

prompted by the scandal
saw many household names
arrested on suspicion of his-
toric sex offences, including
another presenter, Rolf Har-
ns, who was later convicted

The Metropolitan Police
said detectives from its Spe-
cialist Crime Comrmand met
representatives from the
BBC virtually on Monday
moming.

“They are assessing the
information discussed at the
meeting and further enqui-
ries are taking place o estab-
lish whether there is evi-
dence of a eriminal offence
being committed,” it added.

“There is no investigation
at this time,” a statement
read.

The BBC on Sunday said
it had suspended the male
presenter, without revealing
his identity. —AFP

Uzbek president cements
power with election win

TASHEENT: Uzbek Pres-
ident Shavkat Mirziyoyev
won a third term that will
keep him in charge of the
tightly controlled country
until 2030 as international
ohservers said on Monday
the vote lacked “genuine”
competition.

Mirzivoyev, who was
running against three largely
unknown candidates, won
Sunday’s election with 57
percent of the vote, accord-
ing to preliminary results.

A constitutional referen-
dum this year paved the way
for the 65-year-old to serve
two more presidential terms
and increased the mandate
from five years to seven,
meaning he could stay in
power until 2047,

“Uzbekistan’s presiden-
tial election lacked genuine
political competition despite
some efforts to reform,” an

election monitoring mission
from the Organisation for
Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE), said in a
statement.

They also said that a
number of recommenda-
tions key to the democratic
process “remain unad-
dressed.”

Urszula Gacek, the head
of the mission, said her
organisation urged the coun-
trv to “take bolder measures
towards a true democracy
that includes all citizens”™,

A former Soviet repub-
lic, Uzbekistan is wedged
between Russia and China
and shares a border with
Afghanistan.

Mirzivoyev portrays hime-
self as a reformer creating
a “New Uzbekistan” and
has said he wants to double
fross domestic product to
£160 billion soon.

He has promised to open
up Uzbekistan to foreign
investrnent and tourism and
implement major reforms in
Central Asia's mostl popu-
loais couniry.

He focused his re-elec-
tion campaign on the econ-
omy and education.

Russian President Viad-
imir Putin congratulated
Mirziyovev on a “convincing
electoral victory.”

The win *confirms your
high political authority and
points to the broad, popu-
lar support for yvour policy
of large-scale reforms,” he
wrotie,

The two also spoke on
the phone and discussed
their “strategic parinership™.

Chinese leader Xi Jinping
also congratulated Mirzivo-
yev in a phone call.

“Xi Jinping pointed out, in
recent vears, under our joint

leadership, China-Uzbeki-
stan relations have achieved
breakthrough development,
and cooperation in various
fields has been comprehen-
sively strengthened,” state
broadcaster CCTV said.

X1 told Mirzivoyev he
“very much cherishes the
good working relationship
and personal frendship with
you", CCTV added

In May, Xi hosted Mir-
zivoyev and other Central
Asian leaders for a summit
in the northem Chinese city
of Xian.

Many voters said they
were happy with the out-
come but hoped o 5ee pos-
itive change down the road.

Dilafruz Khamidova, 24,
said she was “happy” with
the election result, adding
she wanted to see “more
opportunities for women in
the future.” —AFP

Six killed
in China
kindergarten
attack

BELIING: Six people were
killed and one wounded in
a kindergarten stabbing in
southem China’s Guangdong
province on Monday, local

“The victims include one
teacher, two parents and
three students,” said a spokes-
woman for the city govern-
ment in Lianjiang, where the
incident took place.

She did not offer details
about the identities or ages
of the victims, nor about the
weapon used in the attack

“One suspect has been
arrested,” she said. The sus-
pect was a 25-year-old male
sumamed Wu, local police
said in a statement, adding
that it was an “intentional
aesganlt”,

“The incident was a stab-
bing,” a Lianjiang police
spokesman said. Police said
they are now trying to verify
the identities of the victims.

The attack took place
around T:40 am (2340 GMT
on Sunday), the state-backed
China News Network
reported —AFP

Before Pakistan

acquittal,

Suleman

Shehbaz was given
clean chit by UK in
money-laundering case

By Murtaza Ali Shah

LONDON: Prime Minister
Shehbaz's Sharif son Sule-
man Shehbaz Sharif has
been acquitted by a special
court in Lahore in the Hel6
billion money laundering
case filed by the Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA)
but it's relevant to men-
tion that Suleman Shehbaz
got clean chit from United
Kingdom's National Crime
Agency (NCA) in Septems-
ber 2021 along with his
father after a through mon-
ev-laundering investigation
the UK govt conducted
on request of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI) gov-
emment.

In giving clean chit to
Shehbaz in September 2021,
the Uk NCA also cleared
Suleman Shehbaz who was
the focus of a money-laun-
dering probe along with

his father and their family
friend and British Pakistand
millionaire businessman
Zulfikar Ahmed.

The NCA - acting on
the information provided
by Assets Recovery Unit
(ARL), FIA, NAB and lob-
bying by the PTI govern-
ment as well as Daily Mail's
article had investigated She-
hbaz Sharif and Suleman
Shehbaz for holding assets
through offshore accounts
and made nquiries in Swit-
gerland, Italy, America
and Dubai to determine if
Zulfikar Ahmed was hold-
ings Sharifs’ money in off.
shore accounts through
complex offshore struc-
tures, according to court
papers released by the
Westminster Magistrates'
Court, Accounts and assets
of the three accused were
frozen by the NCA dunng
the mvestigation.

[sraeli forces kill
Palestinian who
shot at soldiers

RAMALLAH, Palestinian
Torritories: Israeli forces on
Monday shot a gunman who
the army said fired on sol-
diers in the occupied West
Bank, with the Palestinian
health ministry reporting the
alleged assailant was killed.

The gunman got out of
his vehicle then “hurled a
grenade, and fired shots
at the soldiers™ near Deir
Nidham village, northwest of
Ramallah, the Israeli military
said.

The Palestinian health
ministry announced the
death of Bilal Qadah, 33,
“near the village of Deir
Nidham”, without giving fur-
ther details.

The incident adds to a
surge in violence in the West
Bank, which has been occu-
pied by Israell forces since
the 1967 Six-Day War.

Eighteen Palestinians,
including militants and chil-
dren, and two Israeli soldiers
have been killed in the terri-
tory since July 3, the major-
ity in a two-day Israeli raid
on the northemn city of Jenin,
the largest operation of its
kind in years. —AFP

(xlobal goals on fighting poverty, inequality ‘in peril’: UN

UNITED NATIONS, United
States: The goals the world
sel 1o ease extreme povery,
improve access to drinking
water and take steps toward
sustainable development for
all humanity are “in poril,” the
Unitexd Nations has said in a
report published on Monday.

“Unless we act now, the
2080 Agenda could become
an epitaph for a world that
might have been,” UN Sec-
retarv-General Antonio
(zuterres wams ina preamble
to a report assessing the UN's
Sustainable Development
Goals for 2080,

In 2015, UN member
states adopted 17 goals
intended to build a better,
more sustainable future for
the entire globe by the end of
this decade.

“But halfway to 2050, that
promise i= in peril,” the report
says, with more than half the
world likely to be left behind.

The sustainable develop.
ment goals are “disappearing
in the rearsiew marmor,”

Expents assessed 140 tar-
got areas established under
the Sustainable Development
Goals, ranging from access
to health care and the fight
against climate change to
combating ineguality and
leveling access (o energy, the
report notes.

On more than 30 per-
cent of the targets, either no
progress has been reported
ar e@ven regression has been
noted since 2015, and mod-
erate or severe deviation
from the desired trajectory
has been seen in about half
of them

For example, the Covid-19
pandemic ended a downward
trend in extreme poverty,
defined as living on less than
£2.15 a day.

Bat at the current rate, 575
million people will still be kiv-
ing insuch conditions in 2000,
most of them in sub-Saharan
Africa. That is down 30 per-
cent since 2015, but far from
the hoped-for eradication, the
report 2avs.

Decrease in extreme poverty undermined
by Covid-19
Proportion of the world's population living on less than $2.15 a day
In %
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“Shockingly, the world is ate or severe food insecunity  lion people currently live in
back at lhunger levels not seen in 2021, and child malnutri- slums or slumdike conditions

sinoe 2005, the report savs.
Around one in three peo-
ple (2.3 billion) faced moder-

tion is still a “global concem,”
it notes,
“Approximately 1.1 hil-

in cities, with two billion
more expected in the next 30
vears,” It savs,

The pandemic, which
highlighted the fragility of
many advances, has had a
“devastating” impact on edu-
cation.

Without new measures,
only one country in six will
reach the goal of universal
access to secondary edu-
cation by 2030, and 84 mil-
lion children will not attend
school, the report says,

In terms of gender aqual-

ity, the report highlights “too
slow” progress, noting that at
the current rate, it would take
286 vears to close the gap in
legal protection and to abol-
ish discriminatory laws, and
300 vears to end child mar-
riage.
And developing coun-
tries, “buried under a
mountain of debt,” are “the
hardest hit by our collec-
tive failure to invest in the
Sustainable Development
Goals,” said Guterres, who
repeatedly called for reform
of international finaneial
mstituiions. —AFP
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WORLD POPULATION DAY

11" JULY

Syed Murad Ali Shah

The project will improvae access to quality
healthcare services for pecple living in
the vicinity of the selectaed government
dispensaries in remote and peri-urban
areas and in the flood-affected
settlements in Sindh,

Sindh is facing a double burden of
population growth due to natural growth
and migration from other parts of the
country. The migrants usually settle in
slums and peri-urban  areas. The
Departments of Population Weltare and
Health have focused on slums by
conducting Family Health Day every week
in these areas s0 a5 10 ensure access 10
quality family planning and reproductive
health services.

Sindh has taken the lead in enacting major
legislation for women's and girls' rights,
including the Child Marriage Restraint Act
of 2013, the Domestic Violence
Prevention and Protection Act, 2013, the
Reproductive Health Rights Act of 2019
which is recently amended, and anacted

with the incorporation of Marital
Counseling, Registration of Nikkah,
Maternal and Perinatal Death
Surveillance, and Tele Health. The

Education Department has introduced
Life Skills Based Education for schools
and colleges.

For a stronger and developing Sindh, my
government is committed to invasting in
education, healthcare, clean and
affordable enargy and is working towards
gender aguality.

| pledge my persistent support to
Population Welfare Department. The
People's Government will provide political,
administrative, and financial assistance
ta all women in Sindh in the most
equitable and indiscriminate manner
possible to achieve family planning and
reproductive health rights, and will
continue to do everything possible to
ensure a haalthy and prosperous Sindh

Messages Continued by Main Page

Dr. Azra Fazal Pechuho

re-revised the Costed Implementation
Plan (CIP), strengthened the Supply Chain
System, maintained Contraceptiva
Commedity Security, holistically engaged
private partners, shifted paper-based
client data to electronic client recording
and last but not least; shifted focus from
rural to urban areas where CPR is reported
to be lowin POHs 2017

‘Sindh FP2030 Working Group” and 'Sindh
Population Task force’ meetings are
attanded by reprasentatives of public and
private sector stakeholders to discuss
population issues for tangible results.
Both departments, Health and Population,
under one Minister are fostering
functional integration. The Gynas Wards
of Tertiary Care Hospitals are providing
PPFP (Post Pregnancy Family Planning)
and PAFP {Post Abortive Family Planning)
with the support of the Population
Welfare Department, These services will
help in improving the health and overall
wall-baing of woman,

Thiz World Population Day gives us an
opportunity  to  demonstrate our
unwavering commitment to create a safe
and healthy environment, where women
and girls are empowsred to choose if and
when to build the families they want and
where they have easy and affordable
access to Family Planning and
Reproductive Health Services.

Dr. Muhammad Sohail Rajput

practices against women and girls by
2030, Sindh Government is dedicated to
achieve the FP2030 targets and is
providing full financial and administrative
support to ensure that they are met,

| pledge my complete support to the
Population Welfare Department,
Govarnment of Sindh and expect that the
departmant along with other stakeholders
would raise awarenass about the sexual
and reproductive heslth needs and
vulnerabilities of women and girls.

Rehan Igbal Baloch

Costed Implementation Plan (CIP): The
ADP  Scheme  namely Costed
Implementation Plan (CIP) is Re-revised in
2022-23 to achieve FP2030 goals. Major
interventions incorporated are branding
of RHS-A Centers and Family Welfare
Centers, strengthaning coordination at
District level amongst the stakeholders
through District Coordinators and
provision of Mobile Vans to excess clients
to hard to reach araas,

Visibility of Service Delivery Points:
Branding of 200 FWCs is done which has
improved visibility of Family Welfare
Centers and FP client’s number has also
increased.

Monitoring System: Traditional report
based Monitoring Mechanism is improved
by introducing modern electronic and real
time web-based Monitoring system.
Digitalization of Data: The paper-based
registration of clients is shifted to the
Electronic Clients Record (ECR),
embedded in the Contraceptive Logistic
Management  Information  System
(eLMIS). The robust data recorded in
ECR would be instrumental In
evidence-based decision making,

Contraceptive Commeodity Security:
since 2016, Population Woelfare
Department procures contraceptive for
all stakeholders (DOH, PPHI and Private
Partners). Ours Contraceptive Commodity
Security is the best as compared with
other provinces. Sindhis the only province
that has introduced new methods like
Implants (Jadelle) and DMPA (Sayana
Press).

Functional Integration: The functional
integration with public and private
sectors is streamlined for providing
Family planning services. Around 350
services delivery centers are re-located
to Health Facilities to streamline FP
Services

Post Partum Family Planning: services are

introduced at tertiary hospitals of Health
Dapartmant. Population Welfare
Departmant Sindh directly provides
contraceptives to all Tertiary Care
Hospitals of Sindh

Awareness Sessions: For spreading the
awaraness regarding benefits of Family
Planning, Population Welfare Department
Sindh is conducting awareness session in
universities, colleges, provincial line
Departments and shanty areas.

Public Private Partnership: Population
Weifare Department Sindh fully supports
public private partnership in terms of
family planning services. NGOs, private
health networks and private  health
facilities are registered to provide FP
services. They are provided free
contraceptives and  trainings by
Population Waelfara Department.
Currently, 421 private health facilities are
registered with PWDS,

The Social Mala Mobilization: The Social
Male Mobilizers who were working in
isolation are activated by regularization of
services of 1055 Male Mobilizers. They
arg referring NSV FP Clients during
camps,

In addition to that, PWDS is providing FP
training to Doctors/Paramedic staff of
Health Department. Lady Health Workers
(LHWs) are also being trained on use of
Sayana Press, & new three-month
injectable contraceptive for women, to
provide quality family planning services to
the people of Sindh at their door step.
PWDS is also working in local
communities to find effective and
innovative  solutions  to  counter
population issues in Sindh. We also
collaborate with partners to ensure
undisrupted services in  underservad
areas,

Today, on the occasion of “World
Population Day”, | would like to thank my
team working at PWDS for providing
quality sarvicas to the people of Sindh, |
would also like to acknowledge the
efforts of our partners in helping us to

achieve our targets. Population Welfare
Department Sindh is committed to
protect the reproductive haalth rights of
its people and to address the challenges
faced by tham,

Dr. Natalia Kanem

societios that worry  about labour
productivity, achieving gender parity in
the workforce is the most effective way
to improve output and income growth,
Meanwhile, in countries experiencing
rapid population growth, women's
empowerment through education and
family planning can bring enormous
benefits by way of human capital and
inclusive economic growth,

Thirty years ago, the world united behind a
shared vision of the future, one that
recognized the rights of women and girls
as central to global development. The
solution is clear; Accelerating the
advancement of gender equality -
through access to sexual and
raproductive health and rights, improved
education, appropriate labour policies,
and equitable norms in the workplace and
home - will result in healthier families,
stronger economies, and resilient
societies.

That message of gender equality is as
powerful today as it was then: our resolve
st be as well. Let us unite oncamore to
imagine a world in which every one of us
has the equal opportunity to thrive, and
lat us join forces to ensure a reality in
which avery nation's real waalth - no
matter its size or stage of development -
i5 its people, and that means all paople,
not halt.

LUINFPA stands with all 8 billion peopla so
that they may claim theair rights and make
their own choices. Because only that will
lead toa future that will bring equality and
prasperity tous all,

INF KRY 2023/:2381

Family Planning, A Guarantee of a Prosperous Future

Important steps taken by the Population Welfare Department, Government of Sindh

- Strengthening of Training Centres and making them fully functional

«  Strengthening the Supply Chain System

+  Improved coordination at district level

- Addition of Service Delivery Points

«  Modernizing the Monitoring System

»  Taking measures for Contraceptive Commodity

Security

«  Digitalisation of client Data through ECR

. Focusing of Long Acting Reversible
Contraceptives i.e Implants and IUCD

«  Supporting Tertiary Care Hospitals
for PPFP and PAFP

¢ Functional Integration

»  Providing contraceptive medicines

to the hospitals

. Conducting awareness sessions

«  Supporting the Public Private Partnership

. Social Male Mobilizer

A
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Base tariff hike in FY24

Govt to collect
over Rs3.2tr
extra from
power
consumers

By Israr Khan and
Khalid Mustafa

ISLAMABAL: The govern-
ment is set to collect an addi-
tional staggering amount of
over Re3.2 trllion from power
consumers, beginning July
2023, as it infends to raise the
power base-tanff by approx-
imately Rs7 per unit for
the Financial Year 2023-24,
according to official sources
of the Power Division.
Interestingly, the Intema-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF)
Executive Board is sched-
uled to convene on July 12,
2023, to discuss a nine-month
Standby Amangement. This
meeting will serve as the
final step in solidifving the
agreement outlined in the

IMF Staff Level Agreement,

Govt approves
sale of HBFC
to mortgage
refinance firm

Also allows conclusion of Services
International Hotel transaction

By Mehtab Haider

ISLAMABAD: The Cabinet
Committee on Privatization
(CCoPF) on Monday approved
sell-out of House Building
Finance Corporation (HBFC)
to a single source/negotiated
transaction.

The pre-gualified single
bidder Pakistan Mortgage
Refinance Company Limited
has been named as the single
bidder for the HEFC trans-
action.

Despite getting advice
from the Aviation Division
for hiring financial advisor
for selling out Roosevelt

CCoP discussed the issue
and decided to defer the
summary. Currently, the
government has struck leas-
ing agreement of renting out
rooms of the hotel and keep-
ing in view the decreased
property prices it is not the
ripe time for selling out Roo-
sevelt Hotel,

The Cabinet Committes
on Privatization (CCoP)
under Chairmanship of
Minister for Finance Ishaq
Dar granted approval to
proceed towards success-
ful conclusion of Services
International Hotel (SIH)

Racial discrimination,
unfair dismissal

British-Pakistani
journalist Saima
Mohsin sues
CNN

Mews Desk

ISLAMABAD: Cable News
Network (CNN) is being
sued by its former reporter
for racial discrimination and
unfair dismissal after she
was severely injured while on
asaignment in [smel

The reporter, British-Pa-
kistani Saima Mohsin, was
left disa-
bled fol-
lowing an
accident
when she
wWas report- B
ing from
Jemusalem on the lsr'ael-l-"al-
estine conflict, The Guardian
reported.

She has been struggling
to =it, stand, walk, or retum
to work full time-time after
the incident in 2014 —

Ahead of polls, govt
to release Rs131bn

for MPs’

By our correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Under devised
strategy for development
funds, the government has
authorized the release of
REs131 billion, as much as
15 percent of the allocated
funds, in the first quarter
(Julv-September) only for
Parliamentarians’ discre-
tionary schemes of the Sus-
tainable Development Goals
Achievement Programme me
(SAP).

It will be quite unigque
that development funds of
the SAF programme as dis-
cretionary funding for Par-
liamentarians remains the

M | top priority of the PDM-led

regime which would com-
plete its constitutional term
on August 12, 2023,

The Office Memorandum
{OM) issued by the Ministry
of Finance said that in pur-
suance of the provisions of

schemes

the Public Finance Manage-
ment Act, 2019, Bule 3(9) of
the Cash Management and
Treasury Single Account
Rules, 2020 and Financial
Management and Powers
of Principal Accounting
Officers Regulations, 2021,
the funds release strategy
for Development Budget for
the Current Financial Year
{CFY) 202324, the funds for
Development Budget shall
be released by Planning,
Development and Special
Initiatives (PD&SI) Division.
Out of the PSDP allocation
for CFY for approved pro-
jects, 15 percent of funds will
be released in quarter one,
20 percent for the quarter, 25
percent for quarter 3, and 40
percent for quarter 4.

The Public Sector Devel-
opment programme (PSDEP)
gtands at RsP50 billion out

Continued on page 9

No decision
taken as yet

about IK’s
military trial
By Ansar Abbasi

ISLAMABALD: No decision has
been taken as yet whether or
not Imran Khan will be tried
under the Army Act by a mil-
tary courl.

Informed sources said
that although some of the
federal ministers suggest
that Imran Khan for being
the alleged mastermind of
May O attacks is a fit case for
military trial, no decision has
been taken in this regard.

There is a general agree-
ment between the civil and
military authorities that
Imran Khan was the alleged
mastermind of the May 9
attacks.

The civil side including
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharnf and quite a few fed-
eral ministers have already
repeatedly said that Imran

Continued on page 9

ECP
secretary’s

contract
extended for
another year

By our correspondent

ISLAMABAD: A few months
ahead of the keenly-awaited
general elections, Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner (CEC)
Sikandar Sultan Raja has
given a one-year extension
in the contract of Election
Commission Secretary Omar
Hamid Khan.

“In continuation of this
Commission's notification
No 4 (4) 2017-Estt-I, July
08, 2021 and in exercise of
the powers conferred under
rules § and 11 of the Elec-
tion Commission (Officers
and Servants), Bules 1080
and other all ancillary pow-
ers enabling in that behalf,
the honourable chief elec-
tion commissioner has
been pleased to extend

Continued on page 9
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Snme day all baking will he done tms way

Pakistani singer Natasha Baig performs with Korean band Ensemble Su at the Arts Council of Pakistan, Karachi, on Sunday evening — Fholo

courtesy: ACP (story on page 14)

Missing Daily
Jang reporter

Askari
returns home

By our correspondent

A journalist associated with
the Daily Jang has retumed
home after an enforced dis-
appearance of a day.

Senior reporter at Daily
Jang Syed Muhammad Askar |
returned home on the night | 5
between Sunday and Monday |
after around 26 hours of de- |
tention. He was allegedly |
picked up by personnel in po-
lice uniforms and plain-|
clothes on the night between |
Saturday and Sunday near |
Qayyumabad Interchange |
while he was retuming from
an event.

His wife Shazia Askari
had filed an application at the
Baloch Colony police station %
over his alleged abduction |
and requested the police for
his immediate release, |

The complainant stated in
her application that person-
nel in police uwniform and
plainclothes abducted her

hushand from a spot near the
Qayyumabad Interchange
when he was retuming from
an event along with his|
friend. She added that those |
who picked up her husband | I
had their faces covered and |
they intercepted her huslmnd
in a police mobile van and al
white vehicle at around 1:15
am on Sunday.

Various journalist bodies |
had expressed profound con- |
cem over the enforced disap- |
pearance of Askan.

Continwed on page 14 |

SHC restrains West DC
from Interfering with
builder’s 14-acre land

Petitioner says influential land grabbers
have encroached upon his land in Manghopir

By Jamal Khurshid

The Sindh High Court (SHC)
has restrained the West
deputy commissioner and
others from interfering with
the possession of a private
builder’s 14 acres of land
meant for a housing scheme
in the Manghopir area @il fure
ther orders.

The interim order came
on a lawsuit of the private
builder against encroach-
ment of his 14 acres of land
meant for a housing scheme
by influential land grabbers.

The plaintiff’s counsel
submitted that his client
owned 80 acres of land in the

| Manghopir area that was reg-

ularised in June 2011. He
submitted that the plaintiff
was the owner of a private
housing scheme on the sub-

{ject land but private defen-

dants Ali Hasan Zahri and
others with connivance of
official respondents had en
rmnrhwl upon 14 acres {:f
the land meant for the hous-
ing society.

He also placed documents

| in support of his claim on the

land and requested the high
court to declare that the
plaintfl was the owner of the
land in question and the act
of private defendants of en-
croaching upon the land of

the plaintiff was illegal.

He requested the SHC to
restrain the official and pri-
vate defendants from en-
croaching upon the private
land of the plaintiff and issue
an inteim order.

A single bench of the
SHC comprsing Justice Mo-
hammad Faisal Kamal Alam
after a preliminary hearing of
the lawsuit issued nolices to
the West deputy commis-
sioner and others, and called
their comments on the next
hearing.

In the meantime, the high
court restrained the private
and official respondents from
interfering into the posses-
sion of the Land owned by the
plainfl till further orders.

Missing persons

The SHC has also issued
notices to federal and provine
cial law officers, Sindh in-
spector general of police and
- others on petitions against
disappearance of two citi-
2ens, ncluding a woman.

The petitioners, Naheed
and Naseer Khan, had sub-
mitted that Magsood Almed
Mahar and Rubina had been
missing from the Malir and
Sachal areas and their whepe-
abouts were unknown.

The petitioners’ counsel
submitted that Mahar was al-

legedly picked up by person
nel of law enforcement agen-
cies on June 7 and since then
he had not been produced
before any court of the law.

He said that neither were
police disclosing the where-
abouts of the detainee nor
was he being produced be-
fore any courd of law,

The SHC, after the pre-
liminary hearing of the peti-
tions, issued notices to the
advocate general, prosecutor
general and others, and
called their comments.

Naseer's counsel submit-
ted that Rubina had been
missing since June 14 and po-
e failed to recover her.

The investigation officer
of the Sachal police station
submitted that the where-
abouts of the woman were
being looked for. He ex-
pressed the hope that she
would be recovered He
sought time to submit a
Progress report.,

The SHC directed the in-
vestigation officer to file a
progress report and pro-
duce the woman before the
court on the next date of
hearing. The high court ob-
served that if the missing
woman was not produced,
the concemed S5P shall ap-
pear before court and ex-
plain the position.

Mugging victim
shot dead on

doorstep in
Quaidabad

By our correspondent

A mugging victim was shot
dead on his doorstep in the
Quaidabad locality, while an-
other man was gunned down
and his two minor sons were
wounded allegedly over per-
sonal enmity in the Lyari
area on Monday.

According to details, 26-
year-old Ehsan was Killed by
the firing of robbers in New
Muzaffarabad Colony, which
falls within the jurisdiction
of the Quaidabad police sta-
tion. After receiving informa-
tion, police and rescue work-
ers reached the crime scene
and took the casualty to the
Jinnah Postgraduate Medical
Centre (JPMC).

Police said the deceased
was the only brother of six
sisters, adding that he was
associated with the IT sector
and was a father of two, Of-
ficials said the man was
killed on his doorstep.

Police have obtained the
CCTV camera footage of the
incident that shows the vic-
tim sitting on his doorstep
talking to someone when the
suspects arrived on a motor-
hike, added the officials.

They said the footage
shows one of the suspects
jumping off the motorbike
as soon as the vehicle
stopped and snatching
Ehsan's mobile phone,
adding that even though the
victim was cooperating, the
suspect shot him.

Continued on page 14

Sharea Faisal renovation expected
to be completed in one year

LG Minister Nasir Hussain attends project’s foundation stone-laying ceremony

By our correspondent

Sindh Local Govemment
Minister Nasir Hussain Shah
held a foundation stone-Jay-
ing ceremony for project for
the renovation of 18- kilome-
tre Sharea Faisal on Monday.

In the project, the beauty
of the main artery of the city
would be enhanced, while its

renovation would be done in |

a modem style, he said while

addressing the ceremony on o

Monday.
The minister said that by
implementing the vision of

Chairman Pakistan Peoples |

Party Bilawal Bhutto, the gov-
emment of Sindh was work-
ing day and night to build and
develop the infrastructure of
the city.

Chief Minister Syved Murad
Ali Shah and his team were
working tirelessly to provide
basic facilities in every sector
to the people of Karachi, the
effects of which had started
becoming noticeable, he said.

After the road was reno-
vated, he said, the positive
image of the city would be
geen prominently in the
world, and tourists who en-
tered the city from the airport
used Sharea Faisal

While travelling on Sharae
Faisal, Hussain said, one
could enjoy the beautiful
scenery of the city. The civic
agencies had full support for
the renovation of the road

Sindh Local Government Minister Nasir Hussain Shah speaks af the foundation stone-laying ceremony for the
project of renovaling Sharea Faisal. Karachi Mayor Murtaza Wahab is also present on the occasion — FFI pholo

from the airport to the me-
tropolis, he added.

The provincial minister
said the process of the devel-
opment of the city was going
om, and the Sindh govermment
had successfully completed
maost of the projects ina short
period of time, while the re-
pair work of more than 400
sl and big roads was going
on rapidly.

Also addressing the cere
maony, Karachi Mayor Murtaza
Wahab =aid all institutions
were playing their role well to

make the city one of the de-
veloped aties. If the develop-
ment process continued at
the same pace, the time was
not far when Karachi would
be able to achieve a promi-
el posi Gon.

He said the display of ban-
ners and wall-chalking would
be completely prohibited on
Sharea Faisal, and the
Karachi Metropolitan Corpo-
ration would continue its full
cooperation with the provin-
cial govermment.

Director General Karachi

Development Authority
(KDA) Syed Muhammad Ali
Shah said KDA experts and
experdenced engineers, offi-
cers and employees would
fully demonstrate their skills
for the renovation of Sharea
Faisal and would implement
the plan in a short period of
12 months. Plantation, walk-
ways for citizens, establish-
ment of bus stops, street fur
niture, lane-marking, signage
and regulansation of bill-
boards will be allowed on
baoth sides of highway roads

from the airport to Metropole.
The project is estimated to be
of around Rs195.71 million.

LG Secretary Majam Shah,
PPP leader Javed Naguri, Asif
Khan, Lal Chand Jakhrani,
Manwar Wasan, Gul Muhan
mad Jakharani, Makhdoom
Igbal Wasan, Khalil Hot,
Aslam Samm, Chief Engineer
Nadeem Iqbal, Member Fi
nance KDA Muhammad
Kashif Khan, Executive Engi-
neer KDA Rahat Fahim and
other officers were also pres-
ent on the occasion.

Ex-SHO arrested
after bail revoked
in ransom
kidnapping case
Cop accused of holding citizen captive on

North Nazimabad police station’s roof,
demanding Rsbm to release him

By Yousuf Katpar

A former station house offi-
cer (SHO) of the North Naz-
imabad police station was ar-
rested on Monday after an
anti-terrorism court (ATC)
revoked his interim pre-ar-
rest bail in a case pedaining
to the alleged abduction of a
man for ransom.

Ex-SHO Abdul Moeed,
other cops named Mehboob
Kalhoro and Muhammad
Asif, and their accomplices
Mukhtiar, Asad Raza and
Kashif, were booked for
their alleged involvement in
kidnapping Ismat this March
and demanding Rsb million
for his release. The victim
was held captive on the
North Nazimabad police sta-
tion's roof.,

The ATC-V judge pro-
nounced his
hearing arguments from
both sides. He dismissed the
police officer’s plea seeking
confirmation of the bail
granted to him. The judge
also rejected co-accused
Asif’s application seeking
post-arrest bail in the case.

“Reasonable grounds
exist to believe that the ac-
cused have committed the

order after

alleged offence, and suffi-
cient matenal is available on
record to connect the appli-
cants/accused with the com-
mission of the alleged of-
fence,” observed the judge.

He added that the pun-
ishment for the alleged of-
fence was the death sen-
tence or life imprisonment,
which fell within the ambit
of the prohibitory clanse of
Section 497 of the Criminal
Procedure Code,

Citing the case record,
the judge said the victim was
recovered from the roof of
the police station, and at
that time, Moead was posted
as the SHO, so without his
permission, no one could be
kept at the police station.

The accused policeman,
who was present in court on
interim bail, was then taken
into custody and sent to the
central prison

According to the prose-
cuftion, on March 22 a per-
gon named Qadir called
Ismat on his mobile phone
and told him to reach Block-
A of North Nazimabad for a
deal of black scorpion.

The prosecution said that
the victim, and his friends
Saleem and Shoaib reached

the location, but three men
kidnapped Ismat and
brought him to the roof of
the North NaAamabad police
station, then demanded Rsb
million for his release,

The kdnappers later
agreed to a pavment of
Rsd400.000, the prosecution
claimed, adding that the vic-
tim's cousin was called to
the North Nazimabad police
gtation, where one of the ac-
cused led him to the moof,

In the meantime, men-
tioned the prosecution, an
Anti-Violent Crime Cell
team, on being informed of
the incident, raided the po-
lice station to rescue the ab-
ducted man and recover the
FATSOTIN TROTReY,

The defence counsel,
however, contended that the
ex-SHO was on leave when
lsmat was abducted and
kept on the roof of the po-
lice station. Claiming his in-
nocence, he pleaded with
the judge to confirm the in-
terim bail granted to the ac-
cused.

An FIR was registered
under the relevant sections
of the Pakistan Penal Code,
read with Section 7 of the
Anti-Terrortsm Act.

Online cab driver, passenger
killed in DHA road accident

By our correspondent

The victims were identified as 30-year
old Ali Raza, son of Nusrat, and 25-vearold

An online taxi driver and a woman passen- Sheena. While Raza hailed from Multan,

ger lost their lives in a road accident that oc-
curmed near Creek Mart, Phase-VIII, Defence
Housing Authority, in the early hours of

Monday.

The accident resulted in the death of Al
Raza, 30, and Sheena, 25, while another pas-
senger, Zohaib, 40, sustained serious injuries.
According to Station House Officer (SHO)
Azam Rajpur of the Sahil police station, the
accident eccurred when a speeding vehicle
collided with a footpath in Defence Phase 8.

The impact was so immense that both the
occupants of the vehicle were thrown out,
and the vehicle itself was severely damaged.

Punjab, further verification and details re-
ganding Sheena and the injured Zohaib were
vet to be determined. Unfortunately, Lohaib

remains unconscious and is currently un-

accident.

able to provide a statement regarding the

Authorities have initiated an investigation
into the case, and efforts are underway to un-
cover all pertinent information surrounding
the incident. Preliminary investigations sug-
gested that Raza, the deceased driver,
worked for online taxi service Careem. He
had picked up Sheena and Zohaib from a lo-
cation in DHA and was en route to their des-

Prompt action was taken, and the bodies of tination when the tragedy occumed.

the deceased, as well as the injured individ-

Reports indicated that the vehicle was

ual, were immediately taken to Jinnah Hos- traveling at an excessive speed, which likely
conftributed to the severity of the accident.

pital for medical attention.
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NAMAZ TIMINGS

Fajr 04:21 am
Zohr 12:37 pm
Asr 05:20 pm
Maghrib 07:26 pm
Isha 08:53 pm

CITY

PULSE

Malika-e-Tabassum

The Arts Council of Pakistan
‘Malika-¢-
a one-hour
stand-up comedy perform-
ance by veteran artiste
Bushra Ansari. The show
has been directed by Dawar '
Mehmood and starts at | _
8pm. It will run until July 15& L . %

I5  hosting
Tabassum’,

Call 03333186299
more information.
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Two suspects sent
on nine-day remand
in M6 Motorway

corruption case

By Aftab Ahmed

HYDERABAD: An accountability court on Monday sent two
suspects on a nine-day remand for investigations into the
MG Motorway cormaption case.

National Accountability Burean (NAB) sources said Rafin
Solang and his driver Ghulam Hussain Korai were arrested
during an operation in Punjab. Inifially, they were produced
before a local court in Punjab, Later, they were shifted from

Punjab to Hyderabad.

NAB Prosecutor Jungo Khan confirmed the arrests and
explained that Rafiqwas the son of Rehmatullah Solangi who
was wanted in the mega comaption case as he had allegedly
benefitted from cormuption in the land purchase funds for the

highway.

The two suspects were presented before the Accounta-
bility Court No 2 Hyderabad where NAB requested for their
remand. The accountability court accepted the request and
remanded the two suspects to a nine-day investigation re-

mand in jail

Four MQM-L men held, "™

3Y others

booked in

FIR for staging rally

By our correspondent

Police initiated a crackdown
and arrested workers on

Monday for holding a rally of lice approached the workers,

the Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment-London (MGQM-L in the
Korangi area.

The MQM-L staged the
rally in support of its
founder. The Zaman Town
police registered a case and
arrested four people on the
gpot. They also launched a
crackdown against the party
in Korangi and Landhi areas
on the night between Sunday
and Monday and detained
more than 15 workers.

The MQM-L founder has
been named under Section
108 in the FIR, which has
been registered on a com-
paint of the state and in-

cludes other provisions re-
lated to roting and shouting
zlogans.

When the patrolling po-

there were people in cars
and on motorcycles blocking
a road and shouting slogans.
Eighty to 80 people partici-
pated in the rally.

The participants were
shouting slogans in support
of the MQM- London
founder, the FIR said, adding
that when the police tried to
disperse them, more sloga-
neering and rioting took
place.

Police arrested four per- |
gons, identified as Al alias

EEsmmEE ?
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Korean
traditional and
modern music

captivates
ACP audience
News Desk
The Arts Council of Pakistan

and the Korean Consul Gen-
eral Karachi jointly organ-

]iﬁﬂl a Korean fusion music

programme, ‘Ensemble Su',
leaving the andience mes-
merised.

Korean Consul General Yi
Sungho, Karachi Commis-
gioner Muhammad Igbal
Memon, Mirza Ikhtivar Baig,
Executive Director Arts
Council Danival Umar and a
large number of music lovers
attended, said a press re-
lease issued on Monday.

The event featured Ko-
rean traditonal and modem

]nmsi:?. Pakistan's famous

singer Natasha Baig showed
the magic of her voice along
with Korean musicians.
Addressing the pro-
gramme, Consul General Yi
Sungho said that the ex-
change of cultural pro-

| grammes is a good tradition

‘and will promote the cul-
tures of both countries.

He said the cultures of
Pakistan and Korea are very
different, and such pro-
grammes will strengthen
their cultural relationship. “It
i5 a proud moment for me
that today the Korean group
Ensemble 5u is performing
with  Pakistani  singer

Natasha Baig. I thank the
(Arts Council of Pakistan

Karachi who supported this
year also,”

Commissioner Inghal
| Memon said the Arts Counil
has become a great organisa-
tion of arts and culture
which we are proud of.

Executive Director Arts
Council Daniyal Umar said
that through cultural pro-
grammes between Pakistan
and Korea, people can be
brought closer to one an-
other, He hoped that this cul-
tural programme woulod fur-
ther strengthen the
relationship between Pak-
istan and Korea.

He further said that art
has no boundaries, and such
programmes will give the
artistes of both countries the
opportunity to leam a lot.

Daniyal Umar presented
a bowpuet to the Korean con-

Missing
Daily Jang...
Continved from page 13

In a condemnation state.
ment, Crime Reporters Asso-
ciation (CRA) President

] Kashif Hashmi, General Sec-

retary Rehan Chishti and
members of the Executive
Council condemned the ab-
duction of the senior re-
porter.

The CRA president and
secretary said in the joint
statement that unidentified
masked persons had whisked
away a senior joumalist
which was a reprehensible
act and the provincial gov-
emment should take this
matter serously.

They called for eady re-

Khokhla, Sajid, Javed and | turn of Askar and wamed

Salim, on the spot. Another
a0 people are also named in

the FIR, police said.
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that the journalist community
reserved the right to protest.

Similarly, an emergency
meeting of the executive
committes of the Sindh Jour-
nalists and Other Media
Practitioners Commission
was held with its chairman
Justice (retd) Rashid A Razvi
| in chair.

The meeting expressed
anger and concern over in-
cidents of kidnapping of
joumalists.

Robust response to IT courses at
(xovernor House as one million apply

By our correspondent

A staggenng number of one
million candidates have sub-
mitted their applications to
attend the free Information
Technology courses, which
will be conducted at the
Sindh Governor House.

This initiative aimed to
empower the vouth of the
province by equipping them
with valuable computer-re-
lated skills. Sindh Govemor
Kamran Khan Tessori re-
vealed this information on

Monday while inangurating a
new gate near the existing
Gate No 4 of the Governor
House, designated for the
participants of the upcoming
IT leaming program.
Tessori announced that
an aptitude test would be
conducted in the near future
to select the first phase of
100,000 students from
among these one million
candidates for the free [T
courses. The candidates
who had shown interest in
attending these courses

come from various regions
across the province.

To  streamline  the
process, the lists of roll
numbers of registered can-
didates appearing in the ap-
titunde test would be up-
loaded on social media
platforms. This approach
would ensure transparency
and accessihility for all ap-
plicants.

The selected candidates
would have the opportunity
to participate in IT courses
focusing on the fields of

metaverse, web 3.0, and ar
tificial intelligence. On the
day of the aptitude test,
proper parking facilities
would be made available
outside the Governor House
to accommodate the candi-
dates and their parents.
The governor also dis-
closed that several private
and public sector universi-
ties had expressed their
willingness to offer admis-
sions to students who suc-
cessfully pass the aptitude
test, which would be held at

the Governor House.
Highlighting the financial
aspect of these welfare ini-
tiatives, Governor Tessori
emphasised that not a single
penny from the public ex-
chequer was being utilised
for these projects. He ex-
pressed his gratitude to the
media for their unwavenng
support in promoting these
initiatives, which aim to as-
sist underprivileged families
and enhance the IT skills of
students from low and mid-
dle-income backgrounds.

A poltential customer looks at plant pols with beautiful designs a

Rahman

{ a roadside shop on Monday — The News pholo by Zahid

ll CHARGES OF PROTECTING GANGSTERS

Verdict on plea for withdrawal of case
against Dr Asim, others put off to Aug 12

By our correspondent

An  anti-terrorism court
(ATC) has deferred until Au-
gust 12 the pronouncement
of its verdict on an applica-
tion filed by the prosecution
secking the court’s nod to
withdraw a criminal case
against former federal minis-
ter and Pakistan Peoples
Party leader Dr Asim Hus-
gain and other politicians.
Dr Asim has been
charged with allegedly treat-
ing and harbouring temror
suspects, including political
militants and gangsters, at
the North Nazimabad and
Clifton branches of the Zi-
auddin Hospital at the be-
hest of the PPP's Abdul
Qadir Patel, MOQM-Ps Anis
Qaimkhani, former Karachi
mayvor Wasim Akhtar, Rauf

Siddiqui and Pashan leader
Usman Moazzam.

The ATC-II judge was to
announce its judgement on
the plea on Saturday, but it
was deferred till August 12
due to the judge being on
leave.

Wasim Akhtar, Anees
Qaimkhani, Rauf Siddiqui
and Usman Moazzam tamed
up on bail while Dr Asim and
Abdul Qadir Patel were
called absent.

The case was adjourned
till Augnst 12 with a direction
to the accused to appear on
the next date for the pro-
nouncement of the order.

In February, the Sindh
government, through the spe-
cial public prosecutor,
Mubhammad Younus, moved
an application before the
court seeking its penmission

to withdraw the case against
the politicians facing the
trial. The applicaion was
moved under Section 494 of
the Criminal Procedure Code
(CrPC) read with Section -
AW of the Sindh Crimi-
nal Prosecution Service
(Constitution, Function &
Power) Act, 2009.

The prosecutor informed
the judge that the Sindh gov-
emment wanted towithdraw
the case against all the ac-
cused persons and sought
the court’s penmission for
this purpose. He placed on
recond a letter dated Febru-
ary 16 written to Sindh Pros-
ecutor General Faiz Shah by
the home department giving
the go-ahead to the proposal
for withdrawal of the case
with the consent of the court.
The prosecutor said there

was no material on record
which may result in the con-
viction of the accused.

An FIR was lodged at the
North Nazimabad police sta-
tion under sections 201
(causing disappearance of
evidence of offence or giving
false information to screen
offender), 202 (intentional
omission to give information
of offence by person bound
to inform), 216 (harbouring
offender who has escaped
from custody whose appre-
hension has been ordered),
216-A (harbouring robbers or
dacoits), 408 (criminal
breach of trust by public ser
vant or banker, merchant or
agent) and 3 (common in-
tention) of the Pakistan
Penal Code read with various
sections of the Anti-Terror
ism Act, 1097,

Naeem laments Abbasi Shaheed

Hospital’s state of neglect

By our correspondent

The Jamaat-e-lslami has warned that
due to its state of neglect and the stag-
nant pools of wastewater in its sur-
roundings, the Abbasi Shaheed Hospi-
tal (ASH) in Karachi can spread
infections diseases among its visitors
instead of treating their serious ail-
ments.

The warning to this effect was given
by JI Karachi chief Hafiz Naeemur
Eehman as he paid a visit to ASH on
Monday to personally chserve its plight.

The JI leader said that the somy
state of aflairs of ASH was due to cor-
ruption in the affairs of the Sindh gov-

emment and the Karachi Metropolitan
Corporation. He lamented that essential
clinical examination facilities, inclhuding
ultrasound, CT scan and MRI, were not
available at ASH.

He said that the mined state of ASH
exposed the tall claims of the provincial
government about upgrading public
healthcare facilities to match world-
class standards.

He demanded that the salaries of
ASH's house officers be paid immedi-
ately because they had been protesting
for not receiving any remuneration for
the past three months. He said that the
salares of ASH's house officers should
be raised on a par with their counter

parts at Sindh’s public hospitals.

Rehman said that the quality of the
healthcare services at ASH should im-
mediately be improved because it was
the only public hospital in District Cen-
tral. He said that poor patients from the
East and West districts also came to the
hospital for treatment.

He said that being a teaching hospi-
tal that had been built 50 years ago,
ASH should not have degenerated to
such asormrowful state.

He recalled that ASH had been func-
tioning well, with the provision of nec-
essary healthcare services, dunng the
time of former Karachi mayor Naimat-
ullah Khan.

By our correspondent

The Sindh Transport Department fined

T8 drivers of intercity passenger buses
on Monday for illegally using com-
pressed natural gas (CNG) and lique-
fied petroleum gas (LPG) cylinders.
The action was taken across the
province. The transport department
imposed fines of Rsb6,600 on 79 driv-
ers of intercity passenger buses on the
directions of Transport Minister Shar-

< | jeel Inam Memon.
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Under the supervision of Transport
Secretary Saleem Rajput, different in-
apection teams in the province, each
lead by the relevant Regional Trans-
port Authonty district secretary, along

. {'I-\"ilh traffic police officials have daily

| been checking passengercarmying ve-
| hicles.
These private vehicles plying be-

tween cities through the highways are
being checked to curb the practice of
using illegal CNG cylinders and charg-
ing fares that are higher than the rates
fixed by the government.

The transport department took ac-
tion in Karachi, Sukkur, Mirpurkhas,
Larkana, Badin, Ehairpur and Thatta,
imposed fines worth Rs56,600 on 79
drivers and impounded 13 vehicles.

In Karachi, 32 wehicles were
checked and fines of Rsl6, 000 were
imposed over charging excessive fares
from passengers, while Rsd, 200 was
also returned to the passengers of
those vehicles.

To provide hassle-free and afford-
able transportation to the public,
Memon had directed Rajput to take spe-
cial measures for maintaining the writ
of the govermment and ensure that the
transporters abide by the official fares.

79 intercity bus drivers fined,

13 vehicles impounded

Transport dept imposes fines of Rsb6,600
over illegal use of CNG and LPG cylinders

Rajput said that action against
those using illegal CNG cylinders and
charging excessive fares would con-
tinue on a daily basis. He requested all
transporters to follow the rules, and
got thedir vehicle route permits and ve-
hicle fitness certificates renewed on
time.

Thirty-two vehicles were also
checked in Sukkur. where fines of
Rs10 500 were imposed over the use of
illegal CNG and LPG cylinders, while
four vehicles were impounded and
CNG eylinders were removed from
two vehicles.

Four vehicles were impounded in
Mirpurkhas for the illegal use of CNG
cylinders. Twenty-five vehicles were
checked in Khairpur, and fines of
Rs4, 700 were imposed, while five vehi-
cles were impounded over the use of
CNG cvlinders.

Mugging...
Continued from page 13

His funeral prayvers were
offered near his home and
he was buried at the New
Muzaffarabad Colony'’s
graveyard. His family and
other relatives as well as the
locals expressed anger and
grief, saying that the police
are busy arresting Gutka
sellers and consumers while
mugging incidents are rising
every day.

The victim's family mem-
bers warned that the police
have three days to arrest the
suspects involved in the in-
cident. They said that if
Ehsan’s Killers are not ar-
rested within 72 hours, they
would hold a protest.

‘Personal enmity’
A medical store owner

Inamed Noor Muhammad

was killed in a firing incident
in the Bihar Colony area of
the Lyari neighbourhood.
The deceased hailed from
GQuetta. His body was sent to
his home town for burial.

Police said that the vic-
tim's sons, 1 l-yearold Ismail
and 10-year-old Shahzad,
were wounded in the finng
al the medical store. How-
ever, the chikiren’s condition
is said to be out of danger,
according to District City
SSP Anf Aziz.

Officials said that a sus-
pect arrived on foot and tar
geted Noor Muhammad,
adding that the incident did
not involve robbery. They
{ said that the incident seems
to be the result of personal
enmity, but the case is being
investigated from different
angles.

The family of the de-
ceased claimed that the vie-
tim had no enmity with any-
one. The Crime Scene Unit
has collected all the evi-
dence from the crime scene,
said SSP Axiz

Police said that footage
of the medical store’s CCTV
cameras was being ob-
tained, while footage of the
CCTV cameras installed
around the store were also
being checked. They said
that extortion and other as-
pects would also be consid-
ered during the investiga-
tion.

Other incidents

A man was killed in a
firing incident inside his
house in the Gulshan-e-
Iqbal area. His body was
taken to the JPMC, where
he was identified as
44.year-old Mubashir. Po-
lice said that the incident
could be suicide, adding
that their investigation was
under way.

Separately, two people
were injured in a firing inci-
dent near Sohrab Goth.
They were taken to the Ab-
basi Shaheed Hospital. Po-
lice said the injured were
identified as Abdul Nabi and
Abdul Jabbar. Officials said
that the incident could be a
result of personal enmity.

KARACHI: Zindigi, pow-
ered by JS Bank, is pleased
to announce yet another
achievement of being rec-
ognized as the Best Startup
of the Year at the esteemed
Pakistan Digital Award
2023,

This recognition comes
as Zindigi continues to
demonstrate commendable
growth in its operations at
a brisk pace, promising to
make a significant impact
in the industry in the near
future

This notable accom-
plishment adds to Zindigis
series of achievements
within just one year of en-
tering the market, building
on their earlier success at
the Pakistan Technology
Excellence Award 2022,

Receiving the DBest
Startup of the Year award at
the Pakistan Digital Award
is a testament (o the incred-
ible dedication and hard

Zindigi by JS Bank bags best
Digital Startup Award 2023

waork of the entire Zindigi
team,” said Noman Azhar,
Chief Officer at Zindigi. “We
remain committed o our
mission of redefining the fi-
nancial world for the digital
generation in Pakistan. This
award motivates us to con-
tinue our journey towards
revolutionizing the industry
and providing innovative fi-
nancial solutions to our val-
ued customers.”

“We are delighted to win
as it reflects our wonderful
team’'s commitment and
trust of millions of our cus-
tomers base”, said Meena
Munawar Khan, Zindigi's
Chief Product and Market-
ing Officer.

Since its launch, Zindigi
has made significant contri-
butions to the mutual funds
and stocks market. Since
its launch, Zindigi has made
significant contributions to
the mutual funds and

stocks market.
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US beat Canada
on penalties,
join Jamaica in
Gold Cup semis

MIAMI: The United States

= beat Canada 3-2 on penal-

i, came  a

ties after their CONCACAF
Gold Cup quarterfinal
ended 2-2 following extra-
time in Cincinnati on Sun-
day.

The USA will now face
Panama on Wednesday in
their semi-final in Las Vegas
while the other tie will see
Jamaica take on Mexico.

The Reggae Boyz over-
determined

e Guatemala 1-0 to reach the

CINCINNATI: Canada's goalkeeper Dayne St. Clair fails to stop a goal during the Concacaf 2023 Gold Cup quarterfinal match USA at TQL Stadium
here on Sunday night —AFP wirepholo

Jackson completes Jamaican
sprint double with superb 200 win

KINGSTON: World-leading
performances from world
champion Shericka Jackson
and Commonwealth Games
record-holder Rasheed
Broadbell highlighted Ja-
maica’s strength on the track
in Sunday's final day of the
national championships.

Jackson, the reigning
200m world champion, com-
pleted a superb sprint double
after she ran what was briefly
a 2023 world best of 21.71
seconds (40.5m&) to win the
200, her second world lead of
the weekend after she ran a
personal best 10,65 seconds
to win the 100 on Friday

Jackson took charge of
the race off the curve and
powered her way home, beat-
ing her previous season’s
best of 21.98 seconds.

She passed the 21,86 set
by Tokyo Olympics bronze
medallist Gabby Thomas in
the women's 200m semi-fi-
nals at the US athletics cham-
pionships earlier on Sunday.

Thomas answered the

challenge later on Sunday in
the US meet’'s women s 200

Shaheens ready
for Emerging
Asia Cup
By our correspondent

LAHORE: Mohammad Haris-
led Pakistan Shaheens will
depart in the wee hours of
Tuesday from Lahore for Sn
Lanka via Dubai to feature in
the eightteam ACC Men's
Emerging Teams Asia Cuap.

The S0-over tournament
will be played from 13 to 23
July in Colombo,

Shaheens are slotted in
Group B with India A, Nepal
and UAE A Shaheens will
open their campaign on 14
July with the match against
Nepal, after which they play
UAE A and India A on 17 and
19 July, respectively. Top two
teams from each group will
qualify for the semi-finals
which will be played on 21
July. The final of the touma-
ment will be held on 23 July.

Before the team's depar-
ture, the 15-member squad
along with four non-raveling
reserves players took part in
the six-day camp, which was
held at the National Cricket
Academy in Lahore. The play-
ers under the supervision of
coaching staff led by head
coach Mohammad Masroor
worked on different aspects
related to S0-0ver cricket in-
cluding net sessions.

Apart from Z22-vear-old
Haris (five ODIs and nine
T201s), defending champions
Shaheens will have the serv-
ices of seven cricketers who
have represented Pakistan
The international players in
the squad are: Arshad Ighal (1
T20I), Kamran Ghulam (1
0D, Mohammad Wasim Jnr
(2 Tests, 14 ODIs, 27 T20Is),
Sahibzada Farhan (3 T20ls),
Saim Ayub (8 T20Is), Shah-
nawaz Dahani (2 ODIs, 11
T201s) and Tayvab Tahir (3
T20ls).

Squad: Mohammad
Haris (captain, wicket.
keeper), Omair Bin Yousuf
{(vice-captain), Amad Butt,
Arshad Iqbal, Haseebullah,
Kamran Ghulam, Mehran
Mumtaz, Mubasir Khan,
Mohammad Wasim Jnr ,
QJasim Akram, Sahibzada
Farhan, Saim Ayub, Shah-
nawaz Dahani, Sufivan
Muqeem and Tayyab Tahir.

final, blazing to victory in
21.60 to reclaim the year’s
fastest global time in the
event and setting the stage
for a showdown with Jack-
son at next month’s World
Championships in Budapest.

Before Sunday, the old
mark for the yvear in the
women's 200 was by St
Lucia’s Julien Alfred at 21.91.

Shelly Ann Fraser Pryce,
three-stime  Olympic gold
medal winner, ran a season-
best 22.26 seconds, beating
the 2239 seconds she ran in
Saturday s semi-finals, while
Lanaetava Thomas was third
in 2255,

Broadbell produced aper-

sonal best and world-leading gen

12.04 seconds (0. Tr's) to win
the 110m hurdles in a close
contest with Olvmpic cham-
pion Hansle Parchment.
Broadbell took over the
world lead from American
Cordell Tinch's 12.96 seconds
and broke his previous per
sonal best of 1290 set last
year. Parchment was second
with 13.12 seconds and Or
lando Bennett third in 1519,

both season-best runs.

Andrew Hudson retained
his men’s 200m title, mnning
a season-best 20011 seconds
(-0.2m/s), beating Rasheed
Dwyer- 20026 seconds and
Tyquendo Tracey was third
with a season’s best 2048
seconds.

Yohan Blake, the second
fastest man over the distance
of all time, was fourth in
20.51 seconds and will miss
the World Championships.

Olvmpic Games bronze
medallist Megan Tapper pro-
duced a superb display of
hurdling as she got off to a
flying start and held off
NCAA champion Ackera Nu-

£
Tapper who had run a life
time best 12,44 seconds in
Saturday’s semi-finals, won
with 12.64 seconds (-1.8m/s),
Nugent clocked 1267 sec-
onds and former World
Champion Dandelle Williams
grabbed the third spot at
1282

World leader 18-vear-old
Jaydon Hibbert retained his
men’s triple jump title with a

mark of 17.68m ( 1.4m/s). Jor
dan Scott was second with a
wind-aided 16.73m (3.0m/s)
with Ryan Brown third with a
wind-aided 16.08m (2.5m/s).

Hibibert, the NCAA indoor
and outdoor champion, also
had a wind-aided 17.65m
Jump (3.2ms).

Sean Bailey won a highly
anticipated battle with Anto-
nio Watson to take his second
national men’s 400m title,
running 44.48 seconds, just
off his personal best 44.43 set
earlier this season.

Watson lowered his per
sonal best for the second
time in just over a month,
clocking 44.54 seconds to

take second place with Je- | gles

vaughn Powell third in 45.19.

Nickesha Pryce won her
first women s tithe as she held
off hard-charging Janieve
Russell, the 400m hurdles
champion, to win in a new
personal best 50.2] seconds.

Russell also lowered her
personal best to 50.76 sec-
onds while last year’s cham-
pion, Candice McLeod, was
third in 51.01. —AFP

Pak women’s football team
tour to Singapore in danger

By our correspondent

LAHORE: Pakistan Sports
Board (PSB) has shown its
inahility to process the NOC
for the country's women
football team’s tour of Singa-
pore for two friendly
matches because of shortage
of time,

The team is scheduled to
meet Singapore in friendlies
at the latter's backvard on
July 15 and 18

"National Sports Federa-
thons are required to submit
a complete proposal on the
PSB prescribed proforma
along with invitation, com-
puter clearance proforma,
surety bonds duly attested
by Notary Public, undertak-
ing by the president or vice-
president, secretary of the
federation and departmental
NOCs for arranging govems-
ment clearance, at least six
(06) weeks before the depar-
ture of Pakistan team. In
view of the aforesaid in-
structions the PSHis notin a
position to process the case

at this belated stage,” the
Board letter it wrote to the
PFF NC said.

PSB Director General
Shoaib Khoso told 'The
News' that the Board has
processed its NOC, “There is
a specific ime for it. All fed-
erations have been issued
S0Ps and they follow a set
practice. Only football is not
following it. Unluckily there
is no federation in football
and NC is minning it. It does
not know the procedure,”
Shoaib said.

“We have written letters
four times that this is the
procedure. The PSB does
not issue NOC. [nterior Min-
istry and Foreign Office
issue NOC, It takes time in
the Interior Ministry as it ver
ifies through various agen-
cies the players’ data. There
is a need of four to six weeks
to process the case,” he said.

“NC has inexperienced
people and they don't know
how to handle such matters,”
he said. “The Board has
processed its NOC and now

it is not in our hands when it
will be issued,” he said.

The PFF NC sources said
that NC had immediately
submitted the NOC applica-
tion with the Board after re-
ceiving the invitation letter
from the Football Associa-
tion of Singapore on June 26.

“However due to Eid-ul-
Azha holidays the PSB re-
ceived the letter on the first
working day,” an NC source
said.

The women team is train-
ing in Karachi. The team is
scheduled to fly for Singa-
pore on July 13 An NC
source said that one of their
representatives would meet
the authorities concerned to
address the issue,

“The issue is that we
were invited by Singapore on
June 26 and we submitted
NOC document on June 27
with the Board,” an NC
source told The News'.

“Now camp is in progress
in Karachi and the plavers
are so disappointed,” the
source said.

Shamael,

Rizwan reach
35-plus
doubles final

By our correspondent

EARACHI: The pair of
Shamael Tajammmul and
Rizwan Hussain reached the
final of 35 plus doubles in the
20th Westhury National Ten-
nis Championships at Karachi
Club on Monday.

In the semifinals, Shamael
and Rizwan defeated the duo
of Ali Imam and Fahad Anwar
8.3

Parbat Kumar beat
Taimoor Ansari 54, Ibrahim
Ntifat defeated Samer Zaman
83, and Farhan Mustafa won
against Farhan Altaf 8-5 in the
second round of men’s sin-

Bilal Soomro thrashed Ra-
heel Shabbir 840, Omer
Shahid smashed Salman Di-
nani 3-0, Hasheesh Kumar
beat Asaad Ahmed 80, Sagib
Zia defeated Ali Imam 52, and
&uﬁgﬂw'[‘am beat Fahad Abid

In the second round of
under-14 singles, Zayd Zaman

overpowered M Noor 53, 4.2 | |

and Haziq Areejo beat M Ya-
haya 5-3, 4-2.

In the first round of jun-
iors under- 18 singles, Kashan
Tariqp won against Ismail
Aftab 640, 75,

In the first round of men’s

doubles, Haris and Danish |

beat Asif and Sulaiman 8-2,
Parbat and Kamran thrashed
Asad and Salman 8-1, Fahad
and Emad won against Saad
and Sovam 86, and Amir and
Mustafa beat Mazhat and
Sheeraz 84.

Boccee volo
coaching

course on 16th

By our correspondent
KARACHL: The first national
bocce volo coachingreferee
course and lecture on dop-
ing/sports injuries will be
held on July 16.

The event is being organ:
ised by Pakistan Bocee Volo
Academy at Public School in
Hyderabad.

“The instructor is Yassine
Onni from Tunis. He & an in-
temational referee in Lyon-
naise Boules,” said Secretary
PEVF Abdus Samad while
talking to “The News',

He added that this is first
of its kind course under the
supervision of an interna-
tional referce,

9 CONCACAF Gold Cup

Ao

semi-final on Sunday thanks
to Amarii Bell’s 5lst-
minute goal.

A lackluster encounter
between the tournament-fa-
vorite Americans and John
Herdman's Canada came
alive in the 88th minute.

US substitute Brandon
Vazquez, playing on his
home ground where he per-
forms for FC Cincinnati,
rose magnificently to head
in a deep cross from the left
by DeJuan Jones.

But there was still time
for Canada to respond in
stoppage time when, after a
VAR review, the referce
pointed to the penalty spot
and Steven Vitoria keep his
cool to convert.

The Canadians, who had
not won against the USA on
American soil since 1957,
then grabbed the lead in the
first period of extra-time
with a brilliant solo goal
from Jacob Shaffelburg,

The left-winger, who
plays in Major League Soc-
cer for Nashville, picked the
ball up in midfield, raced
clear of Jesus Ferreira and
then unleashed a left-foot
drive that deflected off Matt

Miazga on the way to the far
COMEer

But the USA found a
way to force the game to
penalties with a fortunate
goal six minutes from the
end of the second extra pe-
riod

A long ball high into the
box from goalkeeper Matt
Turner was headed down by
Miazga and Gianluca
Busios shot was parried
out by Dayne St. Clair and
flew in off the leg of Cana-
dian  defender Scott
Kennedy.

American keeper Matt
Turner saved the first spot
kick from Vitoria but then
Vazquez skied his effort
high over the bar.

Arsenal’s Turner, a
penalty saving specialist,
then kept out a soft effort
from Liam Fraser before
Cade Cowell finally found
the net for the USA

There were no further
misses until the contest was
settled when, needing to
score to keep the shoot-out
alive, Charles-Andreas
Brym blasted his kick
against the bar.

USA interim head coach
B.J. Callaghan, who remains
unbeaten, said his team had
shown the dght spint to rise
to the occasion.

"There are the moments,
these are the high stakes,
high impact games that we
are looking to play becanse
they test the character of
the group and tonight we
showed up.” he told Fox
Sports.

Jamaica have now
reached the semi-final stage
in four of the past five Gold
Cups and have a chance to

make their first appearance
in the final since 2017.

It was a frantic start
with the Central American
side buzzing around the
field and there was an early
chance for Guatemala’s
American-born striker
Rubio Rubin, but his low
shot was comfortably dealt
with by Andre Blake.

Full-back Aaron Herrera
had another chance for
Guatemala, the ball falling
to him in space outside the
box, but he was unable to
et over the rising ball and
blasted his effort high.

It was one of Jamaica's
Premier League contingent
who created the break-
through with Everton's De-
marai Gray showing his
close control and aware-
ness as he threaded a de-
fence-splitting pass to Bell,
who drilled home from the
inside-left channel

Leon  Bailey  then
brought an excellent save
from close range out of
Nicholas Hagen, the
Guatemala goalkeeper’s left
leg denying the Aston Villa
winger.

But Jamaica had their
keeper Blake to thank for a
full-stretch save that kept
out a header from Alejandro
Galindo which was heading
to the top corner,

*It’s an amazing feeling
to get to the semi-final. It's
something we set out to do,
but we don’t want to stop
there.

We are going to keep on
going and go and win the
toumament,” said Bell, who
plays for promoted Premier
League club Luton Town.
—AFP

PEBBLE BEACH, California: USA's Allisen Corpuz celebrates with the Harton S. Semple

Tro,

during their froph
P

e Beach Golf Links

presentation after winning the 78th U.5. Women's Open at
re on Sunday —AFP wirgpholo

Buoyed by Bayern move, England's Stanway ready to take WC by storm

LONDON: Georgia Stanway
became a national hero for
her role in England women's
Euro 2022 triumph but be-
lieves she is all the better for
a move away from her home-
land heading into the World
Cup later this month.

Just four days after de-
feating many of her club
teammates in front of 87,000
at Wembley as England beat
Germany 2-1, Stanway jetted
out accompanied only by
four suitcases for a new life
with Bavern Munich.

The 24-yearold s German
may still not be up to stan-
dard, but on the pitch she
has thrived, helping Bayem
to the Fraven-Bundesliga
title and the quarter-finals of
last season’s Champions
League.

Stanway is not the only
member of the Lionesses
squad that has spread her

wings to leam new ways on
the continent.

Lucy Bronze and Keira
Walsh both won the Champi-
ons League in their first sea-
son with Barcelona.

And she believes that will
only make England stronger
as they aim to be crowned
world champions for the
first time,

*You kind of develop as
an individual. Me going to
Gemmany ['ve developed so
much on and off the pitch,”
said Stanway. "On the pitch
I've got so much more re-
sponsibility. 1 have like a
leadership role which [ never
expected to happen in such
a short space of time,

“In terms of the way [ am
#s a person ['m just so much
more open, [ went to a coun-
try where no one knew who
1 was and I'd never met any-
one. [ could be whoever 1

In-form Australia stay humble in pursuit
of home World Cup crown

SYDNEY: Australia have never progressed past the quarter-finals at seven Women's World
Cups but with Sam Kerr leading an inform team in front of their home fans they could go
all the way this ime. The Matildas have been consistent performers on the international
stage, qualifying for the World Cup repeatedly since 1995 and reaching the last eight three
times. They fell in the last 16 to Norway at the 2018 World Cup after a penalty shootout
but head into this month’s showpiece, co-hosted with New Zealand, in ominous form,

The Australians beat Spain eardy in the vear before stunning European champions Eng-
land 2-0 away in April, ending the Lionesses” 30-game unbeaten run. With Chelsea striker
Kerr one of the best in the business, Australia are among the favourites to win the tourns
ment, but coach Tony Gustavsson is preaching humility, "I've always believed in this team,
players who are this loyal and committed,” said the Swede, who was appointed in 2020,

*But I think it’s very important we don't get carried away now. We need to stay very,
very humble. "We need to stay in that boring grey area, middle ground to stay grounded
and humble - but we know that on any given day we might not have the best team, but
we can beat the best team.” If Australia are to lift the World Cup they will need their 20
yvearold skipper Kerr firing. Australia’s all-time leading scorer is set to be the face of the
tournament. One of the world’s best women playvers, the unassuming Kerr admitted a
home World Cup brought extra pressure - but also opportunity.

"It's going to be the biggest honour in the world to represent your country at a home
World Cup in front of your family and fiends,” said Kerr. "We hope this team is remem-
bered forever and we represent Australia in the best way possible and show that Aus-
tralia can be a real footballing country.” —AFP

wanted to be and no one was
going to judge me for that. |
think that's so important in a
foothall environment to just
be you."

Stanway s versatility has
seen her used in various
roles by England boss Sarina
Wiegman, but she is deter-
mined to maintain her stan-
dards so she is no longer
shifted out of her preferred
role alongside Walsh in cen-
tral midfield.

"I've been consistent in
my performances in the po-
gition I'm playing in which
I've been able to make my
own and that only helps me
when [ come into his envi-
ronment,” she added.

T need to play well in my
midfield position because |
don’t want to go anywhere

else.”
Stanway s blistering
sirike that won a tense Euro

2022 quarter-final in extra-
time 12 months ago shot her
to fame,

For much of that evening
in Brighton, England chased
Spanish shadows and trailed
until Ella Toone levelled six
minutes from time,

Stanway then fired into
the top corner from outside

the box to complete the
comeback in what she sees
as a seminal moment in the
history of the Lionesses after
S0 MANY Near msses at pre-
vious major towmaments.

"Not only becanse |
scored it. If anyone else had
scored it I would think it
was a really tuming point
for the Lionesses,” said the
former Manchester City
midfielder. "We'd gone 1-0
down, Spain basically had
the whole of the football the
whaole game and we found a
way to win." —AFF
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Djokovic into
14th Wimbledon
quarter-final

LOMNWIHON: Novak Djokovic
breached the previously im-
pregnable defences of Hubert
Hurkacz to reach the Wim-
bledon quarterfinals for the
L4th time on Monday.

Defending  champion
Djokovic, chasing a record-
equalling eighth title and 24th
Grand Skam, won 7-6 (86), 7-
6 (8/6), 57, 6-4.

In the fourth set, Djokovie
broke for a crucial 4-3 lead,
ending Hurkacz's perfect run
of 67 service games at the
tournament this year.

Vietory in his 100th match
at the townament gave
Diokovic a Bth win.

He is also on a 33-match
win streak at the All England
Cluby, while his 56th Grand
Slam quarterfinal spot is sec-
ond only to the 58 of Roger
Federer.

"Big credit for Hubert for
playing an amazing match, he
pat up a great performance,”
said 36-yearold Djokovic,

"Honestly 1 don't recall
the last time [ felt this miser
able on returning games. He
has one of the best serves in
the world and it's difficult to
read it on one of the quickest
surfaces in the sport. It was
not enjoyable for me.”

Dijokovic will face Andrey
Rublev for a place in the
semi-finals.

That match will take place
on Centre Court, where
Mokovic has not lost since
2013,

“1 feel a great connection
with this court. Every match
that I win, every time | step
on the court [ feel more con-
fident to play the match and
hopefully the love affair con-

tinies for a long time,” he
said.

Djokovic had been two
sols up overnight when the
match was suspended due to
a local curfew:,

He had squandered five
break points in those sets and
Hurkacz eveninally made him
pay by breaking in the 12th
game of the third st on Mon-
day.

But Djokovic hit back to
break for4-3 in the fourth and
from then on there was no
way back for the 1Tth-seeded
Pole despite his 33 aces and
B winners.

Djokovic will take a 3-1
career lead over seventh-
ranked Rublev into their quar
ter-final on Tuesday.

Dijokovic came out on top
in straight sets at the same
stage of this year’s Australian
Open.

"He's a different player to
Hurkacz for sure,” said the
Serh.

"Very powerful, very quick
groamd strokes, loves to dic-
tate, I'm not going to talk to
much about tactics - [ will to
keep that to mysell.”

World number three
Daniil Medvedev reached his
first Wimbledon quarter-final
on Monday when Czech op-
ponent Jid Lehecka retired
with an injury.

Medvedey was 6-, 6-2
ahead when his 3Tth-ranked
opponent, who had needed a
medical timeout for a right
foot injury, retired from their
Court One clash.

Former US Open winner
Medvedev will face either
Stefanos Tsitsipas, the Greek
world number five, or un-

seeded Christopher Eubanks
of the United States for a
place in the semifinals.

*I saw that his movement
was restricted but | didn't see
that it was causing any real
trouble,” said Medvedey,

"But when 1 saw that he
was retiring, | saw that it was
different.

T had no choice but to
keep battling until the last
point. I feel sorry for Jin.
Hopefully he'll recover and
play at many more Grand
Slama "Defending champion
Elena Rybakina made the
Wimbledon quarterdfinals on
Monday after opponent Beat-
nz Haddad Maia quit in tears
with injury after just five
games,

Rybakina was 3-1 up
when Brazlian world number
13 Haddad Maia took a med-
ical imeout on Centre Court
to treat a lower back injury.

She imped back onto the
court but was reduced to
walking pace and was in
tears as she saw out the fifth
game before retinng.

"It’s never easy to finish a
match like this. I hope it is
nothing really serious, it is re-
ally unducky for Beatriz," said
Ryhakina.

"Hopefully she s going to
gt better and [ am just happy
to play another round.”

She added: "1 was feeling
the ball really well even
though it was really windy
today.”

World number three Ry-
bakina will face either two-
time champion Petra Kvitova
or 2022 mnnerap Ons Jabeur
for a place in the semi-finals
—AFP

CHITTAGONG: Afghanistan’s players attend a practice session at the Zahur Ahmed
Chowdhury Stadivm here on Monday on the eve of their third One-day Inlemalional
match against Bangladesh —AFP wirepholo

LONDON: Serbia’s Novak Djokovic returns the ball to Poland’s Hubert Hurkacz during their men’s singles tennis match on the eighth day of the 2023
Wimbledon Championships at The All England Tennis Club here on Monday —AFP wirepholo

Pakistan to
host hockey

qualifying
rounds for
Paris Olympics

By Syed Intikhab Ali

KARACHI: The Interna-
tional Hockey Federation
(FIH) has announced that
Pakistan, China and Spain
will host the Olympic Quali-
fiers for Paris Olympics
2024 from January 13 to 21
2024.

According to the FIH of-
ficial website, the qualifying
rounds for men's hockey for
Paris Olympics 2024 will be
held in Pakistan amnd Spain
and for women's hockey in
China

The Asian teams will par-
ticipate in the Olympic qual-
ifving rounds in Lahore and
European teams in Valencia

Pakistan Hockey Federa-
tion (PFHF) confirmed that
the qualifying rounds for
Paris Olympics have been
allotted to Pakistan.

It will be the first time
that the Olympics qualifying
rounds for hockey will he
held in Pakistan.

PHF president Brig (rtd)
Khalid Sajjad Khokar, when
contacted, said that it is a
great achievement for Pak-
istan hockey. "PHF had been
making efforts for this pur
pose for past many months,”
he added.

He said that besides
qualifyving rounds for Paris
Olympics 2024, other inter-
national events would also
be held in Pakistan in fuo-
ture.

PHF secretary Haider
Hussain said that PHF is
ready to organise this event
in a befitting manner. A new
astro turf has been laid in
Lahore for this purpose, he
added.

He further said that after
1980 World Cup in Lahore,
Clympic qualifying round is
the biggest hockey event
that is going to be organised

2% |in Pakistan,

The top three teams in
each of these FIH Hockey
Olympic Qualification Tour-
naments will qualify for
Paris 2024.

Aisam to lead Pakistan

By Abdul Mohi Shah

ISLAMABAD: Aisamul Haq
will lead Pakistan's medals
campaign in the 19th Asian
Games to be held in
Hangzhou (China) from
September 23.

Aisam was forced to pull
out of the Wimbledon be-
cause of Some injury 1ssues.
He is expected to regain fit-
ness within the next couple
of weeks and will be leading
Pakistan at the Games,

Pakistan Tennis Federa
tion (PTF) has named a
four-member team consist-
ing of top men and women
for the Asian Games.

Atsamul and Aqgeel Khan
will represent Pakistan in
men's singles, doubles and

at Asian Games

mixed doubles events while
country’s two best women
players Sarah Ibrahim Khan
and Ushana Suhail have
been selected to represent
Pakistan in the women sin-
gles, doubles and mixed
doubles of the Games.

Though the Pakistan
Olympic Association (POA)
was interested in sending a
bigger tennis contingent
consisting of five men and
five women players, due to
financial limitations, the
Pakistan Sports Board
(F5B) decided to support
only four players.

Apart from mens and
women's singles, three
other gold medals are at
stake in the Asian Games
tennis event. Men's doubles,

women's doubles and
mixed doubles make it five
gold medals in total at the
Games tennis event.

“We have picked the best
team. There is no one better
than Aisam and Aqgeel in the
men category and Sarah
and Ushana when it comes
o Women category.

Both are the best as they
proved in trials and later in
the National Games," ,” a
PTF official said.

"Aisam is an automatic
choice because of his vast
international experience
and his ability to play under
pressure. Since the financial
resources are limited we
cannot afford adding play-
ers for international expo-
sure.”

Maaz's knee injury hurts
Pakistan wushu medal chances

By Alam Zeb 3afi

LAHORE: Injury to the coun-
try’s premier fighter Maaz
Khan, which has miled him
out of this summer Asian
Games, and some accredita-
tion issues have diminished
Pakistan's medal chances in
wushu in the quadrennial
event which will be held in
Hangzhou.

Experienced Maaz, who
was a big medal hope in the
Asian Games, has developed
a serious knee injury. His MR
report shows that he has tom
his ACL.

“1 developed a knee injury
after Eid. When [ started
training it aggravated. 1 counld
not play in the National
Gzames. Then | went to the
national camp where | was
feeling severe pain The doc-
tor at Lahore said that my
ACL has tom. | also under-
went check-up here at
Karachi and the doctor says
that my ACL has tom but it
has not separated. Dr Sheraz
says that it will take four to

five months to recover,” Maaz
told “The News' from Karachi
on Monday,

“At Lahore [ had been told
by the doctor that it would
need surgery. But here | have
been told that there is no
need of any surgery and rest
and treatment along with
some exercises will help me
recover,” he said.

“It really Ilnrt me. I had
planned to win a medal at the
Asian Games this time. When
I play with Iranian and Chi-
nese fighters [ give them very
tough time and this time I
was very hopeful for a medal
but injury at such a cmcial
stage when my accereditation
had also been done is really
disappointing,” Maagz said.

“Pakistan Wushu Federa-
tion's (PWF) president Malik
Iftikhar and my family are
motivating me. InshaAllah |
will make a comeback after
recovery and will continue
playing for the country,” said
Maaz, who was part of the
Pakistan squad in the 2010
and 2018 Asian Games.

A PWF source told *The
Nows' that Maaz was spotted
at the national camp at La-
hore while feeling pain. “He
was then sent for a check-up.
His MRI was conducted and
the doctor said that his ACL
had torn and he would need
sungery. He said that it would
take him one year to recover
and after two years he would
be able toplay again,” the fed-
eralion source said,

“Maaz told us about his in-
Jury quite late. Had he in-
formed us well in time then
we could have ensured entry
of any other fighter in his
weight category,” the source
said.

Now a four-member
seuad will represent Pakistan
in the Asian Games slated to
be held in Hangzhou from
September 23 to October &
Abdul Khaliq (WAPDA, -
G0kg), Abdur Rehman ( Pun-
jab, -G65kg), Miss Samreen
(Punjab, -52kg) and 2019
South Asian Games slver
medallist Miss Maira (Punjab,

-60kg).

India eye WTC boost from struggling West Indies

ROSEAU, Dominica: India’s
latest quest for an elusive
World Test Championship
tile gets under way on
Wednesday in the hush tropi-
cal setting of Windsor Park
Stadiim in Dominica against
a West Indies team expected
to struggle to cope with the
formidable challenge pre-
sented by the visitors in the
two-match series.

Rocked by the failure of
the two-time winners to qual-
ify for the 50-overa-side
Word Cup in India in Octo-
berNovember this year, the
Caribbean cricket commu-
nity is unlikely to find solace
in the shape of Kraigg Brath-
waite's side inseeking to end
a barren min of 21 years with-
out a single Test match vie-
tory against the Indians.

This brief series, which

ends in Trinidad the following
week in what will be the
100th Test between the two
teams, marks the start of the
next two-year WTC cycle
leading to the final in 2025.

Beaten by New Zealand in
the inangural final in 2021
and then outplayed by Aus-
tralia in the 2023 decider just
four weeks ago, Rohit
Sharma’s team is likely to
show no more than three
changes from the side that
lost the new Test cricket
showpiece by 200 muns at The
Onval in London.

With veteran batsman

Cheteshwar Pujara dropped b

and pacer Mohammed Shami
rested, there are now OppoT-
tunities for either of the un-
capped Yashasw Jaiswal or
Ruturaj Gaikwad to make the
number three spot their own

while it will be a toss-up be-
tween Jaydey Unadkat and
Navdeep Saini to fll the
breach in the fast bowling de-
partment.

Spinning all-rounder
Ravichandran Ashwin, un-
lucky to have been omitted
from last month’s duel with
Australia, should have the
chance to add to his already
impressive record against the
West Indies,

In 11 Tests against these
opponents he has taken G0
wickets and compiled four of
his five Test centuries in aver

aging just over 50 with the
at.

As disconsolate as they
may be by the West Indies”
failure to advance to the
World Cup, fans in Dominica
are anticipating that one of
their own, 24-yearold Alick

Athanae, will make his Test
debut in the series opener in
the middle-order in place of
fellow left-hander Kvle May-
TS,

While Mayers has been
ruled out of contenticn due to
niggling injuries, two other
players who were part of the
West Indies” abysmal World
Cup mqualifying campaign in
fimbawe over the previous
three weeks - all-rounder
Jason Holder and fast bowler
Alzami Joseph - are expected
to shoulder much of the re-
sponsibility to quell the threat
of a formidable Indian batting
line-up.

Senior  pacer Kemar
Roach will still lead the at-
tack though, while the deci-
gion on whether or not to go
with two specialist spinners
in Jomel Warrican and the re-

called Rahkeem Comwall or
opt for the raw pace but ques-
tionable fitness of Shannon
Gabriel will be determined by
the appearance of the pitch
on Wednesday moming.
Windsor Park has gener
ally offered litthe encourage
ment for fast bowlers over
the vears but there is an ele-
ment of the unknown this
time around as the venue is
hosting its first Test since
Pakistan’s historic series-
clinching trinmph in 2017,
MNotwithstanding their ob-
vious underdog status and es-
pecially concerns about the
ability of the batting line-up
to cope with the Indian at-
tack, West Indies batting leg-
end Brian Lara - the perform:
ance mentor for the team - is
hopeful that the home side,
and particularly the younger,

inexperienced players, can
offer more than a glimmer of
encouragement at time of
widespread cricketing gloom
in the region.

It may take some time
but olwiously as an interna-
tional cricketer if you are at
this stage, it doesn’t matter
what age youre at, you 've
got to learmn wvery, very
quickly and I think they have
that sort of attitude to leam
and are willing to listen,”
said Lara over the weekend
in summing up what he has
seen 50 far of Athanaze and
another uncapped batsman
in the 13-man squad, 22-year-
old Kirk McKenzie.

Following the Tests, both
squads will then undergo
significant personnel
changes for the white ball
formats which involve three

One-Day Intemationals and
a five-match series of T20 In-
ternationals with the final
two fixtures to be played at
Lauderhill, Florida in the
United States.

Teams (probable )

West  Indies: Kraigg
Brathwaite (capt), Tagenar.
ine Chanderpaul, Raymon
Reifer, Alick Athanaze, Jer-
maine Blackwood, Jason
Holder, Joshua da Silva
(whkpr), Rahkeem Comwall,
Alzarri  Joseph, Kemar
Roach, Jomel Warrican

India: Rohit Sharman
(capt), Shubman Gill,
Yashasvi Jaiswal, Virat
Kohli, Ajinkva Rahane, Ajay
Jadeja, Srikar Bharat
(wkpr), Shardul Thakur,
Ravichandran Ashwin, Mo-
hammed Simj, Jaydev Unad-
kat. —AFF

He hoped that the pair
of Aisam and Aqeel
would make their presence
count.

“I hope that Aisam and
Aneel will be one of the for
midahle pairs at the Games.
A fit and in-form Aqeel, as
he has shown in the recent
past, will be the besl
around.”

On Aisamul’s absence
from Wimbledon, the offi-
cial said that he had some
injury issues.

“He is expected to be fit
and ready to start training
shortly. Hopefully, the Pak-
istan tennis contingent will
start training together
weeks ahead of their depar
ture to China for the
Games.”

Shehroze
Kashif races
rivals, hunts

funds to chase

sumimit record

LAHORE: Pakistani moun-
taineer Shehroze Kashif faces
sub-zero temperatures and
biting winds in his race to
gcale the world's highest
peaks, but his biggest chal-
lenge is finding the money.

Kashif, 21, aims this year
to become the youngest per
gon to climb every peak
above 8,000 metres (26,247
feet), all of which are in Asia,
with five in Pakistan.

Summiting Everest set
him hack around 360,000, and
climbing all 14 "super peaks”
can cost hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars - funds that
are especially difficult to
raise in a country gripped by
an economic cnss.

"My father sold my car
and a plece of land... that's
how | did Everest,” Kashif
told AFP from his home in
Lahore, the sub-tropical, low-
altinde city where he was
bom.

Only around 50 people are
belioved to have climbed all
14 super peaks, the youngest
being Mingma Gyabu "David®
Sherpa of Nepal, who sum-
mited them all by age 30,

To break this record,
Kashif still has three moun-
taing to comquer: China’s
Shishapangma, and Cho Oy
and Manash in Nepal, having
to re-climb the latter after a
new, higher summit was offi-
cially recognised in 2021.

Hot on Kashif's heels is
Adriana Brownlee, a 22-year
old British-Spanish moun-
taineer who is also mcing to
be the youngest to scale all
the eight-thousanders.

Kashif describes Brown-
lee - the youngest woman (o
climb the worlds second-
highest peak, K2 - as"sharing
the same stage”,

But unlike Brownlee, who
has climbed 10 eightthou-
sanders, Kashif does not have
international  sponsorship
and said he even straggles (o
get backers in Pakistan.
—AFP
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Shuttered banks

People walk outside a branch of the
Bank of Khartoum in Sudan’s
eastern city of Gedaref. Many civil
servants in Sudan have been going
on without a salary since the
Sudanese army and the paramilitary
Rapid Support Forces took up arms
against each other. When the first
blasts shook Khartoum on April 15,
banks there shuttered their doors,
and branches nationwide have since

struggled to provide services e

because they are cut off from
headquarters in the capital. Since

then, the only government
salaries that have been paid
are the army’s. —AFP
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Pakistan needs refinery upgrade
to benefit from Russian oil discount

By Tanveer Malik

KARACHI: Pakistan is losing out on the op-
portunity to pass on the benefits of dis-
counted crade oil from Russia due to the old
processing technology of its current refiner-
ies, industry officials said.

The country has five refinenes, out of
which one was established before partition
and two were set up sixty years back. The
other two that rely on old technology and the
one where the government holds 60 percent
share, have not been able (o afiract any new
investments for many decades.

Pakistan imported discounted Russian
crude oil last month; however the benefits of
the cheap oil could not be passed to the end
consumers as the old technology at Pakistan
Refinery Limited (FRL) processed more fur-
nace oil than diesel and petrol

“Other refineries would do the same if

they import the crude oil from Russia as all
refineries have old technology,” people in the
sector revealed.

Pakistan needed to approve the refining
policy to upgrade the refining sector if it
wanted to benefit from URAL, they said.

Government recently approved Green-
field refining policy to allow establishment of
deep-conversion refining; however, it is still
withholding Brownfield refining policy for
upgradation of local refineries. “It is strange
that policy for a new refinery, which will be
sedup after seven years, has already beenap-
proved, whereas the policy needed to up-
grade existing domestic refineries remains in
limbo,” they added.

Tariq Kirmani, chairman of the Board of
Directors at PRL, supports a brownfield pol-
icy that empowers existing refineries Lo un-
dertake essential upgrades. “With an esti-
mated investment of approximately $4-5

billion, this approach would lead to upgrad-
ing all existing refineries, eventually result-
ing in 5 deep conversion refineries, collec-
tively capable of refining around 350,000
barrels per day (bpd) of crude oil,” he told
The News.

He highlighted the significant advantages
of a brownfield policy, stating, "The pavback
from a brownfield policy far exceeds the ben-
efits anticipated from a greenfield policy.”

Even in the face of ongoing economic
challenges, he said PRL is committed to its
Refinery Expansion and Upgrade Project
{REUP), and requires support from the gov-
emment now more than ever. The REUP in-
volves expanding the crude processing ca-
pacity from 50,000bpd to 100,000bpd.

“PRL is committed to adopting a state-of-
the-art deep conversion reflinery configura-
tion, equipped with advanced technology that
adheres to stringent environumental protocols,

including the production of EURO V standard
fuels.”

He said that while the government has re-
cently approved an attractive refining policy
for greenfield refinery projects to woo in-
vestments in a new refining complex, which
is slated to cost around $10-12 billion for a re-
finery of 250,000bpd, a policy for upgrading
existing refineries was needed urgently,

Kirmani emphasised that the government
st take thisinitiative Lo create an enabling
environment that fosters growth, incentivizes
investments, and promotes objectives of self-
sufficiency and energy security.

He said REUP's significant cost savings
compared to alternative refinery constnuc-
tions makes PRLs upgrade project an effi-
cient and effective solution for desired out-
comes. However, to fully capitalise on this
opportunity, the industry’s challenges must
be addressed.

® EXCHANGE RATE GAP

Remittances
fall 14pc to
$27bn in FY23

By Erum Zaidi

EARACHI: Remittances to Pakistan from its citizens
working abroad dropped by 14 percent in the fiscal year

. | 2023, data from the central bank showed on Monday, as

an increased gap between interbank and open market ex-
change rates prompted the expats to send money home

; i | through illegal channels.

In FY23, from July 2022 through June 2023, Pakistan
received 327 billion in remittances, down from £31.3 hil-
lion in FY2022,

In June, the inflows totaled $2.2 billion, a 22 percent
decline from the same month last year. However, remit-
tances rose 4 percent month-on-month in June,

Since October, the nation has had nine straight
months of $2-2.2 billion in monthly remittances, Remit-
tance inflows were significant in August, totaling $2.7 bil-
lion.

The fall in remittances is another blow to Pakistan's
economy, which is already experiencing its worst eco-
nomic crisis in years. The State Bank of Pakistan's for
eign exchange reserves have dropped to 34.5 billion,
which are hardly enough to cover a month's worth of im-
ports.

The country needs to repay 325 billion in foreign deld
this year.

The figures on remittances came as Islamabad sought
approval for a short-term bailout at the Executive Board
meeting of the International Monetary Fund on July 12,
After a drawn-out review process for the cash-strapped
economy since November last vear, the country and the
IMF finally reached a staff-level agreement on June 20 to
release $3 billion in crucial bailout funds. The IMF agree-
ment has decreased the nation's short-tenm defanlt risks.,

The arrangement is under a stand-by arrangement as
the Extended Financing Facility programme, which was
agreed in 2019, ended on June 30.

The workers' remittances were diverted to the grey
market because analysts claimed the dollar rate there
was better,

“*Remittances dropped mainly due to an increase in
the spread between formal and informal exchange rates,”
said Fahad Rauf, head of research at [smail Igbal Securi-
Lies.

“It is evident from the fact that remittances declined
by a higher percentage from GCC [Gulf Cooperation
Council] as compared to the developed world™ Rauf
added.

Remittances from the US were steady while those
from countries in the EU fell by 7 percent despite the
worsening economic situation in the developed world.

Oil steady as demand woes
from weak economic data

offset by OPEC+ cuts

HOUSTON: Oil prices were little changed
on Monday in choppy trading as demand
woes after weak economic data from top
consumers the United States and China
were offset by expected crude supply cuts
from Saudi Arabia and Eussia,

Brent crude futures were flat at $78.47
a barrel at 1610 GMT. They touched their
highest in more than two months earlier in
the session, U.S. West Texas Intermediate
ernde was down 4 cents, at $73.82.

"0l traders may be cautious ahead of
the U5, CPI (Consumer Price Index) and
China's slew of economic data later this
weelk,” CMC Markets analyst Tina Teng
gaid of inflation data due on Wednesday.

L5, data last Friday pointed to the
gmallest job gains in two-and-a-half vears
but strong wage growth. The figures
strengthen the likelihood of the ULS, Fed-
eral Reserve raising interest rates at its
July meeting.

Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland
President Loretta Mester said on Monday
that still-strong levels of underlying infla-
tion pressures are pointing the central
bank toward more rate rises.

Higher interest rates increase borrow-
ing costs for businesses and consumers,
which could slow economic growth and re-
duce o1l demand.

Meanwhile, oil demand from China and
developing countries, combined with
OPEC+ supply cuts, is likely to keep the
market tight in the second half of the year
despite a sluggish global economy, the
head of the International Energy Agency
(TEA) said.

That comes as China's factory gate
prices fell at the fastest pace in more than
seven vears in June, according to govern-
ment data, indicating a slowdown in re-
covery in the world's second-largest econ-
omy.

However, erude prices could rebound
after producer group OPEC+ announced
plans to reduce supply further, Teng added.

0il benchmarks gained more than 4%
last week to touch their highest since May,
rising for a second straight week after the
world's biggest oil exporters, Saudi Arabia
and Russia, pledged to deepen supply cuts
In August.

Saudi Arabia will extend its 1 million
barrel per day (bpd) output cut into Angust
and Russia will cut emude exports by
500,000 bpd. Instead of cutting output,
Russia will be using the erude to produce
more fuel to meet domestic demand, a gov-
ernment source told Reuters on Friday.

*The beginning of July and the imple-
nentation of a Saudi production cut help
trigger short covering in WTI and fresh
buying of Brent,” said Ole Hansen, head of
commodity strategy at Saxo Bank.

Moneyv managers stepped up net long
positions in oil futures and options con-
tracts in the latest weekly data.

"Owerall, the combined net long in-
creased by 49,000 contracts to 280,000, siill
within the range that has prevailed during
two months of range-bound trading."
Hansen added. —News Desk

Irfan Siddiqui to remain Meezan
Bank president/CEO till 2025

Bu our correspondent

KARACHI: The board of directors of Meezan Bank Limited
(MBL) has decided to extend the tenor of Irfan Siddiqui as
the founding president and chief executive officer of the
bank till December 20, 2025, a statement said on Monday.

Syed Amir Ali will replace Siddiqui after his retirement.
Ali is presently serving as the CEOQ and president of
Banklslami.

The bank shared the development via a notice to the Pak-
istan Stock Exchange.

According to the notice, Artful Islam will continue to act
in his present role as deputy CEO until April 18, 2024,

“It is noted that Argil Islam was anticipated to suceeed
the founding president and CEO as the next president and
CEQ of Meezan Bank Limited upon the founding president
and CEO's retirement. However, on account of recent regu-
lations concerning CEO age limits isued by the State Bank
of Pakistan such succession is no longer possible,” the no-
tice read. Accordingly, the board has unanimously decided
to appoaint Syved Amir Ali as the deputy CEOQ, who is expected
to join from October 1, 2023.

Upon retirement of the founding president and CEQ, Syed
Amir Ali shall succeed the founding president and CEO as
the president and CEO of Meezan Bank Limited, according
to the notice.

The aforementioned is subject to the receipt of applica-
ble regulatory approvals, including but not limited to Fit and
Proper Test clearance from the State Bank of Pakistan.

Meanwhile, Banklslami announced that Sved Amir Ali
“does not intend to seek mappointment on completion of his
current term of employment on September 28, 2023, and has
decided to pursue another assignment outside Banklslami
Pakistan Limited™,"Amir was appointed as president and
CEO on October 1, 2018, and served Banklslami Pakistan
Limited for 5 years. With the Blessings of Allah SWT,
BankIslami made noticeable progress during this period of
his leadership,” Banklstami said in a notice to the PSX.
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China on brink of consumer deflation

BEINNGHONG KONG: China’s econ-
omy teetered on the brink of deflation
in June, adding to calls for Beijing to
launch a stronger stimulus package to
sustain the country's sputtering post-
Covid recovery.

The consumer price index was flat
year on vear and declined 0.2 percent
compared with the previous month,
while factory gate prices fell at the
fastest pace since 2016 as demand for
consumer and manufactured products
softened.

Analysts expected the figures to
lead China's central bank, the People's
Bank of China, to reduce interest rates
again, adding to a round of cuts last
month that many believe Beijing will
have to supplement with fiscal stimulus
policies.

“China is still growing — the ques-
tion is whether it will hit its target,”
said Heron Lim, economist at Moody's
Analytics. “In terms of that recovery, it
is still there, but the concern is it's
slowing down.”

China is targeting gross domestic
product growth of 5 percent this year
ag the economy emerges from dracon-
ian Covid-19 controls, but the recovery
is proving fragile, with property prices
and expornts falling.

Consumption is still growing, but
there are concerns the government will
have to do more to sustain the recovery
as global economic growth slows, re-

ducing demand for China's exports.

The weakening economy comes as
Beijing is trving to cool tensions with
the US, which many blame for a lack of
investor confidence in China following
a spate of tit-fortat sanctions,

US Treasury secretary Janet Yellen
during a visit to Beijing at the weekend
sought to reassure her hosts, including
China’s number two official, Premier Li
Qiang, that the US was not seeking full-
scale economic decoupling.

The fall in CPI missed analysts' ex-
pectations in a Reuters poll of a 0.2 per-
cent rise.

The producer price index declined
5.4 percent compared with the same
period a year ago, accelerating from a
drop of 4.6 percent in May and faster
than the 5 percent fall forecast by ana-
Iysts polled by Reuters.

Goldman Sachs analysts said the de-
cline was partly due to weaker com-
modity prices and continued price cuts
due to China's mid-vear “618° online
shopping festival.

Food inflation rose in June partly
because of higher prices for vegetables,
which increased 10.8 percent year on
year compared with a decline of 1.7
percent in May.

But pork prices were low due fo
weak demand, falling 7.2 percent year
on year in June.

“The ultra-low inflation reading
lends supports to our view that

the PBoC is likely to implement two
more rounds of policy rate cuts,” No-
mura economists wrote in a research
nate,

They added that the central bank
might also seek to release more liquid-
ity into the system by further reducing
the reserve requirerment ratio, which re-
quires banks to retain a certain level of
funds as a prudential measare.

Lim at Moody's said few were ex-
pecting a “bazooka™-styvle stimulus.
“Despite the fact the economy is quite
near deflation, it doesn’t look like the
PBoC is looking at monetary stimulus
of the kind the US Fed or European
Central Bank would be doing.”

The weakening economic perform-
ance comes as Chinese economists are
urging the government to shift from its
traditional form of stimulus — invest-
ing in big-ticket infrastructure projects
— to targeting consumers.

“This can more directly correspond
to our actual economic blockages and
shortcomings,” said Cai Fang, a senior
economist from the state-run Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences, according
to a transcript of a business forum pub-
lished by Chinese news website Cai-
jing.

China’s onshore yuan opened at
Emb7.2256 to the dollar and was
Rmb7.2339 at midday, slightly weaker
than the previous late session close,
Reuters reported. —News Desk
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Stocks close higher on Fitch rating upgrade, IMF hopes

By our correspondent

tocks closed higher on Monday
after Fitch upgraded Pakistan's
long term foreign currency is-
suer default rating, while a euphoria
about IMF loan after signing of a staff
level agreement played a catalyst role
in the bullish close, traders said
The Pakistan Stock Exchange's
(P5X) benchmark KSE 100)-share
Index closed higher by 377.82 or (0L.85
percent to 44.585.13 points against
44,207 31 points recorded in the last
session. The highest index of the day
remained at 44.601.78 points while
the lowest level of the day was
recorded at 44,260.11 points.
“Stocks closed bullish amid re-
ports of Fitch rating upgrade on Pak-
istan's long-term rating foreign cur-
rency rating to CCC on improved
extemal lquidity and funding condi-

tions following staff level agreement
with IME" Ahsan Mehanti, an analyst
at Arif Hahib Corp, said.

Fitch projections for a current ac-
count deficit of 53 billion in FYZ5 and
& billion in FY24, and expectations
for IMF release of $1.2 billion, Saudi
Arabia and UAE 83 billion deposits,
£3.5 billion in other new multilateral
funding, and disbursement $10 bil-
lion in aid pledges contributed in a
green close at the bourse, acconding
to Mehanti.

The KSE-30 index also increased
by T0.50 points or 0.45 percent to
15,875.28 points against 15,304.47
points.

Traded shares increased by 193
million shares to 440221 million
shares from 247903 million shares.
The trading value rose to Rs12,086
hillion from Rs8.512 billion. Market
capital expanded to Rs6.756 trillion

from Rs6.604 trillion. Out of 342 com-
panies active in the session, 238
closed in green, 82 in red and 22 re-
mained unchanged.

Ali Najib, an analyst at Topline Se-
curities, said equities entered into
2nd week of a bull mun initiated post-
IMF staff level agreement $3 billion
deal where every nook and corner
has been occupied by bulls at PSX by
NOW.

Another positive vibe regarding
the likelihood of KSA's $2 hillion
funding may land with/sooner than
the IMF tranche also assisted the
market to maintain firm standing on
strong feet, accornding to Najib,

Banking sector stocks con-
tributed positively on the back of re-
juvenated interest in them where
BAFL, MCE, HMB, UBL and ABL led
the points table by adding 115 points.

The highest increase was

recorded in Nestle Pakistan shares,
which rose by Rs220 to Rs6,675 per
share, followed by Rafthan Maize,
which increased by Rs6b to Rs8355
per share. A significant decline was
notid in Shield Com., which fell by
Rs24.37 to Re300.53 per share, fol-
lowed by Siemens Pak., which de-
creased by Rs22.80 to RsTI6 per
share,

Brokerage Anf Habib Ltd said re-
fineries have maintained their lead-
ing position in the KSE-100 index and
have been the standout sector for
July, with NRL showing a growth of
3845 percent, ATRL at 24 40 percent,
and PRL at 19.8]1 percent month-to-
date.

In addition, it is noteworthy that
the anto sector, which had been un-
demperforming, has recently traded
below and then bounced back above
their respective Covid lows. This in-

dicates a significant bottoming out
for even the weakest sector in PSX.

On Monday, GHNI, HCAR, PSMC,
and SAZEW all hit the hmit-up circuit
of 7.5 percent. It advised to view any
corrections in the market as buying
opportunities.

WordCall Telecom remained the
volume leader with 28.194 million
shares which closed higher by one
paisa to Rs1.26 per share. [t was fol-
lowed by JS Bank (R) with 27.930
million shares, which closed up by 21
paisas to Re(l.Z2 per share.

Other significant turnover stocks
included Unity Foods Lid, TPL Prop-
erties, Pak Elektron, Pak Refinery,
Telecard Limited, Cnergyico PK,
Ghani Glo Hol and Aisha Steel Mill

Shares” tumover in the future
contracts increased to 112,488 mil-
lion shares from G0.308 million
shares.
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® HIGH DEMAND PRODUCTS

FPCCI seeks inclusion of ‘Ghee’
in barter trade to boost exports

By our correspondent

KARACHI: The apex trade body on Monday
sought inclusion of some high-in-demand
products such as ‘Ghee’ under the allowed
goods for barter trade to increase Pakistan
export volumes.

In a move to save the country's foreign ex-
change reserves, Pakistan recently allowed
barter trade with Afghanistan, Iran, and Rus-
gia for 57 products, including petrolenm and
natural gas.

The Federation of Pakistan Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FPCCI) hailed the
government decision, extending support for
any efforts for barter trade, border markets,
and currency swap mechanisms.

The trade body urged to add more prod-
ucts in the list and also highlighted some
teething troubles in the barter trade mecha-
nism

“The nclusion of some high-demand
products under the allowed goods is impor
tant and Ghee is one such example, as it can
contribute significantly to Pakistani export
volwmes through barter trade,” FPCCI chief
Irfan Inbal Sheikh said,

Chinese
investors seek

JVs in ceramics| -
By our correspondent

LAHORE: A Chinese delega-|
tion visiting Pakistan has|
shown interest in entering
info joint ventures in the ce-
ramics sector, saying Pak-
istan has potential to con-
sume a significant share in
the global market of ceramic| -
products, Pakistan China| |
Joint Chamber of Commerce |
and Industry (PCICCT) stated | |
on Monday.

The Chinese delegation | |
from City of Zibo held a meet-
ing with local industrialists of
the ceramics sector at
PCJCCI secretariat.

According to the head of | =
the delegation, Zibo is a key
transportation hub of China | |
and plays an important role
in the country’s economy
through its rapidly growing
manufacturing industries, es-
pecially the ceramics sector,

PCJICCT stated that the
delegation was impressed by | §
the growth potential of the | |
ceramics industry of Pak-
istan, and the delegation’s
head also agreed to relocate
ceramic industries from Zibo
into Pakistan for sharing the
global demand of ceramics
products by exploiting inher
ent advantages of Pakistan
and China.

PCJCCI president Moaz-
zam Ghurkd informed that
that 70 percent work of Chi-
nese ceramic industry was

Sheikh also apprised that the trade body
had pitched barters trade, border markets,
and currency swap mechanisms in many top-
lovel meetings with the concemed ministries
and relevant govemmental institutions in kast

three years.

FPCCI conducted a session across its
headmarters and regional offices on the Busi-
ness-to-Business (B2B) Barter Trade Mecha-
nism, 2023 (SRO. 642 (I)/2023), which saw
participation of FPCCI office bearers, busi-
ness personalities, barter trade stakeholders,
government officials — who answered queries
of the trade and industry represent atives.

Sheikh explained that, as result of the
aforementioned SRO, trade of goods under a
business-to-business barter trade arrange-
ment will be allowed on the principle of im-
port followed by export.

He stressed that the conditions needed
flexibility as “barter trade has been neglected
for many vears; and, the trading community
needs to be taken into confidence in modali-
ties and their implementation.”

FPCCI chief further said under the SRO
the exports would be allowed to the ceiling
of value of imported goods; on the basis of
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The inclusion of some

high-demand products under

the allowed goods is
important and Ghee is one
such example, as if can
contribute significantly to
Pakistani export volumes
through barter trade
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's northeast uannir.:g province on

the acceptable mechanism provided in the
SRO for the concemed exporters.

A Pakistani trader, capitalising on the
SRO, will be responsible to equate or net-off
value of goods in every quarter; L.e. within 90
days after authorisation is granted. *Ninety
days is too short a period for the netting off
import and export. Therefore, it should be en-
hanced 1o 180 days or 6 months at the mini-
™

FPOCI chief reiterated a stance that Pak-
istan needs to set up commercial banking
channels with all its trading partners. “We
should fully capitalise on TIR convention,
which has opened the doors for land-based
cargoes with our neighbors, regional, and
sub-regional countries,” Sheikh said.

Subeman Chawla, senjor vice president of
FPCCI, said there should be a currency swap
mechanism with Russia to stabilise the nipee
and opening-up of new avenues of import for
many crucial commodities in large quantities,
including crude oil.

“FPCCl advocates setting up of large, or-
ganised, secure, and operational border mar
kets with Iran and Afghanistan to boost re-
gional trade,” he said.

T e
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Plan for progress not elections

being done under the expert-
ise of Zibo industries and the
products produced in Zibo
were being exported to US,
EU, and other sophisticated
markets,

Zibo was ranked as the
Hth most competitive city in
China, according to the Chi-
nese Academy of Social Sci-
encesin 2016, he said, adding
that Zibo had a significantly
large industry sector that ac-
counted for 47 percent of the
GDF in China,

Hameza Khalid, vice presi-
dent of PCICCI, said the joint
chamber would extend
strong support for economic
development of the two
countries. The joint ventures
of Pakistani and Chinese
businessmen under China
Pakistan Economic Comridor
attained a mutual confidence
that gave birth to new venues
of collaboration in trade and
investment areas, acconding
to Khalid.

PCJCCI thanked the Chi-
nese business community to
pave way for modem phase
of the industrialisation in
Pakistan and creating a space
for Pakistan in intemational
markets through joint ven.
fres

By Mansoor Ahmad

LAHORE: It is essential for an underdeveloped
country like Pakistan to plan projects that will
be completed beyond tenures of every elected
government. But this does not happen as all
rulers want results during their term to please
their electorate.

Pakistan is facing significant challenges in
various sectors such as infrastructure, educa-
tion, healthcare, and economic development.
Planning projects that extend beyond the gov-
ernment’s tenure allow for long-term develop-
ment and continuity of efforts.

It ensures that progress is not disrupted
when a new government takes office, and de-
velopment initiatives can be pursued consis-
tently over time.

This policy is not pursued because rulers
fear that the credit of the benefits of the proj-
ects would go to the government in whose
tenure the project is completed and starts giv-
ing benefit to the people of Pakistan.

Development projects that create an im-
pact on the economy take a long time to com-
plete; requiring substantial investments of
time, money, and resources.

When projects are planned and imple-
mented over a longer timeframe, it provides
stability and consistency in their execution.

Continuity in development initiatives fos.
ters confidence among investors, creates a
predictable environment for businesses, and
helps attract sustained support from interna-
tional organisations or donors.

Pakistan is facing complex challenges that
cannot be resolved within a single govern-

ment'’s term. [ssues like poverty, infrastructure
gaps, orsystemic problems require a sustained
and multi-faceted approach.

Long-term planning allows governments (o
tackle these challenges comprehensively, con-
sidering various factors, engaging multiple
stakeholders, and implementing strategies
that span multiple years or even decades.

Successive governments have shied away
from committing the available resources for
development on long-term projects. The gov-
ernments do realise that some projects are ab-
solutely essential for the economic survival of
the country.

They highlight these projects and issues
giving an impression that they are concerned.
They then launch the long-term project with
fanfare. But they do not make efforts to gen-
erate resources for the project that might take
a decade to complete.

One glaring example in this regard is the
Diamer Basha Dam. It was first launched by
the Musharraf Regime at the start of this cen-
tury.

During the tenure of his selected Prime
Minister Shaukat Aziz, a paltry some of Rs20
or Bs30 billion was allocated every vear for a
project that even at that time needed Rsl 300
billion for completion.

Then the PPP government that followed
again arranged an inauguration ceremony and
continued with similar paltry allocations re-
sulting in no real progress on the project. The
PML-N government that followed repeated the
exercise with no real efforts to accelerate its
construction work.

The PTI government again inaugurated the

project, but during its four year tenure failed
to provide or arrange funds to accelerate it.
This project even if initiated with serious in-
tent today will require another 16 vears to
complete,

By that time Pakistan would be among the
top water starved countries.

Real development is typically an incremen-
tal process, achieved through the accumula-
tion of small victories and continuous im-
provements,

By planning projects that extend beyond a
government’s tenure, successive administra-
tions can build upon the achievements of their
predecessors, leveraging the progress made
and taking it further.

This ensures a cumulative impact and
avoids the need to start from scratch with
each new government.

Planning pmjects with long-term goals also
allow for better accountability and evaluation.
Governments can set clear targets, establish
performance indicators, and measure the out-
comes over time,

This facilitates monitoring and assessment
of project effectiveness, enabling adjustments
or course corrections as needed. By extending
the planning horizon, governments can focus
on the broader impact and sustainable out-
COMES.

Bringing transparency to an economy
where planners benefit from a non-transpar
ent system can be a challenging task. Long-
term projects undertaken under the scrutiny
of lenders, it is difficult to make the amount of
money that planners usually do from non-
transparent short-term projects.

BRIEFS

Rupee weakens
By our correspondent

| KARACHI: Rupee fell 0,68 percent in the interbank market
| on Monday on increased dollar demand from the importer
after the central bank permitted banks to clear import back-
| logs, dealers said
The rupee ended at 279.80 to the dollar, down from the
| previous close of 277,590,
| Thelocal unit in the open market lost 1 rupee to close at |
283 per dollar, the Exchange Companies Association of
Pakistan (ECAFP) reported.
“The rupee dropped to 280 to the dollarin the interbank
market due to import payments pressure, Malik Bostan,
| Chainman of the ECAP, said in a video message.
"Although asudden drop in the value of the rupee is un-
setthng, it is not as alarming as when people start to worry.
| The authorities permitted 6,000 import containers to pur
chase dollars from the interbank market instead of the |
hawala market,” Bostan said.
| “The ports no longer have import restrictions. Banks |
 have been instructed by the State Bank of Pakistan to only
open letters of credit (LCs) for which they can armange dol-
lars. They will not oversell dollars or speculate on the ex-
change rate, as per the SBP's instructions to the banks.”
| According to insiders with knowledge of the currency |
exchanges, the grey market was once again active today,
| and the rate for the US dollar there reached 300, Following
a staff-level agreement with the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) later last month, the exchange rate in the grey
market shrank, but it has now begun to spread once more.
A= a result, the rnupee was under pressure in the interbank
| market.

Gold prices up Rs800/tola

By our correspondent

KARACHT: Gold prices increased by Rs800 per tola on Mon-
day.

According to All Sindh Saraf Jewellers Association, gold
rates reached Rs209,000 per tola.

Similarly, the price of 10-gram gold rose by Rs686 to
Rs176,154.

In the international market, gold rates remained un-
changed at $1,925 per ounce.

Silver rates remained unchanged at Rs2.480 per tola
Similarly, 10-gram silver rates also stood the same at
Rs2,126.20. Jewellers said gold prices in the local market
remained lower by Rs2,000 pertola compared with rates in
the Dubai gold market.

HBL wins digital award

By our correspondent

KARACHE: Asiamoney has awarded Habib Bank Limited an
aceolade of ‘Best Bank for Digital Solutions Pakistan® for
2023, a statement said on Monday.
Asiamoney is a global English-language publication fo-
cused on business and finance,
| The bank has also won, for a fifth consecutive year, the |
‘Best Domestic Bank Pakistan’ for 2023,
According to the bank statement, Asiamoney cited it as
| ‘Best Bank for Digital Solutions Pakistan® and appreciated
| for its pursuit of innovation, particularly in digital platforms.
Commenting on the achievements, Muhammad Au-
rangzeh, president and CEO of HBL, said *The bank con-
tinues to provide innovative products and solutions to its
customers whose banking needs are moving beyond tradi-
tional channels. Digital is and will be, at the heart of how
HBL strives to serve its customers even better. These wins
are a fribute to our millions of customers’ continued trust |
and confidence in HBL."

Mastercard partners with JazzCash

News Desk

KARACHI: Mastercard has parinered with JazzCash to pro-
mote digital payments by introducing affordable acoept-
ance solutions in the country, a statement said on Monday.

The partnership is aimed at launching QR code pay-
ments, Pay by Link, and Tap on Phone solutions to facili-
tate cost-effective and widespread acceptance for mer
| chants at the bottom of the economic pyramid.

The solutions are expected to help enable fast-growing
| segments, such as freelancers and gig workers, to accept
| digital payments, in addition to catering to underserved seg-

ments, like micro, small and medinm enterprises (MSMEs).
“At Mastercard, we have pledged to connect 50 million
MSMEs worldwide to the digital economy by 2025, with a
| special focus on 25 million women-owned businesses.
Building on our common goal of promoting financial inclu-
sion, our partnership with JazCash seeks to empower over

| five million such enterprises to future-proof their busi-
| nesses,” said Dimitrios Dosis, president, Eastern Europe,

| Middle East and Africa, Mastercard,

Remittances fall...

Continved from page |

However, despite a strong
economic cycle, remit-
tances from the GCC fell
by 17 percent, according to
Rauf.

“As the gap between
formal and informal chan-
nels has reduced, we can
expect growth in remit-
tances in FY24 to about $30
billion,” he said

The seasonal uptick in
remittances in June over
the previous month was
brought on by Pakistani ex-
patriates sending extra
money home for Eid ul
Azha in order to purchase
sacrificed animals, accord-

ing to analysts.

Analysts also point to
other factors, such as Pak-
istan's economic uncer-
tainty, as well as higher in-
flation and a slowdown in
host-country economies, as
contributing to the decline
in remittances between

July and June.

“Higher open market
rate and economic uncer-
tainty affected Pakistan's
inward remittances., With
IMF's new plan and politi-
cal stability we may see
some  improvement in
these remittances going
forward,” said Mohammed
Sohail, CEO of Topline Se-
curities.

¥ HEDGE AGAINST INFLATION

Central banks move gold back home after freeze on Russian assets

LONDON: A growing number of
countries are bringing their physical
gold reserves back home to avoid
Russian-style sanctions on their for
eign assets, while increasing their
purchases of the precious metal as a
hedge against high levels of inflation.

Central banks globally made
record purchases of gold in 2022 and
into the first quarter of this year, as
thev hunted for safe havens from
high inflation and volatile bond
prices, according to a survey of sov-
ereign investors by asset manager In-
vesco, China and Turkey together ac-
counted for almost one-fifth of these
purchases.

Concerned by the decision by the
US and others to freeze Russian as-
sets, central banks opted to buy

physical gold rather than dedvatives
or exchange traded funds that track
the metal's price,

They also preferred to hold it in
their own country as global tensions
increased. Invesco's survey found
that 68 percent of central banks held
part of their gold reserves domesti-
cally, up from 50 percent in 2020, In
five years, that figure is expected to
rise to 74 percent, the survey
showed.

“Up until this year, central banks
were willing to buy or sell gold
through ETFs and gold swaps,” said
Invesco's head of official institutions
Rod Ringrow.

“This year it's been much more
physical gold and the desire to hold
gold in country rather than overseas

with other central banks. . .it’s part
of the reaction to the freezing of the
Bank of Russia’s reserves,” he said.
Just after Moscow began its full-
scale invasion of Ukraine, the EL,
US and other G7 countries an-
nounced that they would impose
sanctions on Russia's central bank
and prevent it from accessing some
2300 billion in reserves held abroad.
The EU is now considering the legal
implications of diverting the interest
from these holdings to Ukraine.
According to the survey of 57 cen-
tral banks and 85 sovereign wealth
funds managing some 321 trillion in
assets, many sovereign investors
were “concerned” by the precedent
set by the confiscation of Russian as-
sets, with 6 percent saying further

investment in gold was driven by its
status as a safe haven.

“We increased the exposure eight
to 10 vears ago and had it held in
London, using it for swaps and (o en-
hance yields,” one central banker
from a western country told Invesco.
“But we've now transferred our gold
reserves back to our own country to
keep it safe — its role now is to be a
safe-haven asset.”

(:lobal demand for gold hit an 11-
year high of 4,741 tonnes in 2022, up
from 3.678 tonnes in 2020, driven by
central bank purchases and height-
ened retail investor interest, accord-
ing to research from the World Gold
Council. But while physical gold was
in demand, gold ETFs suffered com-
bined outflows of almaost 300 tonnes

in 2021 and 2022,

Other countries that have made
significant gold purchases include
Singapore, India and central banks in
the Middle East.

The record central bank buying of
gold in 2022 contributed to a power-
ful rally in bullion prices, although
prices have fallen back to $1.923 per
troy ounce in recent weeks due to
the prospect of higher US interest
rates for longer.

Rate rises dim the appeal of the
non-yielding asset compared with
other investments.

Net purchases of gold by central
banks are expected to soften this
year after Turkey turned into a larger
seller. The central bank has had to
supply gold to satisfy demand from

domestic consumers as they bought
bullion to protect their savings from
a lira that has been trading at historic
lows around the election in May.

In a sign of the move o repatriate
gold, holdings at the Bank of Eng-
land, one of the main storage hubs
for official financial institutions glob-
ally, have slipped 12 percent from
their 2021 peak to 164 million troy
ounces at the start of June.

The attraction of holding gold in
large liqguid hubs such as London has
also been reduced by the fact that
hedging by gold miners peaked at the
turn of the millennium and has since
fallen. That has limited the ability for
central banks to earn a vield by
swapping out bullion stored over-
seas, —News Desk
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